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Political  changes  bring 
new  freedom  to  Bulgaria 


Picayune,  Mississippi  man  begi 
international  prayer  ministry 


By  Shannon  Simpson 


Joe  Tatum  of  Roseland  Park  key  leaders  of  that  country  so  the  try  that  has  been  the  target  of  the  ~ I 
Church,  Picayune  heads  an  unusual  partners  can  pray  specifically  for  group’s  prayers.  Thtum  says  they  are  .  J 

corporation. 'The  name  of  the  corpora-  them ;  gathering  scriptures  concern-  in  the  final  stages  of  prayer  for  the  '***" '  I 

tion  is  Intercessors  International.  It  was  ing  specific  needs  of  the  people;  country,  and  have  gained  some  in-  ...  ... 

originally  begun  as  a  prayer  ministry  locating  radio  stations,  newspapers,  roads  into  that  nation,  an  answer  to  - 

in  1984,  but  in  1987,  it  became  a  full-  and  other  media  to  utilize  in  getting  particular  requests  the  group  has  ^ JIL 

time,  regular  non-profit  corporation,  the  Gospel  across  the  borders  of  the  placed  before  the  Lord.  - 

Modelled  after  t^  19th-century  country;  and,  finally,  to  dedicate  Another  of  the  activities  of  II  is  the 
ministry  of  George  Mueller,  In-  themselves  to  praying  daily  for  the  distribution  of  tracts  and  Bibles  to  r  f  T  ( 

tercessors  International’s  mission  is  needs  of  the  people  and  government  Eastern  Bloc  countries  such  as  the  Vr  "[Y  ^  fiji' 

to  pray  for  worldwide  revival  and  of  that  nation.  USSR  and  Romania.  This  year,  their  i  i^//  . 

spiritual  awakening.  focus  was  to  place  Russian  language 

Composed  of  over  100  prayer  part- - ■n.r-i.r-n - .-u-  m-i - Bibles  on  the  Soviet  ships  that  dock- 

ners  in  the  United  States  and  around  ed  in  Gulfport.  - Hh' 

the  world,  the  ministry’s  “We  also  have  a  few  partners  who 

foundation  is  Proverbs  8:17,  “I  love  100  prayer  partners  in  the  have  couriered  Bibles  into  Communist 
them  that  love  m^  and  those  that  seek  {jf^Hgd  states  and  around  the  'Ritum.  “Sometimes 

A  b^rd  of  directors  leads  the  cor-  world  ...  ,  the  establishment  of  prayer  partners 

poration  in  its  activities.  These  three  in  their  countries.  We  feel  that,  to 

men  and  four  women,  all  Southern  reveal  too  many  of  the  details  our 

Baptists,  most  from  Mississippi,  help  ■•■**^'*^^^^^^*^^**’*^*'**^^**'**’*  methods,  we  might  endanger  those 

select  one  particular  country  for  who  provide  us  with  specific  names  |K^ ' ; 

which  to  pray.  That  country  will  be  the  The  k^,  says  'Ihtum,  is  to  pray  over  and  information  we  need  to  pray  for 

focus  of  full  year’s  supplications  to  every  piece  of  material  and  informa-  those  countries.” 

the  Lord,  but  the  group  will  continue  tion  the  group  receives.  He  Right  now,  the  group  is  in  the  pro- 

to  pray  for  it  even  after  that  time  stresses  the  constant  commitment  of  cess  of  establishing  prayer  partners 

period  has  passed.  each  prayer  partner,  and  the  scnitiniz-  in  the  Soviet  Union,  and  hope  to  have 

Why  a  year?  It  takes  approximate-  ing  process  undertaken  to  admit  a  them  in  place  to  participate  in  the 

ly  that  much  time  to  complete  the  12  new  partner.  ministry  by  the  end  of  the  year.  *jC. 

stages  of  prayer  to  which  the  In-  “All  the  glory  goes  to  the  Lord,”  About  a  Solemn  Assembly  held  at 

tercessors  International  have  devoted  stated  l^tum  in  a  phone  interview.  Roseland  Park  Church  recently, 
themselves.  'Those  stages  include;  “That’s  one  reason  why  I’m  so  hesi-  Icitum  said,  “I  see  it  as  a  good  sign 

receiving  a  prayergram  from  the  tant  to  reveal  minute  details  of  the  that  we  in  the  church  are  returning  to  Calming  tha  atonn  —  Randy  Hofman  uses  shovels,  a  water  hose  and  a  plastic 

Foreign  Mission  Board;  gleaning  in-  workings  of  the  ministry.  We  don’t  do  first  century  practices.  As  a  result,  knife  to  create  lifesize  sand  sculptures.  Hofman,  a  wood  carver  by  trade,  says  the 

formation  about  the  culture,  anything  wit^ut  being  led  'oy  the  we’ll  see  the  fruits  of  our  labor  in  this  spectacle  of  the  sand  sculpture  draws  a  crowd  and  gives  him  the  chance  to  share 

geography,  industry,  language,  socie-  Spirit.”  life.”  the  significance  of  the  art  and  his  testimony.  Hofman  created  this  sculpture  of  Jesus 

ty,  economy,  and  political  status  the  One  detail  he  hesitated  to  reveal  Simpson  is  a  staff  writer.  Baptist  calming  the  storm  during  the  National  Resort  Ministries  Conference  at  Hilton  Head, 
focus  country;  obtaining  names  of  was  the  name  of  a  third  world  coun-  Record.  S.C.  (BP  Photo  by  Sarah  Zimmerman) 
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Editorials .  ,  .  by  Don  McGregor 


Baptists  believe 


Durinfi  a  debate  at  Samford  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Birmingham  recently,  Paul 
Pressler,  justice  in  a  llexas  state  court 
of  appeals,  was  quoted  as  saying  dur¬ 
ing  the  course  of  the  debate  that  the 
battle  is  over  and  Southern  Baptists 
now  believe  that  the  Bible  is  God’s 
word. 

This  is  illustrative  of  the  tragedy 
that  has  engulfed  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  over  the  last  11  years. 
Southern  Baptists  have  always  believ¬ 
ed  that  the  Bible  is  God’s  word.  If 
there  is  a  theolc^ical  difference  in  our 
relationships  within  the  convention,  it 
is  over  the  question  as  to  whether  or 
not  we  want  a  creedal  approach  to  the 
Bible. 

Pressler  is  right,  however.  The  bat¬ 
tle  is  over.  What  has  been  described 
as  the  moderate  element  in  the  con¬ 
vention  has  separated  itself  from  the 
conflict.  What  will  be  the  decision  of 
the  moderates  remains  to  be  seen,  but 
it  is  likely  that  there  will  not  be  any 
single  decision.  Very  likely,  for  the 
most  part  they  will  stay  with  their 
churches;  and  their  churches  will  re¬ 
main  within  the  Southern  Baptist 
framework.  Their  interests,  however, 
have  been  blunted;  and  their  support 
may  wane.  Very  likely,  also,  some  of 
them  will  move  to  other  denomina¬ 
tions,  though  this  doesn’t  seem  to  be 
a  feasible  option.  They  are  upset 
over  losing  their  ability  to  influence 
conditions,  and  no  other  denomination 
offers  that  ability  in  the  same 
measure  as  has  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

A  sizeable  group  may  form  a  new 
Baptist  denomination,  but  this  also 
doesn’t  seem  feasible.  They  would 


have  to  start  over  on  building  the  in¬ 
stitutions  that  they  put  together  over 
the  years.  And  churches  c^d  split  as 
members  struggled  with  decisions  as 
to  which  convention  should  have  their 
allegiance  A  better  solution  would 
seem  to  be  what  is  taking  place  —  the 
formation  of  a  “fellowship”  to  provide 
the  desired  fellowship  and  to  give 
some  amount  of  decision  making  on 
how  their  financial  influence  is  to  be 
used.  Also,  until  the  “fellowship” 
decides  to  become  a  convention,  there 
will  be  no  reason  for  churches  to  have 
to  make  decisions  as  to  their 
allegiance. 

Individuals,  churches,  and  even 
state  conventions,  however,  are  alter¬ 
ing  their  patterns  of  giving  because  of 
circumstances  in  the  convention. 

In  considering  whether  or  not  we 
want  a  creed,  we  must  also  consider 
that  we  have  had  a  “creed”  for  years ; 
and  it  is  the  Cooperative  Program. 
Churches,  pastors,  and  state  conven¬ 
tions  have  been  judged  by  their  in¬ 
fluence  and  performance  as  they  have 
related  to  that  giving  plan. 

It  is  a  wonderful  plan,  but  it  has 
been  our  taskmaster  —  first  used  by 
all  of  us  to  judge  “orthopraxis,”  then 
used  by  the  moderates  to  judge  the 
fundamentalists,  and  now  u^  by  the 
fundamentalists  to  judge  the 
moderates. 

So  we  are  strutting  with  two 
creedal  concerns  right  now.  Do  we 
want  a  creedal  position  concerning 
our  seminary  faculties?  And  do  we 
want  a  “creedal”  petition  concerning 
our  support  of  institutions? 

Those  questions,  if  they  have  not 
been  answered  already,  will  be 


answered  by  about  40,000  of  us  in  con¬ 
vention  settings.  The  other  14  million 
will  never  have  much  chance  to  have 
much  of  a  say  in  it. 

And  that  gets  back  to  Pressler’s 
statement.  TTie  war  is  over,  but  it  was 
fought  by  only  the  40,000  and  over  a 
matter  that  was  never  an  issue  with 
the  14  million.  Battle  slogans  were 
enunciated  which  sought  to  establish 
the  thought  that  the  Bible  was  losing 
its  meaning  to  Southern  Baptists. 
That  is  not  the  case.  Grassroots 
Southern  Baptists  believe  the  Bible; 
they  always  have;  there  is  not  much 
reason  to  feel  that  this  will  change. 

But  that  is  behind  us.  Let’s  see  what 
we  can  do  about  finding  ways  we  can 
fulfill  our  mission  in  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  in  which  we  find 
ourselves. 

Will  our  institutions  need  to  fear  suf¬ 
fering  as  they  contemplate  what  the 
future  holds? 

Not  likely. 

Moderates  have  become  upset  with 
the  way  funds  have  been  moved 
around  and  plan  to  alter  their  giving 
accordingly.  As  this  happens,  fun¬ 
damentalists  in  charge  of  proposing 
convention  budgets  will  move  to  fill  in 
the  gaps  where  needed. 

And  so  we  will  continue. 

Joshua  always  has  been  a  heroic 
character.  And  he  recognized  his  need 
for  help  in  determining  actions  need¬ 
ed  to  meet  circumstances.  Joshua 
5:13-15  (NIV)  notes:  “Now  when 
Joshua  was  near  Jericho,  he  looked  up 
and  saw  a  man  standing  in  front  of 
him  with  a  drawn  sword  in  his  hand. 
Joshua  went  up  to  him  and  asked,  ‘Are 
you  for  us  or  for  our  enemies?’ 


Hymns  Baptists  sing  .  . 

“God  will  take 
care  of  you” 

By  William  J.  Reynolds 


Civilla  Martin  and  her  husband,  W. 
Stillman  Martin,  were  in  Lestershire, 
New  York,  for  a  few  weeks  in  1904,  at 
the  Practical  Bible  Training  School. 
Martin,  an  ordained  minister,  was  in¬ 
vited  to  preach  in  churches  of  that 
area. 

Usually  his  wife  accompanied  him 
on  Sundays,  but  one  Sumuy  she  was 
ill  and  remained  home.  In  the 
quietness  of  a  lonely  day,  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
tin  found  inspiration  and  strength  in 
writing  this  hymn.  The  assurance  of 
God’s  care  and  providence  in  times  of 
adversity  are  expressed  in  the  hymn. 
There  comes  the  repeated  affumation 
that  God  will  provide  sustenance 
“through  days  of  toil  when  heart  doth 
fail,”  “when  dangers  fierce  your  path 
assail,”  and  “no  matter  what  may  be 
the  test.” 


When  her  husband  returned  from 
the  preaching  appointment,  Mrs. 
Martin  showed  him  the  poem  she  had 
written.  At  the  small  reed  organ  in 
their  home,  Martin  composed  Uk  tune 
as  it  now  stands. 

In  1916,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  moved 
to  Wilson,  N.C.,  where  he  became  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Bible  at  Atlantic  Guristian 
College.  Three  years  later  they  mov¬ 
ed  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  spent  the 
following  years  in  Bible  conferences 
and  evangelistic  meetings. 

Mrs.  Martin  wrote  manv  gospel 
song  texts.  One  of  the  best  known  is 
“His  Eye  Is  on  the  Sparrow,”  one  of 
the  favorite  songs  of  the  late  Ethel 
Waters. 

William  J.  Reynolds  is  professor  of 
Church  Music  at  Southwestern 
Seminary. 


Baptist  Beliefs  .  .  . 

Paul’s  debt 

By  Herschel  H.  Hobbs 

“/  am  debtor  both  to  the  Greeks, 
and  to  the  Barbarians,  both  to  the 
wise,  and  to  the  unwise."  —  Romans 
1:14 

Paul  recognizes  that  he  owes  a  debt. 
It  is  to  the  Greeks  and  to  the  Bar¬ 
barians.  “Barbarians”  were  not 
savage,  but  non-Greek-speaking  peo¬ 
ple  —  including  Jews,  lb  the  Greeks 
any  other  langua^  sounded  like  “bar 
bar.”  They  combined  these  words  to 
form  barbaros,  barbarian.  So  as  the 
Jews  divided  the  human  race  into 
Jews  and  Gentiles,  so  the  Greeks 
divided  it  into  Greeks  and  Barbarians. 
Thus,  the  entire  human  race.  “Wise” 
and  “unwise”  is  a  Hebrew 
parallelism,  stating  the  same  idea  in 
different  ways. 

Paul  was  not  a  debtor  to  these 
because  of  what  they  had  done  for 
him.  He  was  a  debtor  because  of  what 
God  in  Christ  had  done  for  him.  He 
was  under  obligation  to  share  this  ex¬ 
perience  with  all  people  everywhere. 
Every  Christian  is  a  debtor  in  the 
same  sense. 

Herschel  Hobbs  is  pastor  emeritus 
of  First  Church.  Oklahoma  City. 


‘Neither,’  he  replied,  ‘but  as  com¬ 
mander  of  the  army  of  the  Lord  I  have 
now  come.’  Then  Joshua  fell  facedown 
to  the  ground  in  reverence,  and  ask¬ 
ed  him,  ‘What  message  does  my  Lord 
have  for  his  servant?’  The  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Lord’s  army  replied, 
‘Ibke  off  your  sandals,  for  the  place 
where  you  are  standing  is  holy.’  And 
Joshua  did  so.” 

Has  anybody  given  consideration  to 
the  thought  ^at  the  ground  where 
Southern  Baptists  have  been  battling 
for  the  past  11  years  may  be  holy? 

It  might  not  have  kept  us  from 
fighting,  but  it  might  have  altered  our 


concept  of  the  importance  of  the  fray. 

It  is  interesting  that  even  Joshua,  in 
his  battle,  had  enemies ;  but  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  army  of  the  Lord  said 
that  he  was  on  neither  side. 

What  a  tragedy  it  would  be  if 
Southern  Baptists  were  to  come  to  the 
same  conclusion. 

And  with  that  thought,  this  editor 
writes  the  traditional  journalistic 
-30-  to  16  years  of  seeking  to  address 
Southern  Baptist  circumstances.  One 
more  editorial  statement  next  week 
will  be  an  attempt  to  say  goodbye  to 
the  people  and  the  work  of  that  career. 


The  convention 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
is  Nov.  13  and  14  at  First  Church, 
Jackson.  A  different  format  this  year 
will  allow  the  entire  convention  to  be 
completed  in  two  full  days  rather  than 
one  full  day  and  parts  of  two  others. 
Thus  it  will  begin  on  Tuesday  morn¬ 
ing  and  go  through  Wednesday 
evening. 

Two  new  meeting  will  be  added  to 
the  Monday  schedule.  These  are  a 
ministers’  wives  conference  in  the 
afternoon  and  a  lavmen’s  rallv  in  the 
evening.  Several  years  ago  a  pastors’ 
conference  was  added  beginning  in 
the  morning. 

Conventions  are  important  cogs  in 
the  denominational  operation.  They 
are  the  times  of  decisions  when  deter¬ 
minations  are  made  concerning  the 
directions  of  work  and  the  application 
of  funding.  Always  also  they  are  times 
of  inspiration. 

If  churches  have  not  elected 
messengers,  this  should  be  ac¬ 
complished  soon  in  order  to  get 
messenger  cards  ready  for  proper 
registration. 

A  new  budget  is  always  an  impor¬ 
tant  matter  of  business,  but  it  does  not 
always  receive  a  great  deal  of  atten¬ 


tion.  In  spite  of  seeming  to  be  mun¬ 
dane,  the  budget  represents  the  fun¬ 
ding  of  missions  work  all  over  the 
world  and  the  carrying  out  of 
endeavors  that  support  missions 
work.  These  are  important  considera¬ 
tions.  This  year  will  be  no  exception. 

Eddie  Hamilton,  pastor  of  Oak 
Forest  Church,  Jackson,  has  served 
one  year  as  president  of  the  conven¬ 
tion.  'Traditionally,  presidents  are  re¬ 
elected  for  a  second  year. 

First  vice  president  is  Larry  Otis, 
a  businessman  of  Tupelo;  and  the  se¬ 
cond  vice  president  is  Talmadge 
Smith,  director  of  missions  for  Copiah 
and  Lincoln  associations. 

The  recording  secretary  is  J.  Clark 
Hensley,  the  retired  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Chris¬ 
tian  Action  Commission  and  soon  to 
retire  also  as  contract  worker  in  fami¬ 
ly  ministries  with  the  Discipleship 
Training  Department. 

Assistant  recording  secretary  is  J. 
W.  Brister,  director  of  missions  for 
Hinds-Madison  Association. 

State  conventions  are  the  gather¬ 
ings  of  the  Baptists  of  that  state  'They 
are  family  gatherings  that  need  to  be 
well-attended. 
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Furman  trustees  create 


November  13,  1990 
“One  in  the  Spirit” 


Tuesday  Morning 

"Endeavoring  to  keep  the  unity  of  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace."  Ephesians  4:3 

8:45  Prelude . Oak  Forest  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

Jerry  Thlley,  Director 


8:50  Sounding  of  the  Gavel 

8:55  Choral  FTaise . Oak  Forest  Baptist  Church  Choir 

9:05  Congregational  Praise . Jerry  Talley 

Scripture . J.  A.  Blunt 

Prayer . Eugene  Tennison 

9:15  Organization  of  Convention 

Recognition  and  Seating  of  Messengers . Eddie  Hamilton 

Report  of  Committee  on  Order  of  Business . Gary  Berry 

Announcement  of  Tellers  and  Credentials 

Committees  . Eddie  Hamilton 

9:30  Welcome 

Bible  Treasure . Frank  Pollard 

9:55  Committee  on  Committees . Jerry  Massey 

10:00  Presentation  of  Resolutions . . Hardy  Denham 

10 : 20  Congregational  Praise . Jerry  Thlley 

10:25  How  I  Met  Jesus . Bruce  Bryant 

10:30  Election  of  President 

10 : 40  Testimonies . Mar  jean  Patterson 

and  Paul  Harrell 


10 : 55  Pi^ident’s  Address . Eddie  Hamilton 

11:30  Benediction 


November  13,  1990 
“One  in  Fellowship” 


Tuesday  Afternoon 

.  .  Ybu  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus.”  Galatians  3:28 

1 : 50  Prelude . Pianist/Organist 

First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

2:00  Sounding  of  the  Gavel . Talmadge  Smith 

Congregational  Praise . Rick  Carter 

Scripture . Barry  Sneed 

Pra^r . Joe  Campbell 

2:15  Business 

Presentation  of  1991  Budget . Larry  Otis 

Election  of  First  Vice-Pi^ident 
Miscellaneous  Business 

2:45  Report  of  Christian  Action  Commission . Paul  Jones* 

3:00  Congregational  Praise . Rick  Carter 

3:05  Bible  IVeasure . Frank  Pollard 

3:35  Sunday  School  Board  Report . Gwenn  McCormick 

3:50  Convention  Board  Report  .  . Eugene  Dobbs 

4:05  Business 

Election  of  Convention  Officers 

Second  Vice-President 
Recording  Secretary 
Associate  Recording  Secretary 

Report  of  Constitution  and  Bylaws  Committee . Anthony  Kay 

Miscellaneous  Business 

4:30  Benediction . Franklin  Denham 


November  13,  1990 
“One  in  Mission” 


Tuesday  Evening 

.  .  that  the  world  may  believe  that  thou  hast  sent  me."  John  17:21 

6:30  Prelude . Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen 

Milft^  Valentine,  Director 

6:35  Sounding  of  the  Gavel . Eddie  Hamilton 

6:40  Choral  ^aise . Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen 

7:00  Congregational  Praise . Graham  Smith 

Scripture  . Ronald  Musgrove 

Pra^r . Craig  IXimer 

7:10  Recognition  of  Visitors  . Eddie  Hamilton 

New  Workers  Recognized  . Bill  Causey 

7:25  How  I  Met  Jesus . Cliff  Brown 

7:30  Choral  Praise . Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen 

7:35  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Emphasis 

Report/Cnallenge/Sermon . Bill  Causey 

8:30  Benediction . M.  L.  (Buddy)  Dodson 

(See  CONVlimON  on  page  6) 


self-perpetuating  board 


GREENVILLE,  S.C.  ( ABP)  -  Fur¬ 
man  University  trustees  voted  Oct.  15 
in  a  called  meeting  to  amend  the 
university’s  charter  to  give  the  board 
sole  power  to  elect  trustees. 

Furman,  in  Greenville,  S.C., 
becomes  the  second  major  Baptist 
university  in  a  month  to  vote  to  create 
a  self-perpetuating  board  and  take 
authority  to  name  board  members 
away  from  a  state  convention. 

Baylor  University  in  Waco,  Texas, 
the  nation’s  largest  Baptist  universi¬ 
ty,  voted  Sept.  21  to  amend  its  charter 
to  create  a  board  of  regents  which  will 
have  “sole  governance”  over  the 
institution. 

A  third  Baptist  school.  Stetson 
University  in  DeLand,  Fla.  also  has 
moved  to  put  distance  between  itself 
and  the  Florida  Baptist  Convention, 
but  the  action  was  announced  in  July 
as  an  agreement  between  the  school 
and  Florida  Baptist  Convention 
administrators. 

Both  Furman  and  Baylor  officals 
cited  the  fear  of  a  fimdamental- 
conservative  takeover  of  the  school, 
similar  to  what  has  happened  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Also,  both  of  the  schools  may  face 
legal  battles  with  state  convention 
leaders. 

ITie  Stetson  agmment  did  not  men¬ 
tion  the  possibility  of  an  SBC-style 
takeover,  but  the  action  would  make 
it  more  difficult  for  fundamental- 
conservatives  to  take  Control  of  the  in¬ 
stitution.  The  agreement  allows  the 


convention  to  make  input  into  trustee 
selection,  but  reserves  the  right  to 
elect  trustees  to  the  board. 

Furman  trustees  were  called  to 
special  session  on  the  day  before  their 
regularly  scheduled  meeting  to  deal 
with  the  charter  amendment. 

Trustees  voted  18-6  to  amend  the 
charter,  which  required  only  a  simple 
majority.  Only  one  of  the  25  trustees 
was  absent. 

A  fact  sheet  handed  out  by  the 
school’s  public  information  office  said 
trustees  have  power  to  amend  the 
charter  without  approval  of  the  state 
convention. 

“Since  1990,  when  the  state 
legislature  passed  a  general  law 
governing  all  non-profit  corporations, 
Furman  has  been  recognized  as  a 
non-profit  corporation. 

“Among  its  provisions,  the  law  gives 
to  the  members  of  a  corporation  —  in 
Furman’s  case,  the  board  of  trustees 
—  the  power  to  amend  its  own  charter. 
'The  law  specifically  mandated  that  a 
corporation  “may  have  its  charter 
amended  by  a  majority  vote  of  its 
members’.” 

Soon  after  the  vote  to  amend  the 
charter,  trustees  by  a  two-thirds  vote 
amend^  the  university  bylaws  to  con¬ 
form  to  the  amended  charter. 

News  media  were  not  told  there  was 
a  called  meeting,  but  were  told  only 
there  would  be  a  news  conference  at 
3:30  p.m. 

Board  Chair  Minor  Mickel  of 


Greenville  told  the  news  conference: 
“The  Furman  University  board  of 
trustees  believes  it  is  in  the  best  in¬ 
terests  of  the  university  to  take  the 
board  out  of  the  disputes  that  might 
develop  within  the  Southern  Baptist 
denomination. 

‘This  action  will  enable  the  state 
Baptist  convention  and  Furman  to 
pursue  their  mutual  interests  with 
minimum  controversy,”  she  said. 

John  E.  Johns,  Furman  president 
said:  “This  amendment  to  the  charteh 
clears  up  any  doubt  about  who 
governs  the  university.  It  gives  us  the 
stability- we  need  to  plan  Furman’s 
future  effectively. 

“But  1  also  want  to  underscore  the 
fact  that  our  relationship  with  South 
Carolina  Baptists  has  not  chang^.  I 
want  to  assure  everyone  that  this  ac¬ 
tion  will  not  affect  Furman’s  day-to- 
day  operation  in  any  way.  Our  social 
regulations  and  our  admissions 
policies  will  remain  the  same.” 

Furman  was  founded  in  1826,  and  its 
trustees  have  always  been  elected  by 
the  South  Carolina  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion.  All  of  the  trustees  have  been  re¬ 
quired  to  be  members  of  cooperating 
^uth  Carolina  Baptist  churches. 

The  2,500-student  university 
operates  on  an  annual  budget  of  $43.4 
milli<Mi,  of  which  $1.6  million  —  or  four 
percent  of  the  total  budget  —  comes 
from  the  South  Carolina  convention. 

(See  FURMAN,  page  12) 


/ 

Foreign  Mission  Board  appoints 
couples  to  Brazil,  Martinique 


RICHMOND,  Va.  -  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Alvin  J.  Bailey  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Daniel  E.  Hall  were  among  38  people 
named  missionaries  by  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  Oct.  9  at  Derbyshire 
(Tjurch,  Richmond,  Va. 


The  Baileys  will  live  on  Martinique, 
in  the  French  West  Indies,  where  he 


will  work  as  a  music  evangelist.  The 
Halls  will  live  in  north  Brazil,  where 
he  will  serve  as  director  of  religious 
education  for  the  state  convention. 

Bailey  has  been  minister  of  music 
and  youth  at  First  Church,  Hinesville, 
Ga.  since  1984. 

Born  in  Jackson,  Mrs.  Bailey,  the 
former  Elizabeth  Walker,  is  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  R. 
Walker  of  Pheba.  Mr.  Walker  is  pastor, 
Pheba  Church.  Mrs.  Bailey  considers 
Ripley  her  hometown. 

Since  1979,  Hall  has  been  minister 
of  education/administrator  at  First 
Church,  Madison. 

He  has  served  as  minister  of  educa-« 
tion.  Second  Church,  Greenville,  and 
as  a  BSU  summer  missionary  in  the 
Bahamas.  He  also  is  a  special  worker 
for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention. 

She  has  served  as  a  curriculum 
writer  for  the  Sunday  School  Board, 
a  conference  leader  and  special 
worker  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
(Convention,  and  kindergarten  teacter 


Daniel  and  Betty  Jo  Hall 


at  Madison-Ridgeiand  Academy, 
Madison. 

The  two  families  will  go  to 
Rockvill^  Va.,  in  October  for  a  seven- 
week  orientation  before  leaving  for 
the  field. 


Alvin  and  Elizabeth  Bailey 
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Agreement,  disagreement 
mark  debate  at  Samford 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (ABP)  - 
Spokespersons  from  the  opposing 
sides  in  the  controversy  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  found 
some  common  ground  during  a 
debate  at  Samford  University  in  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala.,  Oct.  11,  but  also 
reopened  old  wounds. 

IVo  fundamental-conservative 
leaders  and  two  moderate- 
conservatives  debated  “The  Southern 
Baptist  Convention:  Hope  for  Recon¬ 
ciliation”  before  about  750  students 
and  area  Baptists  in  the  event  spon¬ 
sored  by  Samford’s  Student  Govern¬ 
ment  Association. 

The  debaters,  often  quoting  Scrip¬ 
ture,  did  agree  on  some  basic  Chris¬ 
tian  tenets,  such  as  the  Virgin  Birth 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  Christ’s  role  in 
human  salvation. 

But  when  the  talk  turned  to  politics 
in  the  SBC  and  to  interpretation  of 
specific  passages  of  Scripture,  they  il¬ 
lustrated  the  distance  between  the  two 
camps  of  Southern  Baptists. 

Paul  Pressler,  a  Houston  appeals 
court  judge  and  one  of  the  architects 
of  the  fundamental-conservative 
movement,  laid  down  the  terms  which 
•moderate-conservatives  must  meet 
before  fundamental-conservatives 
will  consider  reconciliation. 

“If  they  (moderate-conservatives) 
would  admit  that  we  have  been 
sincere  in  our  concerns,  if  they  would 
admit  there  was  validity  in  them,  and 
if  they  would  work  together  with  us  to 
rectify  problems  where  they  exist,” 
then  the  convention  would  be  unified, 
Pressler  said. 

David  Montoya,  a  self-described 
former  “foot-soldier”  in  the 
fundamental-conservative  camp, 
charged  the  rulers  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  are  using  the  SBC  Peace  Commit¬ 
tee  report  adopted  by  the  SBC  in  1987 
as  a  creed  to  threaten  the  jobs  of  Bap¬ 
tist  employees  and  predicted 
fundamental-conservatives  will  in¬ 
crease  their  use  of  it.  The  report  was 
recently  established  as  a  guideline 
under  which  Southern  Seminary,  will 
hire  and  promote  faculty  members. 

“I  hope  the  Southern  Seminary 
faculty  will  not  sign  the  Peace  Com¬ 
mittee  creed,”  he  said. 

At  one  point  in  the  debate,  Pressler, 
also  vice  chairman  of  the  SBC  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee,  said,  “I  don’t  know 
what  a  creed  is,”  said  Montoya 
responded,  “A  creed  is  a  confession  of 
faith  that  carries  a  penalty  or  a  con¬ 
demnation.” 

In  other  discussion,  Pressler  said 
the  “battle  is  over”  in  the  national 


convention.  “Southern  Baptists  are' 
united  in  believing  that  the  Bible  is 
God’s  Word.” 

Montoya  disagreed  the  “battle  is 
over,”  predicting  it  will  move  to  the 
state  conventions,  to  the  associations, 
and  ultimately  into  local  churches. 
“They  (fundamental-conservatives) 
will  not  be  satisfied  until  tt^’re  in 
control  of  what  Baptists  believe,”  he 
said. 

Representatives  of  the  two  sides  dif¬ 
fered  throughout  the  debate  on  assess¬ 
ing  their  numerical  strength. 
Fundamental-conservatives  claimed 
that  95  percent  of  Baptists  are  in 
agreement  with  them,  while 
moderate-conservatives  said  at  least 
45  to  48  percent  of  Baptists  disagree 
with  the  ruling  party. 

Pressler  repeated  his  claim  that  if 
anyone  had  listened  to  fundamental- 
conservatives  12  years  ago,  there 
would  not  be  a  problem  today.  He  said 
the  fundamental-conservatives  had 
just  used  a  political  system  that  was 
already  in  place  to  acconiplish  their 
desired  results. 

Pr^ler  claimed  that  “the  greatest 
days  of  the  SBC  are  ahead  because 
we’re  dealing  with  the  problems.”  He 
said  moderate-conservatives  created 
,  the  convention  and  fundamental- 
conservatives  are  “correcting  it.” 

Both  sides  expressed  concern  about 
the  SBC’s  unified  giving  plan,  the 
Cooperative  Program,  and  each  ac¬ 
cuse  the  other  of  having  given  ap¬ 
proval  to  donors  diverting  funds  to 
make  a  political  point. 

Moderate-conservative  Randall 
Fields,  a  San  Antonio,  Texas,  atton^ 
and  president  of  the  Alumni  Associa¬ 
tion  at  Baylor  University,  concluded, 
“The  SBC  must  not  become  a  police 
force  enforcing  a  particular  doctrinal 
stance.  We  must  get  back  to  being  a 
cooperative  force  in  the  world. 

Also  participating  in  the  discussion 
as  a  representative  of  fundamental- 
conservatives  was  Wayne  Dorsett, 
pastor  of  Ontral  Park  Church  in  Bir¬ 
mingham.  Dorsett’s  wife,  Joy,  is  a 
member  of  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee. 

(This  ABP  story  was  compiled  by 
News  Director  Dan  Martin  from  infor¬ 
mation  provided  by  Elaine  Witt, 
religion  writer  at  the ‘Birmingham 
Post-Herald;  Karen  Estes  Lowry, 
editorial  assistant  at  the  Alabama 
Baptist;  ABP  board  member 
Catherine  Allen  of  Birmingham,  and 
Mary  Wimberly,  news  and  informa¬ 
tion  staff,  Samford  University.) 


Horace  Kerr,  retired  as  manager  of 
the  Senior  Adult  and  Single  Adult  Sec¬ 
tion  of  Family  Ministry  Department, 
Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board, 
Nashville,  will 
become  contract 
manager  of  family 
ministry  for  the 
Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention 
Board  on  January 
1,  according  to 
Mose  Dangerfield, 
Kerr  director  of  the 
Discipleship  TVain- 
ing  Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 

Kerr  was  minister  of  education  at 
First  Cliurch,  Jacks^  before  becom¬ 
ing  executive  director  of  the 
MiwissipiH  Governor’^  council  on  ag¬ 
ing,  where  he  served  for  five  years 
before  moving  to  the  Sunday  School 
Board  in  1976. 

He  has  written  How  to  Minister  to 


Fellowship  okays  funding 
plans;  sets  convocation 


ATLANTA  (ABP)  -  An  interim 
steering  committee  of  the  new 
“Fellowship”  of  Southern  Baptists 
organized  mis  summer  in  Atlanta  has 
approved  mission  funding  tracks  for 
churches  that  choose  to  bypass  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  and  announced 
plans  for  a  national  convocation  next 
spring. 

Meeting  in  Atlanta  Oct.  11-13,  the 
provisional  panel  also  elected  officers, 
organized  working  committees,  ex¬ 
panded  its  membership,  and 
established  communications 
strategies. 

Acting  on  the  issue  of  most  ap¬ 
parent  concern  to  the  3,000  par¬ 
ticipants  at  the  August  organizational 
meeting  of  the  yet-unnamed 
Fellowship,  the  interim  steering  com¬ 
mittee  agr^  to  a  two-track  funding 
plan,  both  of  which  delete  any  funding 
for  the  SBC  Executive  Commit^ 
Baptist  Press  news  service,  Christian 
Life  CkNTunission,  Public  Affairs  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  Southeastern  Seminary. 

Jimmy  R.  Allen  of  Fort  Worth, 
'Ibxas,  co-chair  of  the  funding  com¬ 
mitted  explained  the  five  organiza¬ 
tions  eliminated  from  the  funding 
plans  are  those  “most  flagrantly 
violating  Baptist  principles  at  the 
point  of  religious  liberty,  fre^om  of 
information,  and  priesthood  of  the 
believer.” 

One  of  the  tracks,  a  “venture”  plan, 
specifies  that  25  percent  of  the  monies 
received  will  be  set  aside  for  new  mis¬ 
sion  initiatives  of  the  Fellowship  and 
a  “safety  net”  to  provide  emergency 
assistance  to  SBC  employees 
discharged  or  otherwise  forced  out  of 


their  jobs  by  fundamental- 
conservative  boards  of  trustees.  An 
additional  1.58  percent  will  be  set 
aside  for  administrative  expenses 
during  the  August  gathering  to 
receive  and  disburse  mission  funds 
from  churches  and  individuals. 

Under  the  venture  plan,  each  of  the 
other  SBC  agencies  and  institutions 
will  receive  a  share  of  the  remaining 
funds  based  on  a  formula  adopted  in 
June  at  the  annual  SBC  meeting. 

Churches  choosing  the  second 
track,  called  the  “regular”  plan,  will 
send  their  missions  gifts  through 
BCMP  Inc.  according  to  the  SBC  for¬ 
mula  with  the  noted  exceptions. 

Both  plans  provide  funmng  for  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  I^lic  Af¬ 
fairs,  Associated  Baptist  Press,  and 
the  ^ptist  World  Alliance. 

Additionally,  churches  choosing  to 
use  BCMP  Inc.  as  a  simple  bypass 
mechanism  may  continue  to  send 
mission  monies  to  all  SBC  agencies 
and  institutions  under  terms  of  the 
convention-adopted  formula.  Or  they 
may  tailor-make  their  own  mission 
giving  plan  and  use  BCMP  Inc.  as  a 
receiving  and  dibursing  agent. 

BCMP  Inc.  President  Grady  Cothen 
told  members  of  the  steering  commit¬ 
tee  funds  have  begun  “to  trickle  in,” 
with  many  more  churches  and  in¬ 
dividuals  expected  to  begin  using  the 
funding  alternative  as  a  result  of  the 
committee’s  actions. 

Steering  committee  members  also 
approved  a  spring  convocation  to  be 
held  May  9-11,  1991,  in  Atlanta.  The 
specific  site  for  the  event  will  be 
chosen  by  a  convocation  committee 
co-chair^  by  Asheville,  N.C.  pastor 


John  H.  Hewett,  and  Oeita  Bottorff  of 
Houston.  In  addition,  Dallas  was 
chosen  as  host  city  for  the  1992 
convocation. 

Approved  unanimously  as  addi¬ 
tional  steering  committee  officers 
were  two  laypersons.  Vice  Moderator 
Patricia  S.  Ayres  of  an  Austin,  Texas, 
and  Secretary  Bill  Owen  of  Ai^more, 
Okla. 

They  will  serve  until  the  May  con¬ 
vocation,  along  with  Moderator 
Daniel  Vestal,  pastor  of  Dunwoody 
Church  in  suburban  Atlanta,  who  was 
elected  during  the  August  meeting. 

Vestal  received  apinxwal  from  panel 
members  of  seven  working  commit¬ 
tees,  including  administrative,  con¬ 
vocation,  funding,  purpose  and  policy, 
workshop  stratcib^,  communications, 
and  nominating.  Ch-chairs  were  nam¬ 
ed  to  head  each. 

At  the  recommendation  of  the 
nominating  committee,  14  new 
members  were  elected,  bringing  total 
membership  of  the  steering  commit¬ 
tee  to  70,  the  number  authorized  by 
participants  in  the  August  gathering. 
Overall,  the  committee  is  compost 
of  37  clergy  and  33  laity.  Forty-six  are 
men,  24  women. 

Members  also  voted  to  hold  their 
next  meeting  Jan.  17-19, 1991,  in  Dallas 
and  scheduled  a  third  meeting  March 
7-9,  1991  at  a  site  to  be  chosen. 

(’This  story  was  written  by  Stan 
Hastey,  executive  director  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Alliance  and 
member  of  the  interim  steering  com¬ 
mittee  at  the  request  of  ABP  and  SBC 
TODAY.  Additional  material  was  sup¬ 
plied  by  Carol  Mobley  of  Dunwoody 
Baptist  Church,  Atlanta.) 


Gifts  for  human  needs  could  peak 


Kerr  joins  Convention  Board 


Senior  Adults  in  your  Church,  Coming 
of  Age:  Senior  Adults  in  the  Churches, 
and  Senior  Adult  Leaders’  Notebook. 
He  was  co-author  of  Single  Adult 
Ministry  in  Your  Church. 

Kerr  received  the  Outstanding 
Mississippian  Award  given  by  Gov. 
William  Waller  1975,  the  Service  to 
Humanity  Award  given  by  Mississip¬ 
pi  College  in  1976,  and  the  Evergreen 
Award  given  by  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Mature  Persons  in  1961. 

Kerr  was  bom  in  Houston,  Miss. ;  at¬ 
tended  high  school  in  Louisville; 
graduated  from  Mississippi  (ToU^e; 
received  the  master  of  religious 
education  degree  from  Southwestern 
Seminary  and  the  doctor  of 
jurisprudence  from  the  Mississippi 
School  of  Law  in  1970. 

Kerr  is  married  to  the  former 
Dorothy  Parker  of  StimraU.  ThQT  have 
three  children  and  seven  ^nd- 
chilcb'en.  As  contract  mana^  he  will 
be  working  app^imately  Mlf-time, 
Dangerfield  said. 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Southern 
Baptists  this  year  could  appropriate 
one  of  the  highest  amounts  ever  to 
help  people  overseas  meet  bodily 
ne^  even  while  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  increases  its  focus  on 
evangelism  and  starting  churches. 

Last  year  overseas  human  needs 
appropriations  sank  to  $5.2  million, 
the  lowest  total  since  1981.  The 
number  of  FMB  human  needs  pro¬ 
jects  slipped  to  191,  from  245  in  1988. 

But  throu^  September  of  this  ^r 
the  mission  l^rd  had  already  releas¬ 
ed  $5.4  million,  and  planners  project 
a  total  as  high  as  $10.2  million  by 
year’s  end.  Southern  Baptists’  largest 
expenditure  for  overseas  human 
ne^  in  one  year  was  $10.9  million  in 
1988. 

“(Contrary  to  the  perception  some 
people  might  have,  the  board  is  not 
cutting  back  on  its  human  needs  ef¬ 
forts,  but  is  making  a  more  effective 
use  than  ever  of  its  funds,”  said  John 
Clheyne,  associate  director  of  FMB 
research  and  planning.  Cheyne  has 
guided  Southern  Baptists’  overseas 
human  needs  efforts  for  13  years. 

On  several  occasions  Ch^ne  has 
presented  detailed  plans  to  board 
strategists  on  how  missionaries  can 
involve  themselves  in  holistic 
ministry  —  helping  people  grow  not 
only  spiritually  ^t  also  in  their 
physical,  social,  emotional,  and 
economic  well-being. 

Late  last  year  board  President  R. 
Keith  Parks,  as  a  result  of  a  board¬ 
wide  study  for  streamlining  staff, 
dissolved  the  human  needs  depart¬ 
ment,  and  moved  the  administration 


By  Marty  Croll 

of  world  hunger  and  general  relief 
programs  into  the  po^^o  of  strategy 
research  and  planning. 

But  Cheyne  believes  the  move  con¬ 
fused  some  people,  including  mis- 
sicMiaries.  During  the  first  part  of  this 
year  requests  from  missionaries  for 
human  needs  money  only  trickled  in. 
In  May,  Cheyne  asked  Parks  to 
reiterate  to  field  administrators  the 
importance  of  designing  human  needs 
programs.  After  that,  funding  re¬ 
quests  picked  up  markedly. 

“The  board  is  considering  strategic 
use  of  these  funds  as  never  before,” 
said  Cheyne.  “We’re  combining  con¬ 
cern  for  the  human  condition  with 
strategic  objectives  in  church  plan¬ 
ting  and  evangelism.  We’re  going  to 
areas  where  the  very  act  of  meeting 
needs  opens  doors  for  personnel  to  go 
in  and  minister  holistically,”  such  as 
in  Romania,  where  Baptists  have 
gained  new  acceptance. 

In  comparison  to  funds  spent  for 
one-time  disaster  relief  effort^  money 
sent  overseas  for  projects  that  enable 
people  to  raise  their  overall  standard 
of  living  shows  a  marked  increase  this 
year  over  years  past,  he  said. 

Some  recent  appropriations 
include: 

—  In  the  Philippine^  $123,502  to  help 
teach  families  enective  home  farm¬ 
ing,  nutrition  and  simple  health 
techniques ; 

—  In  ^azil,  $4,610  to  teach 
backyard  gardening,  small  animal 
production  and  trades  such  as 
sewing; 

—  In  Elcuador,  $24,252  to  help  peo¬ 
ple  break  out  of  the  poverty  cycle  by 


teaching  them  how  to  farm  fish  in 
ponds; 

—  In  Sene^l,  $45,000  to  dig  10  wells 
to  provide  clean  drinking  water. 

In  Romania,  Southern  Baptists’ 
readiness  to  help  people  get  their 
farms  producing  again  after  a 
drought  has  raised  the  credibility  of 
local  Baptists  in  their  communities, 
reported  CJheyne.  Last  March,  after 
Romania  opened  to  the  West,  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  sent  $1  million 
in  se^,  herbicides,  and  insecticides. 
Government  officials  there  estimated 
it  would  have  cost  them  $7.6  million 
to  purchase  the  same  supplies  for 
themselves,  Cheyne  said. 

With  the  help  of  field  administrator 
Paul  Thibodeaux, (Mississippian)  who 
worked  with  European  Baptists  to 
support  the  effort.  Southern  Baptists 
sent  help  to  Romania  within  three 
wedcs  of  an  initial  needs  survey  there 

“Government  officials  said  they 
were  incredulous  that  the  total 
response  came  within  the  time  they 
had  designated  to  be  able  to  plant 
crops  in  mid-April,”  (Theyne  said. 
“Romanian  Baptists  have  now  receiv¬ 
ed  a  new  level  of  credibility  with  na¬ 
tional  officials  and  local  people  for  an 
ongoing  witness.” 

Cheyne  visited  Romania  again  in 
September.  “Every  door  was  open  to 
us,’’  he  said.  “Now  we’re  getting  invita¬ 
tions  for  personnel  —  people  in 
marketing  and  management,  techni¬ 
cians,  all  kinds  of  peo^  This  extends 
the  scope  of  our  potential  witness  to 
contacts  in  every  sphere  of  life.” 

Croll  writes  for  FMB. 


theory  of  evolution  inteipretation  of 
creation,  then  I’ve  considered  that  to 
be  God’s  way  of  reaching  them 
throu^  his  Word.  somehow, 
reaching  people  fw  Christ  is  what  INfe 
always  thought  “Southern  Baptist” 
was  all  about. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


favorite  Although  it  was  beautiful,  it  _ 

carried  with  it  the  signs  of  an  ap-  the  Bible,  the  inspired  Word  of 

_ _»_  ? _  _ 1  j  I .  _  - 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves  rpi  i  favorite  Although  it  was  beautiful,  it  i  believe  aU  Christians  should  stu(^ 

the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved  ^  nflUK  yOU  carried  with  it  the  signs  of  an  ap-  the  Bible,  the  inspired  Word  of  God. 

under  all  circumstonces,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not  E^tor:  ^  ®"*  P®’’* 

necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  staff  of  the  Baotist  Record  Oniv  simed  Earl  Kelly  did  not  foUow  my  very  beautiful,  toa  bringing  billows  of  son,  or  one  group,  or  even  one 
I  ««  k  « fkai  ku  name  Ke  withhriH  rare  and  uiisolicited  suggesUon  buck  snow;  but  underneath  the  snow  there  denomination,  can  claim  with  certain- 

letters  will  be  used,  but  the  writer  may  r^uest  that  his  name  be  withheld.  in  1970  vvhen  he  was  seeking  an  editor  was  little  sign  of  life.  Spring  was  ty  that  they’ve  been  annoint^  as  the 

The  withholding  of  names  will  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  editor.  Baptist  Record,  but  bringing  definitely  her  favorite  time  of  year,  infallible  ones  as  to  interpretation. 

oimcAt  graduated  from  East  Central  Com-  Don  McGregor  into  Mississippi  Bap-  She  loved  to  watch  the  trees  wake  up  Where  that  leaves  me  in  the  present 

ounrise,  sunset  ^  munity  College  Chester  Swor,  I  write  tist  life  was  one  of  the  wisest  dwisions  from  their  long  sleep  and  catch  a  status  —  or  former  status,  for  that 

Editor:  these  words  for  you,  now  with  our  he  made  during  his  tenure  as  ex-  glimpse  of  sunny  yellow  as  buttercups  matter  —  of  Southern  Baptists,  I  (km’t 

In  the  Sept.  13  Baptist  Record,  Mr.  heavenly  Father.  ecutive  secretary-treasurer.  As  a  pro-  began  to  peep  Uirough  touches  of  know.  I  do  know  I  get  weary  with  the 

Ray  A.  Thomason  issued  a  challenge  Praise  be  to  God  fessional  journalist,  Don  McGregor  green  grass.  Spring  brought  the  pro-  distractions, 

while  “wangling  around  in  the  Harfe”  For  all  have  suffered  probably  has  raised  a  little  ire  in  mise  of  new  b^innings.  It  was  a  time  Mary  M.  Jones 

and  asked  for  someone  to  “enlighten”  Most  yearn  many  of  us  at  one  time  or  another,  to  plant  and  a  time  to  nurture  after  the  Yazoo  City 

him  For  a  better  life  That  is  what  journalists  do.  As  a  winter’s  rest. 

In  I  Cor.  1:16,  Paul  did  not  mention  My  heart  once  yearned;  Christian  gentleman  he  has  ^rved  Obviously,  there  is  much  to  learn  Lofty  coal 

Crispus  and  Gaius.  ’That  was  in  verse  ^  thank  thee,  the  Kingdom  interests  that  are  unpor-  about  the  changing  of  the  seasons.  J  & 

14  where  he  correctly  stated,  “I  bap-  Oh.  God  of  life,  tant  to  all  of  us  with  uncommim  grace  Jesus  talked  about  the  subject  himself  Editor: 

tized  none  of  you,  but  Crispus  and  You’ve  spared  me  That  is  what  Christians  aspire  to  do.  and  told  us  to  watch  for  the  changes  As  a  layman  in  a  cooperating 

Gaius,”  speaking  of  the  group  that  was  From  turmoil  and  strife  Thank  you,  Don  McGregor,  for  that  would  take  place  and  be  assured  Southern  Baptist  Church,  I  am 

worried  about  who  did  the  Baptizing  Ibke  this  heart  and  mind  spending  the  best  years  of  your  life  in  they  would  mark  his  return.  thoroughly  confused.  You  tell  us  in 

rather  than  the  one  who  did  the  dying  Ttot  has  been  healed.  a  remaitoble  fellowship  of  labor  with  Matthew  24:  32-33  says,  “From  the  your  Sept.  27  editorial  that  “A  small 

and  rising  again.  In  verse  16  he  said  Prepare  me,  us  as  Mississippi  Baptists.  We  shall  fig  tree  learn  this  lesson:  as  soon  as  group  h^  captured  control  of  the  con- 

that  he  bapti^  the  household  of  Father  of  all  things,  miss  you  and  your  wisdom  as  a  jour-  its  young  shoots  become  soft  and  vention.”  It  has  been  my  understan- 

Stephanas  and  didn’t  remember  I'o  do  your  will.  nalist.  We  shall  cherish  your  con-  tender  and  it  puts  out  leav^  you  ding,  all  along,  that  the  control  of  the 

whe^er  he  baptized  any  more  of  the  Praise  to  the  name  tinned  fellowship  in  our  midst  as  a  know  of  a  surety  that  summer  is  near,  convention  is  basically  in  the  hands  of 

people  of  that  area.  He  was  not  as  reigns  above  all.  Christian  brother.  So  also  when  you  see  these  signs  all  the  messengers  from  the  churches  to 

numbers  oriented  as  most  of  our  0*1®  touch  Joe  H.  Tuten  taken  tf^ether,  coming  to  pass,  you  the  convention.  These  messengers 

preachers.  ITiere  is  NO  error  in  this  The  magnificence  within  Jackson  may  know  of  a  surety  that  HE  is  near  elect  the  candidates  whose  convic- 

passage.  Only  inspired  _  .  vaitnr  at  the  very  door.”  tirnis  most  closely  resemble  their  own. 

II  Sam.  24 : 1  says  that  the  Lord  was  By  those  who  understand.  i  nanx  you.  ii-oiior  Candy  'Taylor  You  tell  us  that  the  Executive  Corn- 

angry  with  Israel  and  mo\^  David  to  Randy  Michael  Kilgore  Need  abortion  letter  Tupelo  mittee  desired  Dr.  Chapman’s 

numTOr  the  people  It  does  NOT  say  Newton  irHitnr-  Election  in  Aberdeen  message  and  a  resolution  adopted 

hnw  he  moved  him  IChron  21-1  tells  eoiior.  ...  the  committee  to  be  released 

us  w^Godl^toiSlSSnce  David  ^  w“h^  k,  a  unedit^.  Wouldn’t  this  te  tte  ultiinate 

And  we  know  Satan  is  eaaer  to  cause  nrr  »  e  "ccort  and  have  miw  wns  who  Thank  you  so  much  for  coming  and  m  unbiased  news  service? 

aMDlTtro^inrhen  God  allows  it.  Womens  Day  of  prayer  are  Baptists  lam  a  Catholic.  covering  the  recent  Board  of  Maybe  that  was  the  problem  with 

’TheninlSam  21'1  Ahimelechwas  Fditnr-  Knowing  ^t  Baptiste  abhor  abor-  Aldermen  meeting  for  the  city  of  the  former  press  director  and  news 

the  priest  who  gave  David  the  hallow-  1!£,^y,  November  5,  is  the  Baptist  Ste^yo'S  MpLr  and  suSSfuJ!  The  liquor  issite  ^  fa^  ^itor  -  too  much  editing  I  don’t 

ed  fa^d  “in  the  davs  of  Abiathar”  Wnmen’c  riav  nf  Prav^r  Around  the  write  your  paper  ana  suggesi  irai  Aberdeen,  and  we  encourage  all  the  know  these  men;  but  if  their 

fJllk.2:26),0»pri«t?Shoescapedthe  SsaSS.,  ^ule' Baptbt 

Slaughter  Of  King  Saul  in  I  Sam.  appeal  to  Souttiern  Baptist  women  to  anv^vTJomiio^aC  say  no  to  1^1  liquor.  We  dwply  ap-  same  as  the  Bapl^  Record^,  I^ 

22:20-23.  This  certainly  would  be  well  hK  this  day?  The  Day  of  Prayer  is  Kffor  aU  SS  s^  P*'®*'’**^  ® “"derstand  why  they  no  longer  hold 

known  U,  the^le  to  when  J«us  jhe  primary  itotoc.  th.  Wnmenk  Sd'^itto  <JS?5.S^U^?nS  sSSs  to  “ZSSbinnednmssislundof 

spoke,  since  he  remained  with  their  Department  of  the  Baptist  World  mnaroasmon  and  lot  tham  itnniv  that  ^2.'^  Droinere  ana  sisiere  in  Having  an  unpiasM  prras  is  xinaoi 

favorite  king  untU  the  death  of  Saul.  Alliance  Yi«  beSSe^  Oinst  to  pray  for  us  during  Ihe  days  hke  being  a  sinless  Christian,  a  lofty 

Habakkuk  3:3  does  not  say  that  God  I  ask  that  the  women  of  my  own  ^ 

originated  in 'Teman,  but  that  he  was  Southern  Baptist  Convention  not  li^t-  wishes  be  kn^n  ^  words  of  Paul  in  II  Cor.  10.3-5 

tltere  and  came  to  another  place  ly  pass  this  day,  for  women  in  other  go  many  of  us  sound  off  about  the 
where  he  cwe«^  h!^  sacr^y.  In  Afnca  Asia,  terriblen^s  of  abortion  but  don’t  do 

gloiy  and  fi  led  the  earth  wi^  his  euto^  I^in  America  and  the  ^uch  about  it  (me  included).  We  just 

praiM.  Aren  t  you  glad  God  can  do  Southwest  Pacific,  this  will  be  a  day  tgUj  _  ^ut  not  to  the  right  ^ 

u  in  20 1.1  k  *k-  n  f  A  lush  expectation  and  dewtion.  pieThat’swhylsuggesttheformlet- 
Josh^  10:  U-14  has  nothing  to  do  Many  observances  will  be  led  by  our  gurely  there  are  many  who  would 
wth  wtether  tlte  sun  revolves  an^  own  missionaries.  be  glad  to  do  this.  Of  course,  a  per- 

the  earth  or  not,  nor  does  it  say  that  Among  the  bustle  of  American  would  be  more^fectwe 

one  w^  or  another  “  wo^  hare  lifestyle,  ire  must  not  forget  to  join  the  Those  who  wish  could  add  their  own 
been  about  as  silly  as  these  so-called  concert  of  prayer.  If  prevented  from  postscript 

“contradictions”  to  hare  stat^  it  attending  a  prayer  group  meeting,  in-  we  all  feel  revulsion  when  we  think 
otherwise.  Our  modera-^y  weatheij  dividual  Baptist  women  can  private-  qj  gas  chambers  and  holocaust  of 
men  give  the  Umes  of  and  ly  join  in  the  worldiride  circuit,  Na^,  but  do  we  realize  that  God 

‘sunset  F^yer  guidance  is  pnn^  m  the  bold  us  responsible  for  our  own 

l^yle  B.  Cooper  N^mlter  issue  of  Royal  ^i^e.  trying  to  prevent  the 

Tup®lo  .  For  aln^t  40  years.  ^  murder  of  his  unborn  cnilii^n?  At 

Tribute  to  Swor  Woinens  Day  Prajter  l«s  been  a  jg^gj  yjg  German  citizens  were  in 

‘1}??®^’  but  pe^rful  ne^ork  of  iwon-  bQ^uy  danger  if  they  stood  up  to  their 
Editor:  ciliaboa  ^  tal^  ot  Up  ray  government  to  condemn  what  was 

For  most  people,  life  can  be  very  provides  the  bulk  of  the  budget  for  tite  taking  place,  but  we  here  in  America 
normal  with  its  extremes.  Many  peo-  BWA  Women’s  Department.  The  having  nothing  to  lose  (but  our  own 
pie  hare  touched  my  heart.  But  not  women,  as  an  auxiliary  of  the  BWA,  ggjj  respect)  if  we  nonchalanUy  stai^ 
many  can  touch  your  heart  and  mind  receive  no  funding  from  the  BWA  by  as  if  itis  “out  of  of  our  hanra”  and 
as  Chester  Swor  could.  I’m  not  prais-  general  budget.  On  the  contrary,  the  “pppe  of  our  business.” 
ing  him  for  any  other  purpose  other  BWA  receives  assistance  from  the  has  been  great  to  our  country, 

than  this.  My  life  since  the  age  of  23  women.  Southern  Baptist  women  but  it  appears  that  we  are  going  to  let 
has  been  filled  with  extremes.  I’ve  should  feel  the  full  responsibility  of  y  decay  from  the  inside  out. 
been  diagnosed  as  a  paranoid  being  the  most  populous  and  most  Hilda  lidlos 

schizophrenic  with  bipolar  illness,  privileged  of  all  the  participants.  Ex-  Philadelphia 

Both  together  would  tear  at  your  cept  for  the  generosity  of  Southern  a#»nanna 

heart,  soul,  and  mind.  In  October  of  Baptiste,  the  organization  could  not  v-iiianging  oi  seasons 
1985,  at  a  retreat,  I  met  Chester  Swor.  hare  survived  in  the  past  and  cannot  Editor : 

I  was  a  student  at  East  Central  Com-  fulfill  its  potential  for  the  future  What  a  beautiful  day  it  was  in  late 
munity  College.  He  left  me  with  one  Our  continental  treasurer  is  Dr.  August.  The  air  was  beginning  to 
thing  in  mind.  I  was  26  years  old.  I  was  Aurelia  Downey,  P.  O.  Box  ^5,  carry  the  feeling  of  a  new  season  ap- 
desntute  in  my  mind,  and  I  had  the  ex-  Greenbelt,  MD  21)770.  The  organiza-  preaching.  There  was  a  light  brreze 
perience  of  meeting  life  ’Three  weeks  tion  is  the  North  American  Baptist  that  seemed  to  whisper,  “Fall  is  nigh.” 
after  the  retreat  I  lost  my  mind  to  the  Women’s  Union.  Any  person  having  My  flowers  were  beginning  to  fade 
bout  of  those  dreaded  illnesses.  For  questions  about  the  or^nization  may  and  wither.  ’The  summer’s  heat  had 
two  months  I  was  in  a  mental  hospital,  contact  me  at  Samford  University  in  taken  its  toll  on  them.  ’The  crepe  myr- 

I  had  electric  shock  treatments  per-  Birmingham.  tie  trees  next  to  the  house  were  in 

formed  on  me,  a  series  of  12  of  them.  'Thank  you  for  helping  assure  that  their  final  blooming  stages. 

That  time  of  my  life  I  don’t  remember  Southern  Baptist  women  keep  faith  There  was  something  about  this 
much,  but  I  do  remember  Chester  with  our  sisters  around  the  world.  time  of  year  that  made  me  look  back 
Swor.  I  had  just  learned  to  write  my  Catherine  B.  Allen  to  my  childhood.  Memories  of  walk- 

feelings  and  expressions  on  paper.  President  ing  around  with  my  grandmother  in 

'Thanks  to  him  with  entrusting  words,  Women’s  Department  her  backyard  filled  my  mind.  She 

I  was  won  to  Jesus.  I’m  an  aspiring  of  the  Baptist  World  talked  to  me  often  about  the  changes 

Doet  now.  and  I  have  just  recently  Alliance  in  the  seasons.  Autumn  was  not  her 


L.  V.  Shoemake 
Collins 
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November  14,  1990 
“One  in  the  Word” 

Wednesday  Morning  -  . 

“Sanctify  them  through  thy  truth:  thy  word  is  truth."  John  17:17 

8 : 45  Prelude . Pianist/Organist 

First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

8:50  Sounding  of  the  Gavel . Larry  Otis 

8:55  Choral  Praise . First  Baptist  Church,  Quitman 

Wayne  Baggett,  Director 

9:05  Congregational  Praise . Wayne  Baggett 

Scripture . Gowan  Ellis 

Prayer . Sammy  McMillen 

9:15  Bible  Treasure . Frank  Pollard 

9:40  Report  of  Education  Commission . Ron  Kirkland 

10:00  Business  Session 

Adoption  of  Budget 

Report  of  Committee  on  Nominations . Bill  Alexander  • 

Miscellaneous  Business 

10:30  Recognition  of  Outstanding  Pastors  by  Church  Administration  — 

Pastoral  Ministries  Department . Julius  Thompson 

10:35^  Board  of  Ministerial  Education  Report . Jack  Winscott 

10:40‘  Convention  in  Worship 

Congregational  Praise . Wayne  Baggett 

10:45  How  I  Met  Jesus . David  Compton 

10:50  Special  Music . Sanctuary  Choir 

10:55  Convention  Sermon . Rex  Yancey 

11:30  Benediction . Harvey  Sewell 

November  14,  1990 
“One  in  Witness” 

Wednesday  Afternoon 

"And  ye  also  shall  bear  witness  .  .  John  15:27 

1:50  Prelude . Pianist/Organist 

First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

2:00  Sounding  of  the  Gavel . . . . Eddie  Hamilton 

Congregational  Praise . Jerry  Tall^ 

Scripture . Randy  Bain 

Prayer . Jimmy  Russell 

2:10  Bible  Treasure . Frank  Pollard 

2:40  Report  of  Resolutions  Committee . . . . Hardy  Denham 

Report  of  Time,  Place  and  Preacher  Committee  .  Lannie  Wilbourn 

2:50  Miscellaneous  Business 

3:00  Congregational  Praise . Richard  Joiner 

3:05  How  I  Met  Jesus . . Bush  Hamilton 

3:10  Choral  Praise . Mississippi  College  Concert  Chorale 

Richard  Joiner,  Director 

3:15  Spotlight  on  Christian  Education 

3:30  Evangelism  Report . Guy  Henderson 

3:40  Choral  Praise . Mississippi  College  Concert  Chorale 

3:50  Sermon . Henry  Blackaby 

4:20  Benediction . Tbmmy  Ihckett 


November  14,  1990 
“One  in  Worship” 


Wednesday  Evening 

" .  .  .  that  they  may  behold  my  glory  .  .  John  17:24 

7:00  Prelude . . Ttemple  Baptist  Church  Choir 

and  Orchestra,  Hattiesburg 
Paul  KooiKe,  Director 

7:05  Sounding  of  the  Gavel 

7:10  Congregational  Praise . Paul  Koonce 

Scripture .  . Nell  land 

Pnyer  . .  . . Greg  Herndon 

7:20  Choral  Praise . Thmple  Baptist  Church  Choir  and  Orchestra 

7:30  Memorial  Service .  . Louis  Smith 

7:40  How  I  Met  Jesus  . Eddie  Kinchen 

7:45  Choral  Praise . Thmple  Baptist  Church  Choir  and  Orchestra 

7:50  Sermon  . Joel  Gregory 

8:30  Benediction .  . Gary  Shows 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Officers 

Presidont . . . Eddie  Hamilton 

First  Vice  President . ; . Larry  Otis 

Second  Vice  President . Ihlmadge  Smith 

Recording  Secretary . . J.  Clark  Hensley 

Assistant  Recording  Secretary . J.  W.  Blister 

Committee  on  Order  of  Bnsiness 

Gary  Berry,  Chairman 

Larry  Youm 

Ibm  SumraTl 

Bill  Bacon 

Sandra  Gunn 

Accompanists 

Eva  Hart,  Pianist;  Dot  Pray,  Organist. 

Program  covers  for  Week  of  Prayer 

available  from  Baptist  Book  Store 

The  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  of  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  has 
announced  that  program  covers  for  the  Fbreign  Missions  Week  of  Prayer 
are  available  from  &  Baptist  Book  Store  in  Jackson,  telephone:  354-3417. 

The  bookstore  has  in  stock  these  program  covers  for  16.95  per  100,  plus 
6  percent  sales  tax.  The  program  covers  are  not  available  from  the  WMU 
Department  at  the  Baptist  Building. 


Preschool  care 
will  be  available 
at  convention 

Preschool  care  will  be  available  for 
children,  ages  birth  through  five,  at 
First  Church,  Jackson,  duiing  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  Nov 
13-14. 

The  preschool  departments  are 
located  on  the  street  level  off  North 
State  Street. 

The  following  are  procedures  to  be 
followed: 

1.  Register,  giving  names  of 
children,  the  parent,  and  the  church. 

2.  Be  sure  all  belongings  are 
labeled. 

3.  For  irJants,  leave  a  time  schedule 
for  feeding. 

4.  Leave  the  children  no  earlier  than 
20  minutes  before  the  beginning  of  a 
session  and  pick  them  up  no  later  than 
15  minutes  after  the  close  of  the 
sessions. 

Children  may  be  left  through  the 
evening  meal  on  Monday  and  noon 
meals  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  if 
parents  provide  a  sack  lunch. 


Hamilton  succeeds 
Mathis  as 

president.  Fellowship 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  “Our  key  em¬ 
phasis  was  that  of  peace  and  seeking 
common  ground,”  said  Murray 
Mathis,  outgoing  president  of  the 
State  Baptist  Convention  Presidents’ 
Fellowship  which  met  in  Nashville  in 
September. 

Mathis,  president  of  the  Tennessee 
Baptist  Convention,  and  who  has  led 
the  group  for  the  past  year,  was  suc- 
cee<^  by  Eddie  Hamilton,  president 
of  the  Mississippi  State  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention.  Hamilton  is  eligible  for  re- 
election  by  the  Mississippi 
messengers  at  November’s  state  con¬ 
vention.  He  is  pastor  of  Oak  Forest 
CIhurch,  Jackson. 

“One  of  the  high  points  of  our 
meeting  was  a  dialogue  with  Morris 
Chapman,”  SBC  president,  said 
Mathis,  pastor  of  Third  Lliiueh  in 
Murfreesboro.  Mathis  said  (Chapman 
discussed  problems  facing  Southern 
Baptists  a^  s(Mne  possible  solutions. 

Idathis  said  the  presidents’  group 
tiStneen  meeting  for  several  years 
during  the  sessions  of  the  Executive 
Committee  in  Nashville 


Scheduled  convention- 
related  meetings 

Southern  Seminary  William  Carey 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  -  Mississippi 
alumni  of  Southern  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  are  invited  to  a  reunion 
luncheon,  Nov.  13,  at  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Building  Sky  Room  in 
Jackson. 

The  luncheon,  held  annually  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
(Convention,  will  begin  at  noon  and  will 
include  an  address  by  Loyd  Allen, 
assistant  professor  of  church  history. 
Tickets  are  $10  and  can  be  obtained 
sending  a  stamped,  self-addressed 
envelope  to  Stephen  Odom,  president 
of  Southern  Seminary’s  Mississippi 
alumni,  at  3200  Arlington  Loop,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  MS  39401. 

New  Orleans 
Seminary 

Mississippi  alumni  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary  are  invited  to  a  lunch  at 
noon,  IXiesday,  Nov.  13,  at  (Colonial 
Heights  (Church,  Jackson. 

For  more  information,  call  Hugh 
Gordan,  (601)  736-2683  or  (601) 
736-5965. 


The  William  Carey  College  Alumni 
Association  will  serve  a  complimen¬ 
tary  continental  breakfast  to  alumni 
and  friends  during  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention. 

The  breakfast  will  be  held  at  7:45 
a.m.  on  'Tuesday,  Nov.  13,  in  the  new 
Fellowship  Hall  East,  State  Street 
Side,  First  Church,  Jackson. 

Southwestern 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  —  Alumni, 
friends  and  former  students  of 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth,  Tex.  are  meeting  in  Jackson 
Nov.  13. 

The  group  will  meet  at  12:15  p.m.  at 
(Calvary  Church. 

Farrell  Blankenship,  alumni  presi¬ 
dent  in  Mississippi,  will  preside. 
Representing  Southwestern  will  be 
Harold  Freeman,  professor  of 
preaching. 


Isn’t  it  wonderful  how  well 
Abraham  Lincoln  made  out,  consider¬ 
ing  he  was  culturally  deprived?  — 
Tl«  South  Milwaukee  (Wis.)  Quality 
Newspapers 


Ministers’  wives  will 
meet,  First  Church 


Southern  seeks 
distinguished 
alumni  nominations 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  -  The  Office  of 
Alumni  Relations  at  Southern 
Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  is  seek¬ 
ing  nominations  for  the  1991 
Distinguished  Alumni  Awards. 

Any  person  who  is  a  graduate  of 
Southern  Seminary  and  Iw  been  ac¬ 
tive  in  some  aspect  of  vocational 
(Christian  ministiy  for  a  minimum  of 
10  years  is  eligible. 

Ninninations  must  be  submitted  in 
writing  and  should  include  the  follow¬ 
ing:  (1)  letter(s)  of  recommendation; 
and  (2)  current  resume  of  the 
nominee  The  letter(s)  of  recommen¬ 
dation  should  address  the  nominee’s 
qualifications  in  the  following 
categories:  (1)  faithfulness  in  Chris¬ 
tian  ministry;  (2)  effective  leader¬ 
ship;  and  (3)  quality  of  ministry. 

^nd  nominations  to  Office  of 
Alumni  Relations,  2825  Lexington  Rd., 
Louisville,  KY  40280.  The  deadline  for 
receiving  nominations  is  Jan.  1. 


'Titles  of  sessions  have  been  an¬ 
nounced  for  the  1990  Ministers’  Wives 
(Conference  taking  place  the  afternoon 
of  Nov.  12.  'This  is  simultaneous  with 
the  Pastors’  Conference.  Both 
meetings  are  at  First  Church, 
Jackson. 

'The  titles  include  “How  to  Polish 
Your  Halo,”  “What’s  a  (Crisis  Like  'This 
Doing  in  a  Nice  Home  Like  Ours?” 
“Kudos  for  the  Sta^  Hands,”  and 
“Parenting  in  the  Mmister’s  Home” 

'The  program  is  designed  so  that 
participants  can  attend  any  two  of  the 
aforementioned  sessions. 

Registration  begins  at  the  church  at 
1  p.m.  'There  is  a  welonne  and  over¬ 
view  at  1:15.  The  first  set  of 
simultaneous  sessions  begins  at  1:30 
and  goes  to  a  2:45  break  and 
fellow^p  hosted  by  the  Mississippi 
WMU  staio.  The  second  set  of  sesiiong 


begins  at  3:15  and  adjournment  is  at 
4:45. 

Leaders  for  the  sessions  include 
Betty  Davis,  wife  of  the  pastor  of 
Glade  Church,  Laurel,  for  the  “halo” 
sessions;  ’Wilda  Fancher,  wife  of  the 
consultant  in  the  MBfCB’k  Evang^m 
Department,  for  the  ‘^crisis”  sessions ; 
Lynda  Street,  wife  of  the  pastor  of 
(Calvary  (Church,  Jackson,  for  the 
“kudos”  sessions;  and  Ron  Mum- 
bower,  minister  of  counseling  at  First 
(Church,  Jackson,  for  the  “parenting” 
sessions. 

'The  conference  offers  child  care  in 
the  First  (Church  nursery  on  a  limited 
basis.  Those  planning  to  bring 
chilchren  need  to  pre-register  with  the 
sponsoring  department.  Church 
Administration-Pastoral  Ministries, 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 


“You  are  invited  to  the 
Pastors’  Conference  because” 

By  J.  Roy  McComb 

'The  Mississim  Baptist  Pastors*  make  hew  ones. 

(Conference  will  meet  Nov.  12,  1990  at  4)  The  Pastors’  (Conference  is  a 
First  Baptist  Church,  Ja<±son,  begin-  great  i^ce  to  hear  some  (rf  the  finest 
ning  at  1:15.  As  your  president,  I  want  preaching  and  singing  to  be  heard 
to  encourage  each  pastor  in  our  state  anywhere 

to  take  a  break  on  that  Monday,  come  5)  'The  Pastors’  (Conference  is  a 
to  First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  and  great  place  to  get  better  informed 
meet  together  in  the  name  of  our  about  the  Lord’s  work. 

Lord.  6)  'The  Pastors’  (Conference  is  a 

I  believe  this  will  be  a  dvnamic  and  great  place  to  have  your  individual 
even  lifechanging  event  for  many  of  needs  met. 
us.  I  am  persua^.  Brother  Pastor,  7)  The  Pastors’  Conference  is  a 
the  time  you  spend  in  the  Pastor’s  great  place  to  find  genuine  (Christian 
(Conference  will  not  be  in  vain.  encouragement. 

1)  'The  Pastors’  (Conference  is  a  8)  The  Pastors’  Conference  is  a 

greatjplace  to  meet  God.  great  place  to  receive  a  bold  new 

2)  'The  Pastors’  (Conference  is  a  challenge. 

great  place  to  relax,  rest  and  be  9)  'The  Pastors’  (Conference  is  a 
refreshed  in  spirit.  0%at  place  to  find  answers  to  pro- 

3)  'The  Pastors’  Conference  is  a  blems  you  face 

great  place  to  meet  old  friends  and  McComb  is  pastor.  First,  Coiumbia. 
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Church  media  librarians 


Jackson 


will  meet  in 


Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Media 
Library  Oiiganization  will  hold  its  19th 
annual  conference  on  Nov.  2  and  3 
at  Broadmoor 
Church  in  Jack- 
son. 

Mancil  Ezell, 
director  of  the 
Church  Media 
Library  Depart¬ 
ment,  BSSB, 
Nashville,  will  be 
featured  speaker 
at  a  breakfast  on 
p--|t  Saturday  at  8.  He 

will  also  lead  a 
conference  on  promotion. 

There  will  be  a  buffet  supper  and 
two  hours  of  browsing  at  the  Baptist 
Book  Store,  instead  of  the  usual  ban¬ 
quet  on  FYiday  evening. 

Registration  will  begin  at  9:30  a.m. 
Nov.  2.  Selective  conferences  from  10 
to  noon  will  be  as  follows: 

Experienced  Librarians  —  Beth 
Andrews  of  Arlington,  Texas;  Audio 
Visuals  —  Andri  Landrum  of 


Jackson;  Helps  for  the  Small  Church 
Library  —  Barbara  Freese  of 
Nashville;  Computers  —  Jackie 
Anderson  of  Nashville. 

After  lunch  at  the  church,  the  open¬ 
ing  session  from  1  to  2:30  will  be 
headlined  by  a  welcome  and  devo¬ 
tional  by  the  pastor,  Jim  Futral.  Keith 
Williams  of  the  state  Sunday  School 
Department,  consultant,  church 
media  library,  will  give  the  theme  in¬ 
terpretation  and  Ja^e  Anderson  will 
make  media  recommendatioas. 

Base  conferences  for  which  study 
course  credit  is  available,  will  be  from 
2:30  to  6  p.m.  on  Friday  and  9:30  to  12 
on  Saturday  morning  (with  a 
30-minute  break  hosted  by  the  Broad¬ 
moor  Media  Library). 

The  base  conferences  and  the 
leaders  will  include  Beginning 
Classification  and  Cataloging  — 
Beulah  Lewis  and  Janet  Jci^n, 
director  and  assistant  of  the  First 
(Thurch,  Jackson,  Media  Library;  Ad¬ 
vanced  Classification  and  CataK^ing 
—  Jackie  Anderson,  staff  consultant 


Anderson  Freese 

of  the  Media  Library  Department, 
BSSB,  Nashville;  Promotion  —  Man¬ 
cil  Ezell;  Book  Repair  —  Peggy 
Thcon,  church  media  librap'  director. 
Mobile,  Ala. ;  Administration  —  Beth 
Andrews,  CML  director,  Arlington, 
Texas;  Learning  Team  —  Barbara 
Frese,  field  services  consultant,  CML 
Department,  BSSB,  Nashville. 

Presiding  at  the  conference  will  be 
Sandra  Fitts,  president,  of  Corinth. 
Other  officers  are  Lois  Russell,  vice 
president,  Monticello;  Margaret 
Keith,  sec.-treas.,  Jackson;  Esther 
Seale,  program  chairman,  Jackson; 
Agatha  Sandidge,  historian, 
Brookhaven;  Juanita  Hight,  publici¬ 
ty  chairman,  Louisville;  and  Carolyn 
Hulsey,  ex  officio. 


FMB  eyes  Korea  tax  puzzle 


SEOUL,  South  Korea  (BP)  — 
Southern  Baptist  mission  leaders  are 
working  on  two  fronts  to  try  to  solve 
a  $1.6  million  Korean  tax  puzzle. 

Under  a  new  government  ruling, 
that’s  what  it  wo^d  cost  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  annually  in  taxes 
unless  it  sells  about  two-thirds  of  its 
property  in  South  Korea  that  the  na¬ 
tion’s  government  now  classifies  as 
“excess”  property. 

The  board,  through  its  missionary 
organization  in  South  Korea,  has  been 
seeking  a  way  for  some  time  to  sell 
property  it  no  longer  considers  vital 
to  its  work  in  the  country.  It  had  hoped 
to  take  at  least  part  of  the  proce^, 
along  with  sale  of  unneeded  property 
in  several  other  countries,  and  use  the 
money  to  help  meet  missionary  hous¬ 
ing  and  other  property  needs 
worldwide. 

But  the  Korean  government  agen¬ 
cy  that  regulates  religious  activity  in 
the  count^  says  proceeds  from  such 
property  sales  must  be  reinvested  in 
Korean  property.  . 

Sam  James,  director  for  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board’s  work  in  Elast 
Asia,  said  he  sees  some  hope  for  a 
solution.  Government  officials  have 
told  him  and  Korean  mission  leaders 
that  they  will  work  with  them  to  try 
to  determine  wa^  the  funds  could  be 
used  in  line  with  the  Korea  Baptist 
Mission’s  charter. 

As  a  first  step  toward  seeking  a 
solution.  Foreign  Mission  Board 
trustees  at  their  October  meeting  in 
Richmond,  Va.,  authorized  the  mis¬ 
sion  organization  in  South  Korea  to 
sell  three  missionary  properties  con¬ 
taining  multiple  missionary 
residences,  two  in  Seoul  and  one  in 
Taejon.  The  land,  purchased  in  the 
1950s  and  1960s  at  costs  ranging  from 
$10,000  to  $25,000,  now  has  an 
estimated  combined  value  of  more 
than  $16  million.  Proceeds  from  the 
sale  would  be  applied  against 
operating  or  capital  expenditures  of 
the  Korean  mission  in  accordance 
with  Korean  legal  restrictions,  the  ac¬ 
tions  stipulated. 

The  h<»rd  also  authorized  sale  of  a 
Ihiwan  residence  property,  bought  in 
1962  for  $4,400  and  valued  today  at  $1 
million.  Proceeds  would  be  applied 
against  operating  expenses  of  the 
Ihiwan  Baptist  Mission  in  acccadance 


By  Michael  Chute 

with  Ihiwan  legal  restrictions,  the  ac¬ 
tion  said. 

In  South  Korea,  as  in  a  number  of 
other  countries,  the  Southern  Baptist 
mission  organization  bought  large  lots 
in  the  1950s  and  1960s  for  single-family 
residences  when  property  was 
relatively  inexpensive.  When  mis¬ 
sionaries  completed  work  in  an  area 
and  moved  away,  the  property  was 
sold.  As  property  values  escalated  in 
South  Korea,  the  mission  organization 
received  considerably  more  funds  for 
the  land  than  it  originally  had  paid. 

For  the  past  30  years,  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  Ministry  of  Culture  has  in¬ 
sisted  that  fun^  received  from  the 
sale  of  property  must  be  used  to  pur¬ 
chase  more  property.  Much  of  this 
property  was  ne^ed  as  the  work  and 
the  number  of  missionaries  in  the 
country  grew.  But  through  this  pro¬ 
cess,  the  Southern  Baptist  mission 
organization  has  become  the  largest 
foreign,  non-profit  property  owner  in 
the  country.  James  said  it  is  the  only 
mission  organization  that  still  holds  ti¬ 
tle  to  a  large  number  of  properties. 

Implementing  the  law  that  went  in¬ 
to  effect  this  year,  the  Korean 
Ministry  of  Construction  said  that  the 
Korea  Baptist  Mission,  to  avoid  a 
heavy  tax  liability,  must  dispose  of  a 
large  portion  of  its  property.  The  con¬ 
struction  minister  calculated  “ex¬ 
cessive”  property  as  any  land  around 
a  structure  more  than  four  times 
larger  than  the  square  footage  of  the 
residence’s  ground  floor. 

South  Korea’s  new  tax  law  is  aim¬ 
ed  at  keeping  major  corrorations 
from  buying  land  as  speculative  in¬ 
vestments.  The  government  main¬ 
tains  that  speculation  buying  in  the 
past  has  forced  potential  Korean 
homeowners  out  of  the  market. 

Published  reports  say  jiet  6  percent 
of  the  corporations  operating  in  South 
Korea  control  nearly  80  percent  of  all 
property  in  the  country.  Government 
officials  believe  putting  speculative 
land  back  on  the  market  will  lower 
property  values. 

law  was  not  intended  to  correct 
non-profit  corporations,  but  it’s  im¬ 
possible  to  allow  the  law  without  ap¬ 
plying  it  to  everyone,”  James  said. 

Thw’ve  made  a  very  rigid  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  law  to  all  entities  in  Korea, 
profit  and  non-profit.” 


A  tax  accounting  firm  hired  by  the 
mission  organization  says  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  would  need  to  sell  ap¬ 
proximately  57,000  square  yards  of 
land  in  five  major  Korean  cities  — 
Seoul,  'Ihejon,  Pusan,  Taeju  and,  In¬ 
chon  —  where  the  government  has  ap¬ 
plied  the  law.  Korean  government  of¬ 
ficials  indicate  that  in  the  next  few 
years  the  law  will  extend  to  other 
areas  of  the  country. 

Korean  mission  property  consists  of 
missionary  residences  and  mission  of¬ 
fices,  property  owned  by  the  Korea 
Baptist  Cionvention  but  in  the  mis¬ 
sion’s  name,  and  some  vacant  lots 
lanned  for  future  missionary 
ousing. 

If  not  sold,  that  pcxlion  deemed  now 
to  be  ‘^excess”  land  would  require  pay¬ 
ment  of  an  annual  tax  bill  of  $1.6 
million,  far  more  than  the  entire  east 
Asia  mission  operating  budget  could 
afford,  James  noted.  He  said  the  ex¬ 
cess  property  must  be  sold  by  March 
1992  to  avoid  the  tax,  which  would  be 
applied  retroactively  to  the  date  the 
new  law  was  passed  in  March  1990. 

The  developments  in  South  Korea 
come  at  a  time  when  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  has  been  taking  a  close 
look  at  its  properties  in  South  Korea, 
Japan,  Ihiwan,  and  some  other  coun¬ 
tries.  Some  of  these  properties 
because  of  their  strategic  location, 
have  escalated  rapidly  in  value  in  re¬ 
cent  years  —  more  for  the  land  than 
for  the  structures  on  them.  Board  of¬ 
ficials  feel  the  functions  served  by 
these  properties  could  be  met  equal¬ 
ly  well  by  purchase  of  less  expensive 
properties  in  other  locations. 

Any  gains  realized  from  such  sales 
would  go  into  a  global  fund  from 
which  priority  ne^  could  be  met. 
But  this  has  not  proved  to  be  a  sim¬ 
ple  matter  because  of  the  combina¬ 
tion  of  high  taxes  on  the  sales  and  the 
cost  of  repatriating  the  funds  to  the 
United  States.  In  some  cases,  such 
repatriation  is  not  even  possible. 
Chute  writes  for  FMB. 


All  truly  wise  thougnts  have  been 
thought  already,  thousands  of  times; 
but  to  make  them  truly  ours,  we  must 
think  them  over  again  honestly,  until 
they  take  root  in  our  personal 
experience. 

Johann  von  Goethe 


HiTsday,  October  25,  1888 

Missionary  news 


Dickie  and  Dee  Nelson,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Venezuela,  are  in  the 
States  (address:  352  Dorset  Dr, 
Slidell,  La.  70458).  He  was  bom  in 
Newton  and  considers  Slidell,  La.,  his 
hometown.  The  former  Diana  (£>ee) 
Jennings,  she  was  born  in 
(Thickamauga,  Ga.,  and  also  lived  in 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  and  New  Orleans, 
La. 

Jerry  and  Glenda  White,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Korea,  are  on  the  field 
(address:  201-5  O  Jimg  Dong,  Thejon 
306-010,  Korea).  They  are  natives  of 
Mississippi.  He  was  bora  in  Marion 
County,  and  she,  the  former  Glenda 
Nix,  was  bora  in  Montrose  and  grew 
up  in  Bay  Springs. 

Mike  and  Wanda  Newton,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Korea,  are  on  the  field 
(address:  P.  0.  Box  5,  NAM  Ihegu 
705-600,  Korea).  A  native  of  Louisiana, 
he  was  born  in  Jennings  and  lived  in 
Houma,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Lafayette 
while  growing  up.  TTie  former  Wanda 
Dedeaux,  she  was  born  in  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  and  lived  in  towns  in  Loui¬ 
siana  and  Mississippi  while  growing 
up. 


Paula  Smith,  missionary  to 
Uruguay,  has  completed  langua^ 
study  and  arrived  m  the  field  to  b^in 
her  first  term  of  service  (address; 
Clasilla  14052,  Montevideo,  Uruguay). 
She  was  bora  in  Greenwood  and  con¬ 
siders  North  Carrollton  her 
hometown. 


John  and  Margaret  Tarpley,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Nigeria,  are  on  the  field 
(address:  Baptist  Medical  Centre, 
Box  15,  Ogbomosho,  Nigeria).  He  was 
born  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  also  liv¬ 
ed  in  Kentucky  and  Mississippi  while 
growing  up.  She  is  the  former 
Margaret  Anne  Johnson  of  Burns, 
Tenn. 


David  and  Barbara  Murray,  mis¬ 
sionaries,  are  on  the  field  (address: 
9,  allee  des  'Troenes,  37300  Joue-les- 
'Iburs,  France).  He  was  born  in  Moss 
Point,  and  also  lived  in  Baton  Rouge, 
Covii^ton  and  Franklinton,  La.,  wt^ 
growing  up.  The  former  Barbara 
Magee  of  Louisiana,  she  was  bora  in 
Bogalusa  and  grew  up  in  Franklinton. 


Jericho,  Baldwyn,  to  mark  100th 


Jericho  CTurch,  Baldwyn,  will  have 
its  centennial  and  homecoming, 
beginning  at  9:45  a.m.,  and  continu¬ 
ing  throughout  the  afternoon  on  Oct. 
28.  The  morning  program  will  consist 
of  recognition  of  former  members, 
pastors,  interim  pastors,  former 
ministers  of  music,  and  special 
guests.  Three  men  ordained  by  the 
church,  James  White,  Tammy  Davis, 
and  Larry  Duke  will  share  the  pulpit 
in  the  morning.  There  will  be  a  history 
of  the  church  presented.  The  offering 


will  go  to  the  building  pro^t  now  in 
progress.  A  noon  meal  will  be  provid 
ed.  The  afternoon  program  will  cat 
sist  of  a  musical  concert  by  the 
former  ministers  of  music.  Wayne 
Frederick  is  pastor. 


We  hate  to  repeat  gossip,  but  what 
else  can  you  do  with  it?  —  The 
Chewelah  (Wash.)  Independent 
Income  is  something  we  can’t  liwi 
within,  or  without.  —  The  Ballinget' 
(Texas)  Ledger 


PAVS  100%  OF  DOCTORS  BILL/PAYS  IN  OR  OUT  OF  HOSPITAUPAYS  100%  | 

I  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT  : 
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Pays  100%  of  Doctor’s  Deductibles  =  $75  per  year  * 
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Pastor  knows  first-hand 


Praxis  team  starts  church 
in  Keokuk,  Iowa 


the  need  for  organ  donors 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 


If  anybody  knows  what  it’s  luce  to  get  a  liver  transplant, 
it’s  Tom  Ozbim  of  Belmont.  He’s  had  three.  Because  of 
that  knowledge,,  he  is  beginning  a  new  ministry,  to  testify 
to  what  the  Lord  has  done  for  him  and  to  explain  the  need 
for  organ  donors.  He  plans  to  accept  one  or  two  speak¬ 
ing  engagements  each  month,  in  churches  or  civic 
organizations. 

If  anybody  can  claim  Isaiah  40:31  as  a  personal  pro¬ 
mise,  'ibm  Ozbirn  can ;  “They  that  wait  upon  the  Lord 
shall  renew  their  strength;  they  shall  mount  up  with 
wings  as  eagles ;  they  shall  run,  and  not  be  weary,  and 
they  shall  walk,  and  not  faint.” 

Three  years  ago,  in  September,  1987,  while  he  was 
pastor  of  New  Home  Church,  Fulton,  he  began  hemor¬ 
rhaging  and  went  into  a  coma.  At  age  45,  he  lud  primary 
biliary  cirrhosis.  Three  months  later,  in  December,  at 
Mayo  Clinic,  he  received  a  liver  transplant.  That  year 
he  and  his  wife,  Becky,  were  to  fly  nine  times  to  Mayo’s. 

After  anti-rejection  medicine  caused  necrosis  of  the 
hips,  he  in  June,  1988,  had  surgery  to  replace  one  hip.  By 
November  of  that  y^,  his  liver  was  so  infected  that  doc¬ 
tors  said  he  might  live  a  year,  without  another  operation. 
So  in  December,  the  day  after  Christmas,  he  got  a  se¬ 
cond  donated  liver,  one  which  in  him  never  did  function. 
Five  days  later,  Dwember  13,  Mayo  doctors  did  a  third 
liver  transplant. 

Pneumonia  clouded  Ibm’s  September  of  1989.  January, 
1990,  held  for  him  a  second  hip  replacement.  Respiratory 
distress  after  surgery  sent  him  to  intensive  care 

This  disease  has  caused  him  to  be  a  diabetic,  and  to 
have  osteoporosis,  or  weak  bones.  Also  he  has  hi^  blood 
pressure.  His  spent  muscles  require  theraj^  twice  a 
week.  Recently  he  had  laser  surgery  to  repair  damage 
to  a  retina,  and  he  expects  to  have  cataract  surgery  in  the 
not  too  distant  future. 

Despite  his  suffering,  Ibm  always  greets  doctors  with 
a  smile.  Hence,  doctors  have  repeat^ly  commented  on 
this  patient’s  strong  faith  in  G^. 


Becky  and  Tom  Ozbim  explain  that  the  eagle  on  the  table 
at  left  is  one  of  a  collection  he  has  begun.  This  one  came 
from  Tanzania.  His  interest  in  eagles  stems  from  his 
dependence  on  the  promise  in  Isaiah  40:31. 


Along  the  way,  people  have  asked  has  provided  our  needs,  physical,  her  father  became  ill,  she  has  become 


By  Breena  Kent  Paine 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  “Don’t  give  up  “I  just  knew  God  had  everything  ae¬ 
on  me,”  Jose  told  Bob  and  Amy  Lit-  cording  to  his  plan,”  Bob  said.  “I  had 
tie,  natives  of  Starkville,  Miss.,  and  the  exegesis  of  Acts  in  the  spring  at 
New  Orleans,  La.  “I’ve  got  troubles  New  Orleans  Seminary  ....  That’s 
with  the  bottle,  but  I’m  going  to  come  just  what  we  studied  in  Acts,  starting 
to  church  one  day.”  a  church.  I  began  preaching  through 

The  Littles  were  assigned  to  Acts  because  I  loved  it.  It  was  ap- 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  as  one  of  several  propriate.” 

Praxis  teams  from  New  Orleans  Amy  gave  a  “silver  box  tea  party” 
Seminary  sent  on  10-week  projects  in  for  women  in  the  community,  helping 
communities  across  the  country  them  to  learn  to  encourage  their 
perceived  as  targets  for  church  families  and  friends, 
planting.  One  woman,  Tina,  who  had  lived 

They  b^an  their  work  in  Keokuk  by  with  her  boyfriend  for  10  years,  seem- 
introducing  themselves  to  the  city,  ed  impressed  with  Bob  and  Amy’s 
dining  out,  meeting  city  officials,  and  marriage.  They  were  able  to  tell  her 
just  walking  down  the  street  holding  about  the  peace  they  had  found  in 
hands.  They  would  knock  on  doors,  Christ,  but  Tina  never  came  to 
about  150  a  week,  to  ask  people  to  at-  church. 

tend  church  or  Bible  study.  People  At  the  end  of  the  summer,  the  Lit- 
began  to  recognize  them  as  “that  ties  brought  photographs  they  had 
sweet  couple.”  taken  of  Tina’s  children  during 

Most  were  receptive,  and  said  they  Backyard  Bible  Clubs.  Amy  asked, 
would  attend  Sunday  services,  which  ‘Tina,  we  want  to  share  with  you  the 
Bob  had  set  up  in  a  conference  room  love,  the  j<^,  and  the  peace  that  we 
of  the  Days  Inn.  Sunday  would  “roll  have  in  Christ  Jesus;  would  that  be  all 
around,”  and  none  of  those  who  com-  right?  ” 

mitted  to  come  would  be  there,  Amy  As  they  read  through  a  gospel  tract, 

said.  Bob  entertained  the  kids. 

The  Littles  soon  found  “relational  “My  tongue  felt  like  it  was  tied,” 
evangelism  was  the  key,”  Amy  said.  Amy  said.  “When  we  got  to  the  end, 
“Meeting  people  where  they  are  and  I  asked,  ‘Do  you  understand 
helping  them  to  grow  to  all  God  wants  everything  we’ve  read  so  far?  ’  ” 
them  to  be.”  “Yes,”  Tina  answered,  “and  I  don’t 

They  began  to  work  on  building  want  to  be  left  behind.” 
deeper  relationships  with  those  “I  saw  her  sigh  deeply,  like  she  was 
families  which  seemed  most  in-  just  about  to  take  a  nose  dive,”  Amy 
terested.  By  midsummer,  average  said.  Then,  with  Amy’s  help,  Tina 
church  attendance  was  15,  and  the  l^t  prayed  to  accept  Christ,  “tears  rolling 
Sunday  the  Littles  were  there,  25  out  of  her  eyes.” 
came.  Paine  works  for  NOBTS  PR  dept. 

Rebel  fighting  in  Rwanda 
halts  most  mission  work 


h.m,  “How  could  you  cope  with  so 
much  pain?”  His  answer  is  twofold - 
(1)  “I  have  placed  my  reliance  in 
God”  (2)  I  have  set  short-term  goals.” 

“I  would  not  be  here  without  the 
Lord,”  he  said.  “I  just  turned  it  all  over 
to  him,  for  there  was  nothing  I  could 
do.” 

He  admits,  “We  have  had  discourag¬ 
ing,  depressing  moments.  If  it  had  not 
bwn  for  my  wife’s  words  of  en¬ 
couragement,  I  could  not  have  made 
it.  I  would  have  given  up.  Every  time 
something  happens,  we  just  ask  the 
Lord  to  help  us  and  we  ask  that  tus  will 
be  done,  and  we  accept  it.  'That’s  hard 
sometimes.” 

Tbm  Ozbim  and  Becky  Ginn  have 
known  each  other  since  high  school 
days  in  Belmont.  At  age  16,  he  was 
converted  and  was  baptized  at  First 
Baptist  Church,  Belmont.  At  age  21, 
he  felt  God’s  call  to  preach,  but  ran 
from  it.  At  age  31,  he  surrendered.  At 
that  time,  he  held  a  supervisory  job 
with  the  Ford  company  in  Muscle 
Shoals,  Ala.  After  Highland  Park 
Church,  Muscle  Shoals  (where  he  was 
a  deacon),  licensed  him  to  the 
ministrv,  his  first  pastorate  at 
'IXKCumbia,  Ala.  was  bi-vocational. 

When  Calvary  (Thurch,  Belmont,  in 
his  hometown,  called  him  full-time,  it 
took  a  lot  of  soul  searching,  he 
remembers.  If  he  left  his  job  with 
F^,  it  would  mean  a  drastic  cut  in 
salary.  But  he  accepted  the  call,  and 
now  saw  in  retroap^  ‘The  Lord  has 
blessed  me”  From  (Calvary,  he  mov¬ 
ed  to  New  Home 

Of  her  husband’s  illness,  Becky 
said,  “It  takes  the  bad  times  to  help 
us  appreciate  the  good  times.  In  the 
hospital,  we  have  seen  others  in  even 
worse  condition.  It  was  good  for  all  of 
us  to  see  we  are  not  the  only  ones  go¬ 
ing  through  an  the  suffering.  The  Lord 


financial,  emotional,  spiritual.  He 
always  gives  us  the  strength  and  the 
grace  to  come  through.” 

And  she  referred  to  eagles:  “We 
have  claimed  Isaiah  40:31  as  our  pro¬ 
mise  so  many  times,  especially  when 
he  was  in  a  wheelchair  the  first  time 
and  wanted  to  walk  so  much.”  He 
began  a  collection  of  figures  of  eagles 
thra,  and  has  received  several  as  ^ts 
from  his  family.  One  is  of  carved 
ebony,  from  Ihnzania. 


PEOPLE  HAVE  ASKED, 
“HOW  CAN  YOU  COPE 
WITH  SO  MUCH  PAIN?”  HIS 
ANSWER  IS  TWO  FOLD:  (1) 
“I  HAVE  PLACED  MY 
RELIANCE  IN  GOD”  (2)  “I 
HAVE  SET  SHORT-TERM 
GOALS.” 


As  for  short  term  goals,  he  prayed 
continuously  after  surgery  last 
January  that  he  would  come  back 
home  to  Belmont  in  time  to  see  his 
youngest  daughter,  Michelle,  ^duate 
from  high  school.  “My  goal  was  to 
walk  into  the  auditorium,  and  to  watch 
her  receive  her  diploma.”  He  reach¬ 
ed  that  goal.  Michelle,  who  is  now  in 
her  first  semester  at  Northeast 
Mississippi  (immunity  College  at 
BooneviUe,  is  studying  to  be  a  m^cal 
lab  technician.  His  other  two 
'daughters  are  married.  Alicia,  who 
lives  in  Tupelo,  is  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  State,  in  computer 
science  Melody  lives  at  Golden.  Since, 


a  nurse. 

“My  next  goal  is  to  play  golf  again,” 
said  Tbm.  “I  used  to  play  with  Dr. 
James  Travis  at  Blue  Mountain  (Al¬ 
lege.” 

People  have  said  to  him  often,  “God 
must  have  something  special  for  you 
to  do,”  and  he  agrees,  “I  have  b^n 
resurrected  from  the  dead  at  least 
three  times.”  That’s  why  he  has  begun 
a  new  ministry.  He  wants  to  give  his 
testimony,  and  to  help  others,  since  so 
many  —  so  “unbelievably  many,”  — 
have  helped  him. 

One  speaking  engagement  he  has 
set  up  for  Oct.  25.  He  must  limit 
himself  to  one  or  two  speaking 
engagements  a  month,  at  churches 
and/or  civic  organizations.  “I  am  not 
going  to  charge  a  fee,”  he  said.  “If  the 
church  wants  to  give  a  love  offering, 
that  will  be  fine”  His  phone  number 
is  601-454-9498. 

He  will  explain  what  people  would 
need  to  do  to  give  or  get  transplants, 
and  what  they  can  expiect  as  a  result 
of  being  a  recipient. 

“The  family  must  sign  a  release  for 
the  ormn  donation,”  he  said.  “Approx- 
imateiy  5,000  are  waiting  each  day  for 
organ  transplants.” 

An  emergency  case  gets  flrst  choice 
of  an  organ,  when  there  is  a  waiting 
list  —  as  did  Tbm  when  his  second 
transplanted  liver  failed  to  function. 
Hospitals  have  computer  networks  to 
locate  organs  when  they  become 
available 

“I  want  to  do  whatever  it  is  God 
wants  me  to  do,”  the  pastor  said.  “It’s 
a  real  challenge”  And  he  continued, 
“Things  I  never  paid  attention  to 
before,  I  look  at  now  —  like  the 
flowers.  I  live  one  day  at  a  time  We 
have  no  promise  of  tomorrow.  But 
Jesus  said,  ‘I’ll  never  leave  you  nor 
forsake  you.’  ” 


KIGALI,  Rwanda  (BP)  —  Tensions 
in  parts  of  Rwanda  eased  Oct.  8  after 
more  than  a  week  of  fighting  between 
government  and  rebel  forces  — 
fighting  that  shut  down  most  mission 
work,  a  Southern  Baptist  missionary 
said. 

“It’s  much  better  today,”  said  mis¬ 
sionary  Sandi  Sivage  of  Liiling,  Ibxas. 
“People  are  starting  to  move  about  on 
the  streets,  more  shops  are  open  and 
I’ve  seen  people  driving  private  cars 
for  the  first  time  in  several  days.” 
Sivage  lives  in  Kigali,  the  capital  of 
the  east  African  country.  Rwanda, 
about  the  size  of  Vermont,  has  a 
population  of  nearly  7  million  people 

Although  life  in  the  capital  has 
begun  to  return  to  normal,  fighting 
continues  in  northern  Rwanda.  Mis¬ 
sion  officials  have  asked  missionaries 
outside  the  capital  to  come  into  Kigali 
for  a  mission  meeting,  if  safe  travel 
is  possible  ITie  missionaries  will  c(hi- 
sider  evacuation  options  and  safety 
factors  in  staying.  In  times  of  unrest, 
each  missionary  has  the  final  say  on 
whether  to  stay  on  the  field  or  leave 

Fighting  broke  out  Sept.  30  when 
Rwandan  rebels  from  neighboring 
Uganda  attacked  Rwandan  govern¬ 
ment  troops  near  the  Akagera  game 
park  in  northern  Rwanda.  The  rebels 
advanced  to  within  a  few  miles  of  the 
capital  befcMe  Rwandan  troops,  with 
the  aid  of  Zairian,  French,  and 
Belgian  soldiers,  halted  the  military 
push. 

Missionary  Katrina  Knox  from  Ckd- 
umbia,  Tenn.,  and  her  visiting  parents 
were  detained  in  the  ume  park  hotel 
for  about  24  hours  by  government 
Uoops  Oct.  1.  The  family  was  visiting 
the  park  vdien  they  accidentally  drove 
into  an  area  of  fighting.  They  were 
taken  to  the  hotel  fw  safety  and 


escorted  to  Kigali  the  next  day. 

Seventeen  Southern  Baptist  mission 
workers  live  in  Rwanda,  including  (xie 
volunteer  couple,  seven  missionary 
couples,  and  one  single  missionary. 

Mission  volunteers  Rick  and  Gail 
Stewart  from  Sykesville,  Md.,  plann¬ 
ed  to  leave  Rwanda  Oct.  12  for  the 
United  States.  With  a  military  escort, 
the  Stewarts  drove  from  Kigali  to 
their  home  in  Mukoma  Oct.  9  to  col¬ 
lect  their  things  before  leaving.  The 
fighting  has  forced  the  Stewarts  to  cut 
short  their  volunteer  term  by  about 
two  months. 

A  dusk-to-dawn  curfew  has  been  in 
effect  since  fighting  moved  toward  the 
capital  Oct.  4.  Missionaries  in  Kigali 
and  in  cities  south  of  the  capital  luve 
stayed  at  home,  venturing  out  only  for 
food  and  supplies,  said  mission  ad¬ 
ministrator  Vernon  Sivage  of 
Midland,  Ibxas. 

“We  are  keeping  our  heads  low  and 
listening  to  the  radio  (for  news),” 
Sivage  said.  By  Oct.  9  all  mission 
workers  had  reported  they  were  safe. 


Two  Alaskans  spent  a  summer 
vacation  in  the  northernmost  tip  of 
Maine  and  had  the  time  of  their  lives. 
As  they  were  leaving,  one  of  them  said 
to  his  host  effusively: 

“Thank  you,  thank  you!  Now  I  know 
what  they  mean  by  true  Southern 
hospitality!” 

Junior  watched  as  dad  finished  a 
heavy  meal  and  then  loosened  his 
belt. 

“Look,  Mom,”  he  said,  “Pop’s  just 
moved  his  decimal  point  over  two 
places.” 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilHams 


Letter  to  the  editor 


nient  sounds  attractive  to  me.  1  ^  your  middle  initial  —  what  does 

Denominational  loyalty  has  it  stand  for?  For  a  longtime,  I  didn’t 
marked  your  career.  For  34  years  you  how  anything  but  Teras  could  be 
have  championed  Southern  Baptist  "fiiddle  name,  co^idenng  your 
causes,  as  editor  or  associate  editor  boots,  your  dry 

in  three  states.  I  have  felt  an  especial  ^  Mewcan  food  ^  and  Carlene 
comradeship  with  you  since  we  both  otten  served  at  your  Chr^tmas  din- 
have  spent  practically  all  our  lives  *’®t®*’cnces  to  Baylor  and 

seeking  to  serve  the  Lord  through  the  Southwestern,  and  your  visits  to 
Baptist  state  newspaper.  Working  with  to  see  your  children  and 

you  has  not  been  just  a  string  of  hours  Sraimchildren. 
endui^,  to  earn  a  living.  It  has  been  |vl  issions  has  been  a  primary  em- 
a  series  of  always  challenging,  in-  phasis  in  Baptist  Record  pages,  under 
teresting  days.  Thank  you  for  believ-  your  leadership.  Thus  your  influence 
ing  in  me  enough  to  ask  me  to  begin  for  the  kingdom  of  God  through  this 
writing  this  column  the  week  after  paper  has  reached  around  the  world, 
you  became  Baptist  Record  editor  in  More  than  once,  you’ve  personally 
1976.  been  a  part  of  missions  teams,  in  the 

Other  editors  have  said,  rightly,  Argentina, 

that  with  your  retirement  ^uthern  and  other  places. 

Baptists  will  lose  a  valuable  voice.  riticism  I  have  seen  you  face 

Missouri  Word  and  Way  editor.  Bob  with  calmness  —  never  with 
Terry,  praised  your  expertise  and  backbiting  —  and  wondered  how  you 
abilities :  “Mississippi  Baptists  were  did  it.  You  printed  the  scalding  letters 
privileged  to  have  him.  He’s  done  an  to  the  editor  along  with  the  genial 
outstanding  job.  He  has  shown  great  ones, 
insight  and  courage.  He  has  been  ^ 

faithful  in  his  task.  His  is  a  voice  that  ^  enerosity  is  your  trademark.  If 
will  be  missed.  I  wish  he  could  con-  someone  makes  a  request  of  you, 
tinue.”  seldom  do  you  say  no.  On  the  other 

Texas  Baptist  Standard  editor,  haj^,  when  you  do,  its  final! 
Presnall  Wood,  added:  ’“Don  R eady  to  listen?  You  always  are. 

McGregor’s  longtime  service  to  Bap-  you  quietly  let  the  other  person  have 
tist  journalism  in  Texas,  California,  ggy^  g^d  then,  undeterred,  you  go 
and  Mississippi  has  made  a  inarK  of  ahead  with  whatever  it  was  you  had 
both  wisdom  and  courage.  He  has  planned  to  say  or  do.  And  when  you  set 
served  with  stability,  and  Southern  a  goal,  you  never  give  up  in  trying  to 
Baptists  can  be  grateful  for  a  commit-  reach  it 
ted  Christian  Baptist  journalist  like  p 

Don  McGregor.”  C<ditorials  have  been  your  forte. 

Louisiana  Baptist  Message  editor.  Among  my  favorites  is,  “Where  the 
Lynn  P.  Clayton,  said:  “Don  editor  stands,”  Aug.  4, 1988,  where  you 
McGregor  has  been  a  stalwart  among  state  that  you  “believe  that  God  {MTJvnd- 
state  Baptist  editors.  He  represents  ed  fw  us  a  perfect  witness  in  his  Word, 
the  best  among  us.  His  absence  the  scripture,  just  as  he  provided  for 
among  editors  is  a  very  personal  ^DSS  us  a  perfect  witness  in  the  Word,  his 
to  me.”  so^ 

Here  0“^  state,  our  execuUve  Guidance  from  you  in  daily  pro¬ 
director,  Bill  Caus^,  has  also  sp^en  solving  I  will  sorely  miss.  I  have 
words  of  appreciaticm  for  y^:^  Hes  marvel^  at  your  patience  in  handl- 
^n  a  marvelous  ^itor.  He  s  just  unending  interruptions  that 

done  a  supenor  job.  Hes  a  of  jjUg^j  y^^j.  ^j^yg  jj^^g 

unusi^l  integrity,  insist,  and  d^ica-  pygjj^  yoyj.  writing  hours  far  into  the 
tion.  He  s  a  sweet-spirited  individ^l,  eights.  I  know,  because  I’ve  b^n  one 
extremely  cwperative.  ^s  made  a  those  in  the  line-up  continually 
r?®!  contribution  and  lived  through  a  p^ting  a  path  to  your  door.  Neither 
difficult  era  to  a  newspaperman  in  |  forget  your  longsuffering  in 
Southern  Baptist  life.  teaching  me  how  to  understand  the 

N  ever-failing  have  been  your  w^ngs  of  a  new  camera, 
kindness  and  thoughtfulness,  your  Owe  you’  Yes  we  —  all  of  us 
honesty  and  youHairness.  How  oft^  Mississippi  Baptists  -  are  in  your 
I  have  seen  you  bend  wer  backward  ^ebt.  Thank  yoi  for  the  good  job  you 
to  STO  that  every  side  had  its  say  and  jj^^g  gg  jjjg  editor  of  the 
that  every  church  had  an  equal  Baptist  Record, 
chance  to  share  its  story.  Never-  ^ 

failing  have  been  your  fearlessness  —  ixetirement.  May  yours  be  the 
from  the  time  you  were  an  18-year-old  long  and  happy  one  you  deserve! 


Advisory  Committee  presents  plaque 

The  Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee  in  semi-annual  meeting  Oct.  18  presented 
a  plaque  of  appreciation  to  Don  McGregor  for  his  14  years  of  service  as  editor  of 
the  Baptist  Record.  McGregor,  who  is  retiring,  is  pictured  at  center.  Ferrell  Cork, 
chairman  of  the  Advisory  Committee  and  pastor  of  Van  Winkle  Church,  Jackson,  at 
left,  made  the  presentation.  Raymond  Martin  Jr.,  Jackson  physician,  the  committee’s 
vice  chairman,  is  at  right.  Other  members  of  the  committee  are  Bruce  Hill,  Lexington; 
Billy  Thames,  Wesson;  Tommy  Tutor,  Clarksdale;  and  Randy  Von  Kanel,  Hattiesburg. 
(Photo  by  Anne  McWilliams) 


Chaplains  in  the  desert 
find  physical  hardships 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Along  with  scor¬ 
pions  and  viper  bites.  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  chaplains  report  professions  of 
faith  and  baptisms  during  Operation 
Desert  Shield. 

Letters  received  by  the  chaplaincy 
division  of  the  Home  Mission  Board 
reveal  both  physical  hardships  and 
spiritual  renewal.  As  of  Oct.  11,  more 
than  70  Southern  Baptist  chaplains 
from  every  branch  of  the  military 
were  stationed  in  the  Middle  East. 

Due  to  military  security,  n2unes  and 
locations  of  chaplains  are  omitted 
from  this  sto^. 

One  chaplain  reported  nine  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith.  Without  rivers,  lakes,  or 
swimming  pools,  the  chaplain  used  ? 
decontamination  tank  for  a  baptistry. 
The  tank’s  rubberized  liner  on  a  metal 
frame  is  designed  to  decontaminate 
people  and  equipment  after  chemical 
warfare. 

Another  chaplain  wrote  that 
“soldiers  are  anxious  to  hear  from 
God.  I’ve  even  done  a  baptism  in  the 
d^rt;  it  may  be  the  nrst  in  this 
Moslem  land.” 

That  chaplain  is  with  the  most  for¬ 
wardly  deployed  ground  unit.  He  sa^ 
be  conducts  “platoon-size”  worship 
services,  and  it  takes  four  days  to 
cover  his  13  ministry  points  because 
the  troops  are  so  dispersed. 

Another  chaplain  reported  eight 
professions  of  faith  and  asked  for  25 
copies  of  the  Survival  Kit  for  New 
Christians  workbook  for  adults  and 
600  evangelistic  tracts.  Hie  HMB 
chaplaincy  division  will  send  the 
material  to  him. 

“Worship  services  have  been  fan¬ 
tastic,”  another  cha|dain  wrote  Atten¬ 
dance  at  the  morning  worship  service 
he  lea<b  has  grown  mm  11  to  52,  and 
the  evening  attendance  has  grown 
fnan  12  to  42.  Daily  Bible  study  atten¬ 
dance  has  grown  from  six  to  43  with 
nine  choir  members.  He  reported 
seven  professions  of  faith. 

The  chaplains  told  of  hardships 
such  as  deMit  heat  and  biting  wind. 
One  chaplain  reported  that  the  tent  ci¬ 


ty  is  up  and  showers  are  installed.  “I 
(See  CHAPLAINS  on  page  11) 
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WMU  video 
programming 
will  continue 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  -  Mis¬ 
sions  broadcasting  is  still  available  to 
Southom  Baptists  even  though  the 
Baptist  Telecommunication  Network 
has  ceased  operation,  said  a  missions 
video  producer. 

“Video  is  so  powerful  a  tool  for  mis¬ 
sions  education,  and  a  satellite  net¬ 
work  is  so  valuable  a  resource  for  the 
denomination,  that  we  must  at  least 
try  to  fill  the  void  left  by  BTN,”  said 
Stan  Hill,  video  specialist  for  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union. 

The  missions  programming  which 
has  been  available  to  subscribers  of 
BTN  will  still  be  offered  on  the  same 
satellite  channel  used  by  BTN  — 
Spacenet  1,  Channel  21,  Hill  said. 

The  programming  will  include 
shows  which  were  aired  by  BTN  — 
“Missions  File,”  “MissionsUSA  Video 
Magazine”  and  “Foreign  Missions  Up¬ 
date.”  WMU  and  the  Brotherhood 
Commission  will  also  broadcast  train¬ 
ing  programs. 

Missions  programs  will  be  aired 
each  ’Tuesday  at  1  p.m.  (CST),  Hill 
said.  Programs  are  scheduled 
through  March  12, 1991.  Continuation 
of  programming  beyond  this  date  has 
not  yet  been  decid^,  he  said. 

“With  this  temporary  arrangement 
in  place,  the  Brotherhood  Commis¬ 
sion,  Foreign  Mission  Board,  Home 
Mission  Board,  and  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  will  be  working  with 
the  Sunday  School  Board  and  the 
Radio  and  TV  Commission  to  try  to 
organize  a  free  programming  net¬ 
work,”  Hill  said. 


Devotional 


“Men  of  this  world 


99 


Land 


By  Troy  B.  Land 

One  of  the  most  curious  exercises  that  ever  ri^  rampant  in  the  mind  of 
a  Christian  is  related  to  the  apparent  prosperity  in  the  lives  of  those  who  do 
not  hold  our  Lord  in  his  proper  esteem.  We  would  justifiably  call  these  “men 
~  and  women  of  the  world.”  I  submit  that  the  answer  may 
be  realized  in  the  words  of  the  prayer  of  David,  Psalm  7 ;  14, 
for  protection  against  his  oppressors.  It  refers  to  “men  of 
this  world,  which  have  their  portion  in  this  life.” 

When  we  point  out,  according  to  the  verse,  that  they  have 
their  portion  in  this  life,  we  need  to  say  more  'That  they 
have  “their  portion  in  this  world”  is  the  very  matter  under 
interrogation.  We  shall  attempt  to  explain  briefly  that  “por¬ 
tion  in  the  world.” 

Spurgeon,  speaking  on  the  “men  of  this  world,”  explains 
that  th^  are  mere  earth  creatures,  not  men  of  the  world 
to  come,  but  mere  dwellers  in  this  narrow  sphere  or  mor¬ 
tality.  'They  have  no  hopes  or  wishes  beyond  the  ground  on 

which  they  tread. 

“Which  have  their  portion  in  this  world,”  identifies  them  with  the  prodigal; 
not  pleased  to  await  their  father’s  time  of  rewards.  They  are  like  Passion  in 
“Pilgrim’s  Progress.”  They  have  their  best  things  first  and  exuberate  in  their 
little  time. 

Some  of  the  great  theological  minds  through  the  centuries  have  suggested 
what  seems  to  be  a  very  plausible  explanation  to  that  natural  and  universal 
question.  One  is  that  (lod  gives  “men  of  this  world”  a  portion  here  to  show 
^m  what  little  good  there  really  is  in  all  these  things,  and  to  show  the  world 
what  little  good  there  is  in  all  tte  things  that  abound  here  in  the  world.  Of 
a  certainty,  if  these  portions  were  truly  very  much  good,  the  “men  of  the  world” 
would  never  have  them. 

It  is  sound  reasoning  to  conclude  that  there  is  no  great  excellency  in  strength 
of  body,  because  an  ox  has  much  more  of  it  than  we.  There  is  no  great 
superiority  in  a^li^  of  body,  for  a  dog  has  more  of  it  than  we  The  greatest 
excellency  is  not  in  flashy  apparel,  because  a  peacock  has  mcwe  than  we  Gold 
and  silver  have  no  eternal  value,  since  the  greatest  deposits  of  it  have  been 
with  those  who  do  not  know  God. 

The  17th  century  divine,  Ralph  Venning,  wrote,  “The  good  man’s  best,  and 
the  bad  man’s  worst,  lie  in  ‘shall  be’s’  ”  (See  Isa.  3;10-U).  Here  Dives  had 
nothii^  but  his  “good  things,”  but  hereafter  he  had  no  good  thing.  Here  Lazarus 
had  his  ‘Wil  things,”  but  afterward  no  evil  thing.  The  good  man  when  he  dies, 
takes  leave  of,  and  departs  from,  all  evil;  and  tlw  evil  man  when  he  dies,  takes 
leave  of,  and  departs  from,  all  his  goods,  which  was  all  the  good  he  had.  Oh! 
’Tis  a  sad  thing  to  have  one’s  portion  of  good  only  in  this  life. 

Land  is  pastor,  ’Trinity  Church,  West  i^nt. 
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Furloughing 

missionaries 

% 

This  monthly  addition  to  the  BAP¬ 
TIST  RECORD  will  list  Miasissippi  mia- 
alonartea  who  are  on  leave  from  the 
field.  The  information  la  made  available 
through  the  Foreign  Miaalon  Board  and 
WMU. 

Glenn  and  Pat  Bien,  Bangladesh;  Rt. 
4,  Box  149,  Coldwater  38618;  telephone, 
233-0227;  arrival  7I90-,  departure  2/91. 

Charles  and  Nita  Boudreaux,  Guyana, 
107  Clinton  Blvd.,  D-2,  Clinton  39056; 
telephone,  924-9657;  arrival  7/90;  depar¬ 
ture  6/91. 

John  and  Claudia  Brown,  Mozambique; 
919  Reeves  Street,  Jackson  39204; 
telephone,  371-2344;  arrival  9/90;  depar¬ 
ture  3/91. 

Rick  and  Nedra  Carter,  Argentina;  108 
*  South  ITlh  Avenue,  Hattiesburg  39401; 
telephone,  582-3744;  arrival  8/90;  depar¬ 
ture  7/91. 

Rachel  Dubard,  Liberia;  Rt.  1,  Box  87, 
Carrollton  38917;  telephone,  237-6278;  ar¬ 
rival  6/90;  departure  12/90. 

Margaret  Fairbum,  Liberia;  do  Mrs.  Earl 
Skinner,  Rt.  4,  Box  249,  Tylertown  39667; 
telephone,  876-2729;  arrival  6/90;  depar¬ 
ture  2/91. 

Paul  and  Hannah  Gay,  Ethiopia;  1606 
Pear  Orchard  Place,  Jackson  39211; 
telephone,  957-1394;  arrival  8/90;  depar¬ 
ture  7/91. 

David  and  Gloria  Glaze,  Argentina;  438 
East  First  Street,  Forest  39074;  telephone, 
469-1069;  arrival  8/90;  departure  2/91. 

Ashbury  and  Hope  Martin,  Argentina; 
P.  O.  Box  933,  Fulton  38843;  telephone, 
862-7330;  arrival  9/90;  departure  3/91. 

Donald  and  Rose  McCain,  Portugal, 
5107  Myrtel,  Moss  Point  39563;  telephone 
475-0362;  arrival  7/90;  departure  6/91. 

Dennis  and  Margaret  McCall,  Burundi; 
3331  Old  Canton  Road,  Jackson  39216; 
telephone  366-7922;  arrival  7/90;  depar¬ 
ture  1/91. 

John  and  Kathy  McNair,  Uruguay;  107 
Frederick  Street,  Brandon  39042; 
telephone,  825-4023;  arrival  7/90;  depar¬ 
ture  12/90. 

Dennis  arxl  Sherrie  Meilstrup,  Argen¬ 
tina;  1621  65th  Avenue,  Meridian  39301; 
telephone,  482-0978;  arrival  6/90;  depar¬ 
ture  6/91. 

Susan  Puckett,  1«uwan;  Rt.  7,  Box  3570, 
Columbus  39701;  telephone  328-7638;  ar¬ 
rival  5/90;  departure  3/91. 

Harry  and  FrarKes  Raley,  Taiwan,  442 
Cummins  Street,  Jackson  39204; 
telephone  371-6565;  arrival  9/90,  retiring. 

I  Charles  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Ray, 
Japan,  1631  Main  Street,  Franklinton,  LA 
70438;  telephone,  (504)  839-5375;  arrival 
7/90;  retiring. 

Errol  and  Mary  Simmons,  Europe;  721 
E.  Northside  Drive,  Jackson  39206; 
telephone,  362-6209;  arrival  10/90;  depar¬ 
ture  2/91. 

Steve  and  Vidonia  Smith,  Argentina;  27 
Kimberly  Drive,  Laurel  394W;  telephone, 
649-8843;  arrival  6/00;  departure  6/91. 

Roger  and  Penny  Stacy,  South  Brazil; 
520  Magazine  Street,  Tupelo  38801; 
telephone,  489-1692;  arrival  7/90;  depar¬ 
ture  6/91. 

Roger  and  Beverly  Swann,  Tanzania; 
611  Sumrall  Fload,  Cdumbie  39429; 
telephone  736-4105;  enivai  8/89;  leave  of 
absence. 


Government  ministers  from  92 
countries  agreed  to  establish  the 
world’s  first  global  environmental 
fund  to  help  save  the  ozone  layer  and 
to  speed  up  the  elimination  of 
chemicals  that  damage  the  earth’s 
protective  shield.  —  Washington  Post 


Chinese  place  pastor  under  house  arrest 


GUANGZHOU,  China  (BP)  -  Past 
a  sign  on  the  door  outlawing  his 
church,  and  up  a  long,  narrow  mght 
,of  stairs,  Chinese  pastor  Lin  Xiangao 
'welcomes  visitors  to  the  Damazhan 
house  church  in  Guangzhou,  China. 

Known  in  the  West  as  Samuel 
Lamb,  the  son  of  a  Baptist  pastor 
leads  a  500-member  outlawed  con- 
gre^tion  that  meets  just  off  busy 
Beijing  Road  in  the  heart  of 
Guangzhou  (Canton).  In  fact,  this 
morning  he  has  just  finished  one  of 
five  worship  services  he  conducts  in 
his  home  every  week. 

“I’m  still  here  now,’’  Lin  said,  refer¬ 
ring  to  a  widely  reported  rumor  that 
China’s  communist  government  had 
marked  lum  for  execution.  “If  it  were 
true,  I  wouldn’t  be  here.  I’d  be  in 
prison.” 

Last  February  60  Public  Security 
Bureau  agents  armed  with  a  search 
warrant  raided  Lin’s  modest  house 
church.  They  ransacked  both  Boors  of 
the  building  and  confiscated  nearly 
everything.  'That  included  thousands 
of  Bibles,  hymnals  and  other  CJhris- 
tian  books,  as  well  as  audio  tapes  and 
tape  recorders,  loudspeakers  and 
amplifiers,  money,  and  the  church 
organ. 

Officials  took  down  the  closed- 
circuit  TV  system  Lin  used  to  com¬ 
municate  with  church  members 
meeting  upstairs  while  he  preached  to 
overflow  crowds  in  worship  services 
downstairs. 

Lin  was  arrested  and  subjected  to 
21  hours  of  interrogation  before  being 
released.  In  the  last  six  months  he  has 
been  hauled  in  for  questioning  eight 
more  times,  most  recently  by  the 
government  Religious  Affairs  Bureau 
Aug.  15.  He  is  not  allowed  to  leave 
Guangzhou  because  officials  say 
“they  mi^t  call  me  at  any  moment,”. 
Lin  explained.  “It’s  like  house  arrest.” 


By  Michael  Oiute 


“They  took  away  my  address  book 
and  contacted  all  the  people  and  told 
them  not  to  come”  to  &e  church. 
“They  said  I  had  been  arrested  and 
sentenced  to  over  10  years  in  prison. 
Tten  years,  sentenced  to  death  —  it’s 
very  close,”  he  added,  explaining  how 
the  execution  rumor  may  have 
started. 

The  incidents  are  the  latest  in  a 
lifetime  of  trials  for  the  minister  who 
spent  more  than  20  years  in  prison  for 
his  Christian  beliefs  during  Mao 
Zedong’s  .reign.  Lin  started  the 
Damazhan  church  in  1950  and  has 
baptized  more  than  1,700  people 
through  the  church’s  work. 

Authorities  haven’t  asked  Lin  to 
make  self-criticisms,  a  traditional 
form  of  punishment  in  communist 
Chinese  society.  But  they  have  asked 
him  about  his  numerous  foreign  con¬ 
tacts.  He  apparently  is  safeguarded 
by  a  large  group  of  influential  sup¬ 
porters  overseas,  including  U.S. 
senators  and  congressmen. 

Two  years  ago  a  visiting  group  of 
Americans  presented  Lin  with  a  let¬ 
ter  and  Bible  from  then-President 
Ronald  Reagan.  Evangelist  Billy 
Graham  has  preached  in  his  church; 
so  has  former  astronaut  James  Irwin. 

A  book  of  calling  cards  he  displays 
shows  Lin  is  well-connected.  They  in¬ 
clude  the  likes  of  David  Keegan,  U.S. 
consul  in  Guangzhou,  as  well  as  cross¬ 
carrying  evangelist  Arthur  Blessitt. 
He  shows  visitors  a  piece  of  the  Berlin 
Wall  that  a  friend  gave  him. 

Lin  likes  to  say  he’s  “66  years  old, 
born  in  the  same  year  as  George 
Bush.”  A  Bush  associate  recently  gave 
Lin  a  pen.  Public  Security  Bureau 
agents  seized  the  pen  and  other 
memorabilia  from  overseas  friends. 

In  defiance  of  the  govermnent’s 
order,  Lin  reopened  the  house  church 
in  mid-April.  About  half  of  the 


church’s  origmal  1,000  members  have 
returned. 

“I  now  sit  down  to  preach,”  Lin 
stated.  “If  I  stand  up  they  say  it’s" 
preaching,  but  if  I  sit  down  it’s  a 
fellowship.” 

At  issue  is  Lin’s  refusal  to  register 
his  house  church  with  the  govern¬ 
ment.  He  also  refuses  to  join  the 
Three-Self  Patriotic  Movement,  the 
officially  recognized  body  that 
represents  Chinese  Protestants  in 
dealings  with  the  government.  Other 
charges  against  Lin  include  violating 
government  policy  on  religion  by 
holding  illegal  meetings,  receiving 
foreign  funding,  and  allowing 
foreigners  to  preach  in  his  church. 

Lin  counters  government 
arguments  on  each  issue.  He  says  the 
constitution  of  China  guarantees 
freedom  of  religion  and  does  not  pro¬ 
hibit  home  meetings. 

Several  articles  in  recent  years  in 
the  Communist  Party’s  main 
newspaper.  The  People’s  Daily,  have 
stressed  China’s  religious  freedom 
under  communism. 

Bishop  Ding  Guangxun  (K.H. 
Ting),  Three-Self  leader  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  China  Christian  Council, 
said  last  year  that  “meeting  points,” 
or  home  worship  gatherings,  should 
be  allowed  to  meet  without  restriction. 
He  cited  Lin’s  Damazhan  meeting 
point  as  an  example,  according  to  a 
Hong  Kong  magazine. 

Provincial  governments  in  China 
vary  in  local  rules  on  registering 
churches.  Guangdong  province,  along 
with  its  capital  city  of  Guangzhou, 
issued  a  particularly  restrictive  docu¬ 
ment  in  1988  forbidding  unregistered 
house  churches  to  meet.  The  Hong 
Kong  magazine  reported  that  Bishop 
Ding  opposed  the  Guangdong 
restrictions. 

“Registration  in  China  is  not  the 


same  as  the  outside  world,”  Lin  said. 
“Three-Self  is  the  lirfBcial’  church  and 
it’s  controUed  by  the  government.  ‘By 
‘Three-Self’  means  ‘by  the  govern¬ 
ment.’  It’s  the  same.  And  that’s 
a^inst  God’s  will,”  he  added,  main¬ 
taining  that  Christ  is  head  of  the 
church. 

Three-Self  leaders  like  Bishop  Ding 
have  long  denied  such  charges.  They 
insist  their  government  contacts  have 
gained  churches  more  freedom,  not 
less.  ‘Three-Self”  refers  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  that  govern  China’s  churches  — 
self-government,  self-support  and 
self-propagation. 

“Self-control  means  not  controlled 
by  the  foreign  church  but  controlled 
by  the  government,”  Lin  charged. 
“Tlie  law  of  China  says  we  have 
freedom  of  religion  but  there’s  no 
freedom.  They  say  we  have  the 
freedom  to  believe  or  not.  But  they 
stop  our  church ;  they  give  no  freedom 
to  us.  Freedom  comes  from  God,  not 
from  man.” 

Lin  said  he  instructs  his  church 
members  to  obey  the  government.  For 
instance,  he  told  his  congregation  not 
to  march  in  the  spring  1989  pro¬ 
democracy  demonstrations. 

“But  if  something  contrasts  with 
our  faith,  we  obey  the  law  of  (jrod,”  he 
stated.  “If  there’s  no  contrast,  then  we 
obey  the  government.  We  must  obey 
the  present  government.  That’s  what 
the  Bible  teaches.” 

How  long  Guangzhou  authorities 
will  try  to  persuade  Lin  to  register  his 
church  and  join  Three-Self  remains  to 
be  seen.  For  now,  he  is  unrepentant. 

“Why  should  my  house  church  be 
closed' when  I  haven’t  done  anything 
to  violate  the  law?”  he  asked. 

“Ttell  (Christians)  to  pray  for  revival 
( in  China ) .  Tell  them  to  pray  for  us  to 
stand  firm.” 

Chute  writes  for  FMB. 


Southern  Baptists  will  flood  Eastern  Europe 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Full-time 
Southern  Baptist  workers  will  begin 
assignments  in  every  Eastern  Euro¬ 
pean  country  except  Albania  within  a 
year. 

'The  workers  will  play  a  key  role  in 
helping  Eastern  European  Baptists 
evangelize  their  nations  and 
strengthen  their  churches,  said  Keith 
Parker,  director  of  Southern  Baptist 
work  in  Europe. 

But  they  also  face  the  challenge  of 
helping  Eastern  Europeans  sift 
through  a  flood  of  aid  offers  from 
Christians  in  the  West,  Parker  said. 
Those  offers,  while  generous,  could 
disrupt  Baptist  unions,  or  conventions, 
by  ignoring  key  priorities  they  have 
adopted  for  worii  in  their  countries;  he 
said.  -> 

As  communism  began  its  dizzying 
tumble  from  power  last  year.  Foreign 
Mission  Board  consultations  with 
Eastern  European  Baptists  resulted 
in  plans  to  expand  tm  number  of 
Southern  Baptists  assigned  to  the 
r^on  from  10  to  nearly  100.  The  mis¬ 
sion  board  also  mobilized  funds  to 
help  Baptists  take  advantage  of  op¬ 
portunities  considered  unthinkable  a 
few  months  earlier  in  this  former 
communist  stronghold  of  more  than 
425  million  people. 

The  board  has  made  three  major 
allocations  this  year  to  assist  Euro¬ 
pean  Baptists;  $1  million  for  Bibles, 


By  Art 

gospel  films  and  other  resources  for 
church  planting,  evangelism,  and 
discipleship;  nearly  $1.25  million  for 
church  construction  and  renovation 
and  other  capital  projects;  and  $1 
million  from  hunger  relief  donations 
for  seeds  and  supplies  for  needy 
Romanian  farmers. 

But  full-time  personnel  are  “the 
long-lasting  way  to  build  trust  and 
make  an  impact,”  Parker  said.  “One 
solid  missionary  who  can  relate  to  the 
people,  win  them  to  Christ  and  plant 
indigenous  churches  and  win  the  trust 
of  national  pastors  and  learn  from 
them,  and  they  from  him,  is  of  far 
more  value  than  all  the  cars,  chapels, 
and  moneys  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  can  give.” 

Southern  Baptists  are  well  on  their 
way  toward  placing  numerous  '’•’reer 
workers  in  Eastern  Europe,  along 
with  dozens  of  one-  and  two-year 
volunteers,  many  of  whom  will  use 
English-language  instruction  to  build 
relationships  for  sharing  their  faith, 
Parker  said.  And  the  board  stands 
ready  to  open  work  in  Albania 
whenever  opportunity  permits,  he 
said. 

Southern  Baptists’  first  full-time 
workers  in  the  Wiet  Union,  George 
and  Veda  Rae  Lozuk,  will  begin  work 
in  Moscow  in  November.  Baptists  in 
the  Leningrad  and  Kiev  areas  have 


asked  for  Southern  Baptist  workers, 
Parker  said. 

During  the  board’s  October 
meeting,  trustees  approved  opening 
work  in  Bulgaria.  The  boai^  will 
transfer  a  veteran  couple  there  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Southern  Baptists’  first  contingent 
in  Romania  will  consist  of  six 
volunteers.  Two  animal  husbandry 
specialists  and  two  nurses  have  b^[un 
short-term  work  there.  A  doctor  and 
his  wife,  a  nu^  will  join  them  soon. 
Parker  anticipates  a  request  from 
Romanian  Baptists  for  tne  official 
opening  of  Foreign  Mission  Board 
work  there  with  several  full-time 
personnel. 

A  Southern  Baptist  couple,  the 
denomination’s  first  representatives 
to  Poland,  moved  there  in  September, 
and  two  ^uthem  Baptists  will  begin 
work  in  Czechoslovakia  early  next 
y^,  Parker  said.  Screening  is  conti¬ 
nuing  for  four  other  couples  to  work 
ip  Czechoslovakia,  he  said.  South&n 
Baptists  already  have  personnel  ac¬ 
tive  in  Hungary,  Yugoslavia,  and 
former  East  Germany. 

Parker  said  the  long-awaited  Bap¬ 
tist  seminary  in  Moscow  will  open,  in¬ 
itially  in  a  local  church,  in  January 
with  15  to  20  students. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board 
allocated  $200,000  for  the  seminary  in 


1989  from  the  Lottie  Moon  C^hristmas 
Offering  for  foreign  missions  for 
release  when  Soviet  Baptists  obtain  a 
permanent  site.  Leaders  of  the  Union 
of  Evangelical  Christians-Baptists 
are  negotiating  with  the  government 
fo^roperty. 

Truee  Southern  Baptists  are  part  (rf. 
a  six-member  group  assisting  the 
seminary  in  behalf  of  the  Baptist 
World  Alliance.  John  David  Hopper,  a 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  and 
president  of  the  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Ruschlikon,  SwitzerUnd; 
Lewis  Drummond,  president  of 
Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake 
Forest,  N.C.;  and  Larry  McSwain, 
dean  of  the  school  of  theology  at 
Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky., 
have  been  involved  in  the  BWA  effort 
to  help  the  seminary  develop  its  cur¬ 
riculum  and  select  guest  professors. 

An  additional  $300,000  in  Lottie 
Moon  funds  was  allocated  in  1989  for 
a  range  of  projects  in  Eastern  Europe, 
including  Albanian-language  gospel 
broadcasts.  Even  years  before.  Hop¬ 
per  and  Parker  and  other  mission  per¬ 
sonnel  were  traveling  to  the  region  to 
preach,  teach,  and  encourage  pastors 
and  lay  people.  And  the  l^rd  was 
facilitating  little-publicized  efforts 
such  as  Bible  distribution  and 
undergirding  church  building 
projects. 

Ibalston  writes  for  FMB. 
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Book  reviews  Joint  Committee  changes  bylaws 


TOWARD  A  MATURE  FAITH:  DOES  inerrancy  controversy.  He  gives  two  WASHINGTON  (ABP)  —  The  Bap-  us  would  rather  not  have  to  deal  with  Again,  members  supported 

BIBLICAL  INERRANCY  MAKE  premises.  The  first  is  that  unpopular  tist  Joint  Committee  <m  Public  Affairs  this  bylaw  change  Binder’s  ruling  and  voted  36-13  to 

SENSE?  Clayton  Sullivan;  SBC  lb-  ideas  should  not  be  suppressed  Oct.  1  chang^  its  bylaws  to  trim  the  “But  there  are  new  realities  and  adopt  the  bylaw  change, 
day,  222  East  Lake  Drive  Decatur,  because  the  suppressing  of  them  official  delegation  from  the  Southern  these  include  the  SBC  decision  to  If  the  decision  by  the  Executive 

Ga.  30030;  127  pages.  might  result  in  blotting  out  the  truth.  Baptist  Convention  from  18  to  11  r^uce  the  funding  from  $391,000  to  Committee  stands,  when  the  bjdaw 

The  second  is  that  wen  if  the  un-  members.  $50,000.  goes  into  effect  the  seven  posts  held 

Tto  book  by  Mississippian  Clayton  popular  view  is  false,  it  should  not  be  At  the  same  time,  during  their  an-  “TTiis  is  painful  to  us,  but  there  1$  by  the  chief  executives  of  seven  SBC 

Sullivan  is  available  from  the  suppressed;  because  it  is  only  in  its  nual  meeting,  the  trustees  seated  hope  and  encouragement  because  agencies  will  be  eliminated, 

publisher  and  also  from  Lemuria  evaluation  that  it  can  be  determined  representatives  from  another  another  of  the  realities  is  that  there  Ex-officio  posts  are  held  by  Harold 

Bookstore,  1-55  North  in  Jackson,  to  be  false.  Southern  Baptist  group  created  to  are  other  groups  working  to  support  C.  Bennett,  president.  Executive  Com- 

Sullivan  is  a  professor  in  the  Depart-  In  this  chapter  Sullivan  gives  200  in-  support  the  work  of  the  Washington-  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee.  'They  mittee;LloydElder,president,Bap- 

ment  of  Philosophy  and  Religion  at  stances  that  he  claims  are  contradic-  based  religious  liberty  organization,  want  to  be  represented.  tist  School  Board;  Lewis,  Home  Mis- 

the  University  of  Southern  Mississip-  tions  in  scripture.  In  all  fairness,  some  The  bylaw  change  cuts  tlw  Southern  ‘There  are  no  easy  answers ;  they  sion  Board ; 

pi,  Hattiesburg.  of  them  seem  to  border  on  stretching  Baptist  Public  Affairs  Committee  are  all  difficult,”  he  added.  R.  Keith  Parks,  president.  Foreign 

This  little  book  is  easy  to  read,  but  die  point;  but,  then,  perhaps  the  point  delegation  while  adding  a  new  “na-  J.  T.  Williams,  a  Public  Affairs  Mission  Board;  Paul  Powell,  presi- 

the  reader  must  pay  attention  as  he  is  that  if  the  Bible  is  inerrant,  there  tional  member  body,”  the  Religious  Committee  member  and  land  dent.  Annuity  Board;  and  the  SBC 

reads  to  get  the  message.  The  author  should  be  no  contradictions  of  any  Liberty  Council,  an  umbrella  developer  from  Stockbridge,  Ga.,  convention  president, 

sets  out  to  prove  that  a  claim  of  iner-  sort.  .  organization  representing  state  con-  argued  that  the  bylaw  change  “after  Landrum  P.  Leavell,  president  of 

rancy  for  the  Bible  is  not  reasonable.  In  the  end  Sullivan  calls  for  lay  peo-  ventions,  churches  and  the  Southern  only  one  year  cut  ( in  the  SBC  budget .  New  Orleans  Seminary,  currently  has 

He  does  an  excellent  job  of  presenting  pie  to  make  up  their  own  minds  con-  Baptist  Alliance.  allocation)  is  premature.”  an  at-large  seat,  which  will  be 

his  arguments.  Whether  or  not  he  is  ceming  inerrancy  and  not  to  take  at  The  action  was  in  response  to  the  Robert  Tiller,  director  of  govern-  eliminated. 

successful  must  be  left  up  to  the  face  value  what  a  “celebrity”  1990  annual  meeting  of  the  SBC,  in  mental  relations  for  the  American  Members  also  added  another  “na- 

reader.  preacher  says  about  it.  He  ends  with  which  messengers  adopted  an  open-  Baptist  Churches,  USA,  noted  it  is  tional  member  body,”  the  National 

In  his  first  chapter,  Sullivan  ex-  a  quotation  that  lay  influence  “is  the  ing  budget  whidi  cut  the  BJC’s  alloca-  “important  that  representation  has  Missionary  Baptist  Convention,  a  new 

amines  the  inerrancy  controversy.  He  only  thing  which  keeps  the  clergy  tion  from  $391,7%  in  1989  to  $50,000  in  some  relationship  to  contributions,”  predominantly  black  Baptist  conven- 

notes  that,  particularly  in  the  South,  within  the  bounds  of  sense.”  1990-91.  and  noted  he  hopes  some  way  can  be  tion  of  about  1.5  million  members, 

inerrancy  has  a  stro^  hold  on  the  The  author  notes  that  what  is  known  Elocumentation  provided  directors  found  “to  restore  the  lost  seats  by  S.  M.  Wright,  pastor  of  People’s 

thoughts  of  many  believers  and  was  as  the  historical-critical  method  of  of  the  BJC  at  the  Oct.  1  meeting  noted  reversing  the  decision  on  funding  (by  Baptist  Church  in  Dallas  and  vice 

almost  a  universal  thought  a  few  studying  scripture  has  caused  a  great  the  SBC  “slashed  its  contribu-  the  SBC).”  president  of  the  board  of  the  new  con- 

generations  ago.  He  notes  also,  deal  of  confusion  because  of  the  word,  tion  ...  by  more  than  87  percent.  As  Several  PAC  members,  including  vention,  was  seated  as  the  new 

however,  that  many  believers  do  not  “critical,”  being  a  part  of  it.  He  says  a  result,  the  vast  majority  of  our  SBC  President  Morris  Chapman,  member. 

hold  to  inerrancy  and  don’t  see  their  the  historical-critical  method  “in-  Southern  Baptist  funding  will  now  pastor  of  First  (Church  of  Wichita  In  other  business,  the  BJC  adopted 

lack  of  that  belief  as  lessening  their  volves  the  reverent,  systematic  ap-  come  from  state  conventions  and  Falls,  "Itexas;  Larry  Lewis,  president  a  1990-91  budget  <rf  $^,794,  down  from 

esteem  and  appreciation  for  the  Bible  plication  of  the  mind’s  evaluative  and  other  Swthern  Baptist  organizations,  of  the  Home  Mission  Board ;  and  'Ibm  the  $729,772  1989-90  budget. 

In  fact,  he  says,  the  non-inerrantists  analytical  capacities  to  the  books  of  “Obviously,”  the  document  states,  Pratt,  pastor  of  Clalvary  Church  in  'The  new  budget  counts  on  $138,705 

see  themselves  as  having  a  deeper  the  Bible.”  Sullivan  says  that  non-  “we  want  to  be  responsive  to  these  Brighton,  (Tolo.,  questioned  the  bylaw  in  contributions  from  the  nine  suppor- 

faith  because  they  don’t  depend  on  an  inerrantists  believe  that  the  biblical  Southern  Baptist  entitites  that’will  phrase  which  refers  to  “national  ting  denominations.  It  also  counts  on 

inerrant  Bible  to  sustain  them.  accounts  “were  written  under  divine  now  be  providing  the  lion’s  share  of  member  boxes’’  of  the  BJC  and  “o£er  conventions  and  entities  (in- 

C^hapter  Two  discusses  the  non-  compulsion  and  have  been  providen-  this  agency’s  funding.”  whether  RLC  is  a  “national  member  eluding  state  conventioAs,  SBC  and 

inerrantists’ positions  for  reasoning  tially  preserved.  As  a  result  of  The  bylaw  change  will  go  into  effect  body”  since  all  the  other  members  others)”  for  $207,900,  and  “contribu- 

as  they  do.  And  Chapter  Three  is  manuscript  research  they  are  aware  March  4, 1991,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  bodies  are  denominations  in  the  tions”  for  $214,100. 

presented  in  the  form  of  a  conversa-  that  the  Bible  is  by  far  the  best  BJC’S  Executive  Committee  meeting.  United  States.  The  income  projection  includes  con- 

tion  among  an  inerrantist,  a  non-  preserved  document  which  has  come  Ihe  change  was  opposed  by  the  Ex-  (^pman  later  introduced  a  motion  tributions  from  five  Baptist  state  con- 

interest,  and  a  bystander.  down  to  the  modern  world  from  the  ecutive  Committee  of  the  SBC  in  its  calling  fw  the  BJC  to  study  and  deflne  ventions,  Virginia,  Texas,  North 

In  Chapter  Four,  Sullivan  takes  the  Middle  Eastern  and  Greco-Roman  Sept.  17-19  meeting.  The  SBC  Ex-  the  meaning  of  “national  member  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Maryland, 

reasoning  of  John  Stuart  Mill,  a  world  of  two  thousand  years  ago.”  —  ecutive  Committee  also  determined  body.”  Expenses  in  1990-91  are  expected  to 

political  thinker,  and  applies  it  to  the  DTM  that  if  the  bylaw  was  adopted,  the  Initially,  his  motion  called  for  defln-  be  $6%,794,  including  $432,650  for  staff 

seven  eliminated  seats  will  be  the  ing  tte  term  to  mean  “only  those  of-  salaries,  housing,  retirement,  and 

_  slots  given  to  agency  executives  and  ficiaUy  elected”  by  the  denominations  insurance. 

■f-rk  the  convention  president.  J  affiliated  with  the  BJC.  In  the  adopted  Current  officers  were  re-elected, 

f  1.x  9v^  JT  X*  ttUX  XU  The  bylaw  also  expands  the  BJC  version,  he  called  only  for  the  study  'IheyareBinder,  chair;  Leavell,  first 

•  ,  1  '  1  ••  boai^  to  60  members.  to  define  the  term.  vice  chair;  Ihi  Shigaki,  an  American 

SlCGrkr*151'l'irkTl  Because  the  current  membership  is  Afler  Binder  announced  the  vote  mi  Baptist  layperson  from  St.  Paul, 

CX9oi..FX/XCX.XXX^XX  ^  limited  to  54  membei^  only  five  of  the  the  bylaw  change  would  be  by  secret  Minn.,  second  vice  chair;  and  Charles 

representatives  from  the  Religious  ballot,  AUiert  Lee  Smith,  an  insurance  G.  A^ms,  pastor  in  Detroit  and 
By  Tbby  Druin  Liberty  Council  were  seated  for  the  executive  from  Birmingham,  Ala.,  rejaesentative  of  American  Baptists, 


Eight  Piano  Arrangements 

(Optional  organ  duets) 

for  you  to  play 

in  the  inimitable  improvisational  style 


considered  for  fuU  roonbership  in  the  have  not  said,  ‘Nc 
association.  of  the  fellowship,’ 

Several  provisions  were  laid  down  .k, 

for  the  chin^  to  follow  before  the  1991  ■Lrn.wt  again  inr  r 

by  the  church  of  its  constitution  and 

tqrlaws  concerning  the  authority  of  the 

pastor,  a  study  M  the  1963  Statement 

Sn  Ba^t  Fhith  and  Message  and  in-  to  the  1991 , 

vitatkmsby  die  church  to  a  “number”  Druin  is  assoc 

(rf  Southern  Baptist  pastors  over  the  Baptist  Standard. 
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HMB  trustees  adopt  budget 
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Thursday,  October  25,  1990 


■}*  ■"  By  Mark  Wingfield  — 

%\  ATLANTA  (BP)  ^  Adopting  a  meat’s  parameters  of  political  aetivi-  tion.  Bobby  Sunderland,,  director  of 
t  oflitf  ^  ^  million  bud^t  mid  responmng  ty  should  not  prohibit  HMB  President  the  direct  evangelism  division,  was 
to  motions  from  the  1990  Southern  Larry  Lewis  or  others  from  speaking  named  to  a  new  post  as  special  assis- 
Baptist  Convention  topped  the  agen-  out  in  support  of  the  dkxipmtitive  Pro-  tant  for  promotion  and  project 
da  for  the  fall  meeting  of  Home  Mis-  gram.  Smith  affirmed  that  was  his  development  in  the  evangelism 
Sion  Board  trustees.  understanding  of  the  statement.  section. 

Trustees  also  heard  that  receipts  fw  Another  motion  referred  from  New  —  Named  a  church  loan  fund  in 
the  1990  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Of-  Orleans  asked  the  HMB  to  reverse  its  honor  of  Robert  Kilgore,  who  is  retir- 
fering  have  reachi^  $34.6  million,  an  policy  of  not  providing  financial  sup-  ii^  as  director  of  the  church  loans 
^  increase  of  8.5  percent  over  the  same  port  to  churches  with  female  pastors,  division.  The  initial  source  of  income 

date  last  year.  With  three  opposing  votes,  trustees  for  the  fund  will  be  high  risk  loan 

The  approved  1991  budget  of  $78.87  voted  that  no  action  be  taken  on  the  funds  to  be  provided  through  the  SBC 
^  million  is  an  increase  of  1.6  percent  motion.  capital  needs  budget. 

V  over  the  current  year’s  budget  of  The  third  referred  moticm  requested  —  Adopted  a  new  model  for 

\  I  4  fn.65  million.  the  HMB  to  send  copies  of  The  Soul  cooperative  agreements  between  the 

>  \J  \  liie  budget  anticipates  $27.4  million  Winners  New  Testament  to  churches  HMB  and  state  conventions. 

in  income  from  the  oioperative  Pro-  recording  no  baptisms  in  one  year.  —  Amended  HMB  bylaws  to  allow 
V  gram  unified  budget  and  $34.5  million  Trustees  responded  that  the  HMB  nine  members  on  the  SBC  (Hiaplains 

jmiyr  ^  miflHHIIIi  from  the  Annie  Armstrong  Blaster  Of-  evangelism  section  already  has  Commission  instead  of  the  maximum 

fering.  Additional  funds  will  come  undertaken  this  project.  of  seven  currently  permitted. 

FninkHartfPogo)  Smith,  and^his  wife,  Winh  share  a  computer  from  sources  such  as  designated  gifts.  In  other  action,  trustees:  —  Dropped  the  interest  rate  for 

"  ^  ~  ^  ^  earnings  on  investments  and  retain-  —  Approved  stnictural  changes  in  church  loan  funds  from  11.5  percent  to 

ed  income  the  extension  section,  naming  J.B.  11.38  percent,  effective  Oct.  10. 

IVustees  responded  to  three  mo-  Graham  associate  vice  president  and  —  Increase  the  limit  on  construc¬ 
tions  referred  to  the  HMB  by  continuing  the  position  of  assistant  tion  loans  through  the  church  loans 
messengers  to  the  ^nomination’s  1990  vice  president  held  by  David  Bunch,  division  from  $750,000  to  $1  million, 
meeting  in  New  Orleans.  The  assistant  vice  president  position  —  Elected  David  Palmer  as 


Cooperative  Program 
grows  2,46  percent 

Nashville  (ABP)  —  Southern  Bap-  strong  support  to  it.” 
tists  contributed  a  record  $140.7  Tbe  Cooperative  Program  has 
million  to  their  convention-wide  become  a  focal  point  in  the  SBC’s 
bu^et  during  the  1989-90  fiscal  year,  12-year  old  controversy, 
which  ended  Sept.  30.  Some  moderates,  who  say  they  have 

The  (Cooperative  Program  bu^et  been  excluded  from  meaningful  par- 
helps  support  18  SBC  organizations  ticipation  in  the  convention  1^  conser- 
that  conduct  evangelistic,  missionary  vatives  in  control  of  its  agencies,  have 
and  educational  ministries  around  the  begun  designating  or  escrowing  their 
world.  national  contributions  to  tbe  program. 

The  program  received  $140,710,282  Some  of  them  have  organi^  a  na- 
in  1989-90,  an  increase  of  $3,377,759  tional  mechanism,  the  Baptist 
over  the  1988-89  budget,  reported  Cooperative  Missions  Program,  Inc., 

Harold  C.  Bennett,  president  and  to  disperse  money  to  SBC  agencies 
treasurer  of  the  SBC  Executive  Com-  without  channeling  it  through  the  Ex- 
mittee,  which  disperses  the  money,  ecutive  (Committee 

lliat  gain  is  a  2.46  percent  increase.  Some  conservatives,  meanwhile,  XlC^Xl 


Some  conservatives,  meanwhile,  non-SBC  relationships 

It  means  a  decrease  m  spending  have  accused  the  moderates  of  X 

power,  accwding  to  the  U.&  Bureau  of  sabotaging  the  convention’s  missimis-  WASHINGTON  (ABP)  —  The  the  SBC  will  come  as  recommenda-  defeated  candidate  for  the  1990  SBC 
Labor  Statistics.  Tbe  bureau  has  funding  mechanism.  They  have  con-  Southern  Baptist  Alliance  board  of  timis  to  the  SBA  delegates  during  their  president  who  called  the  Atlanta 

determined  the  cost  of  living  rose  5.6  demned  escrowing  or  designating  directors.  Sept.  27-28,  recommended  next  annual  convocation,  March  14-16,  meeting)  will  have  to  face  most  fre- 

percent  in  tbe  U.S.  for  the  12-month  funds  and  called  for  increased  action  to  distance  the  organization  1991,  at  Grace  Baptist  CSiurch  in  Rich-  quently  is ‘are  you  becoming  a  new 

period  that  ended  Aug.  31.  Cooperative  Program  giving.  from  the  Southern  Baptist  Cmvention  mond,  Va. 'The  dilators  also  pledged  denomination?’ ”  predicted  Hastey. 

The  Cooperative  Program’s  “The  effect  of  the  Rnancial  skirmish  and  open  doors  for  ministry  relation-  to  recommend  a  new  name  for  the  “Despite  aU  the  disclaimers,  there  is 

receipts  topped  its  1989-90  basic  has  not  been  determined,”  Bennett  ship  outside  the  SBC.  organization,  which  would  remove  no  escaping  the  fact  that  what  hap¬ 
operating  goal  by  $5,922,739,  Bennett  said.  Designated  receipts  —  two  mis-  directors  voted  unanimously  to  reference  to  Southern  Baptists.  Other  pened  in  Atlanta  may  be  a  precusor 

noted.  sions  offerings  as  well  as  designated  strike  from  their  constitution  a  recommendations  for  the  March  con-  to  a  constitutional  convention. 

Of  tbe  overage,  $2,431,880  was  spent  gifts  and  o^r  special  contributions  reference  to  “the  continuance  of  our  vocation,  voted  by  the  directors,  is  a  “It  appears  to  me,”  be  said,  “the 

to  retire  the  debt  on  tbe  SBC  Building  —  were  up  only  3.9  percent,  he  noted,  ministry  and  mission  within  the  $60,000  challenge  offering  above  and  kind  of  schism  we  have  avoided  so 

in  Nashville,  Bennett  said.  Tlie  “We  have  not  bran  impacted  as  yet  Southern  Baptist  Convention”  and  beyond  their  1991  global  missions  of-  long  is  now  inevitable’” 

building,  which  houses  eight  SBC  by  any  withholding  or  d^ignatiims  to  replace  the  phrase  with,  “to  the  ex-  fering  basic  goal  of  $55,000,  to  place  Hastey  said  any  movement 

organizations,  was  complete  in  ear-  any  degree,”  he  said.  “A  quarter  from  pression  of  our  ministry  and  mission  a  Southern  Baptist  couple  on  a  mis-  emanating  from  the  Atlanta  meeting 

ly  1985.  now,  we  may  see  a  trend.  It  will  have  through  cooperative  relationships  sion  field  outside  the  United  States  should  sets  to  build  coalitions  with  ex- 

The  balance  of  the  overage  was  to  be  after  the  Baptist  state  conven-  with  our  Baptist  bodies  and  the  larger  through  the  appointment  process  of  isting  Baptist  groups  and  not  isolate 

divided  between  the  18  recipients  of  tions  (in  November)  before  we  see  ap-  Christian  community.”  the  American  Baptist  (lurches.  itself  as  a  splinter  group, 

the  budget  in  the  same  proportion  as  preciable  changes  occuring.”  In  addition,  the  directors  voted  to  In  other  action,  the  directors  “V^le  I  will  invest  all  the  energy 

t^  received  basic  operating  alloca-  The  goal  for  the  current  “affirm  procedure  and  progress  adopted  a  resolution  reaffirming  the  I  have  left  over  from  Alliance  tasks  in 
tions,  he  added.  Cooperative  Program  basic  operating  toward  cooperative  ventures,  in  Alliance’s  commitment  to  the  equali-  the  process  —  if  whit  we  are  doing  is 

“I  am  absolutely  delighted  by  the  2.4  bud^t  is  $137,332,523.  Any  overage  ministry  and  missions”  with  tbe  1.5  ty  of  women  and  men  in  society  and  forming  a  new  body  —  I  am  personal- 

percent  increase  over  the  budget  a  will  be  divided  50-50  between  a  “pro-  million  American  Baptist  Churches,  church.  Stan  Hastey,  SBA  executive  ly  not  interested  in  investing  the  rest 

year  ago,”  Bennett  said,  noting  gram  advance”  component,  which  USA  and  to  set  up  a  task  force  to  in-  director  said  his  office  has  been  of  my  life  in  something  that  will  do 

estimates  indicated  the  gain  would  be  distributes  funds  pro^rtionately  to  vite  leaders  of  the  predominantly  “deluged  with  telephone  calls”  since  nothing  but  be  a  better  SBC. 

about  2  percent.  the  18  recipients,  and  a  “capital  black  Progressive  National  Baptist  the  Atlanta  consultation  of  “concern-  “I  personally  am  not  going  to  invest 

“Southern  Baptists  are  continu^  needs”  component,  which  will  go  Convention  to  discuss  possible  Joint  ed  Baptists,”  Aug.  23-25.  Some  my  life  in  starting  another  white, 

to  be  concern^  about  supporting  toward  meeting  $22  million  in  buildi^  ventures  with  the  SBA.  Alliance  members  “invest  great  hc^  re^onal  body  in  the  south.  If  Baptists 

world  missions  through  the  fund  c(»nmitments  the  convention  has  Both  the  constitutional  change  and  in  the  fellowship  as  a  new  movement  wish  to  talk  about  getting  together  in- 

Cooperative  Program  and  will  give  made  to  some  agencies.  affirmation  of  relationships  outside  (and  that)  in  time  the  Alliance  should  stead  of  splitting  farther  —  if  that  is 

flow  into  the  larger  stream.”  what  Crod  is  about  in  our  time  —  we 


FMB,  HMB  commissi  >n  missionaries 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Foreign  and 
home  missions  overla[q;>ed  for  about 
an  hour  Oct.  9,  yet  still  were  separated 
by  500  miles. 

Due  to  a  coincidence.  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  set  apart  65  home  missionaries 
and  48  foreign  missionaries  at  the 
same  time  —  in  different  locations. 

'The  Foreign  Mission  Board  and 
Home  Mission  Board  have  held  joint 
commissioning  ceremonies  before, 
but  this'  could  be  a  first  for 
simultaneous  ceremonies  in  different 
locations. 

While  the  home  missionaries  were 


walking  across  the  platform  Atlan¬ 
ta’s  First  Church  to  rece  cer¬ 
tificates  from  HMB  Preside,  ^rry 
Lewis,  the  new  foreign  mis5  aries 
were  receiving  congratulatii .  .  from 
FMB  President  Keith  Parkt  ‘  Der¬ 
byshire  Church  in  Richmon 

The  48  individuals  appointed  as 
foreign  mission  personnel  inc  uded  38 
new  missionaries  and  10  represen¬ 
tatives  of  Cooperative  Services  Inter¬ 
national,  the  Southern  Baptist  aid 
organization.  The  foreign  workers, 
from  23  states,  will  minister  in  19 


countries  or  regions. 

The  65  home  missionaries  will  work 
in  27  states  in  the  areas  of  black 
church  extension,  church  and  com¬ 
munity  ministries,  evangelism, 
language  church  extension,  associa- 
tional  missions,  and  new  church 
extension. 

One  of  the  couples  commissioned  to 
home  mission  service  previously 
worked  as  foreign  missionaries.  Leon 
and  Sarah  Whit^  former  missionaries 
to  Argentina,  were  appointed  to  Fort 
Lauderdale,  Fla. 


“The  question  Daniel  Vestal  (the 


FURMAN 

From  page  3 

Ray  Rust,  executive  director  of  the 
South  Carolina  convention,  who  was 
present  for  the  called  meeting,  said  he 
believes  the  action  “will  come  as  a 
shock  and  as  a  tremendous  disap¬ 
pointment  to  the  vast  majority  of  the 
700,0(X)  South  Carolina  Racists  who  as 
a  cooperating  body  have  supported 
Furman  since  1826.” 

State  convention  leaders  appear 
ready  to  fight  Furman’s  action.  An 
emergency  meeting  of  the  Executive 


must  be  part  of  it,”  concluded  Hastey. 


Committee  of  the  General  Board  was 
called  for  Oct.  18. 

Whether  are  legal  implications, 
observers  say  the  action  will  be  the 
major  topic  of  debate  at  the  upcom¬ 
ing  South  Carolina  convention, 
scheduled  Nov.  13-14  in  Columbia. 

(This  ABP  story  was  compiled  by 
News  Director  Dan  Martin  from  infor¬ 
mation  provided  by  Vince  Moore  of 
the  Furman  News  Service;  Ben 
McDade,  South  Carolina  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  public  relations  office;  John 
Roberts,  editor  of  the  (S.C.)  Baptist 
Courier;  and  Greg  Warner,  associate 
editor  of  the  Florida  Baptist  Witness.) 
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mns  Baptists  sing  .  .  . 

Have  faith  in  God 


By  William  Reynolds 

The  depression  of  the  early  1930’s  in  his  room  in  the  Severs  Hotel,  he 
its  mark  on  Southern  Baptists  as  completed  words  and  music.  During 
’  well  as  the  rest  of  the  nation.  Family  the  two-week  revival  he  wroteletters 
^  fortunes  and  even  meager  savings  to  his  friends  and  enclosed  the  v^ords 

?  were  wiped  out  unexpectedly  as  of  the  new  hymn. 

business  failed  and  banks  clos^.  In  1935,  the  hymn  was  published  and 

9  Early  in  1934,  B.  B.  McKinney  was  it  has  been  sung  in  our  chi^hes  for 
leading  the  music  in  a  revival  meeting  more  than  50  years.  To  Christians  to- 
in  the  First  Baptist  Church,  day  experiencing  difficulties  in  their 
Muskogee  OK.  At  this  time  McKinney  pilgrimage,  McKinney’s  hymn  is  as 
I  was  serving  as  music  director  for  the  meaningful  as  it  was  in  the  dark  days 

'  fy  4  Travis  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Fort  of  the  depression. 

Worth,  Texas.  Many  friends  in  that  Late  in  1935,  McKinney  moved  to 
congregation  were  suffering  Hiiancial  Nashville  to  become  music  editor  for 
hardships,  and  McKinney  was  con-  the  Siuiday  School  Board.  In  1941,  with 
cerned  for  them.  the  establishment  of  the  new  Church 

sh  Counselor  Rickev  Revnolds.  Jamie  During  the  days  in  Musk<^ee,  he  Music  Department,  McKinney 
ioi^lS^d  iSr^sSrtod  row,  thought  about  Wsfrien^  back  home  l^ame  its  fireth^d  and  served  un- 
Pittman,  Counselor  Lewie  Frazier  and  remembered  them  in  his  prayers^  til  his  death  in  1952. 

iffett.  Jay  Ixindon,  John  Pittman,  Matt  evening  dmng  the  pr^ch^  .  „  , 

k,  and  Marty  Harrelson,  RA  director.  Dr.  C  C.  Morris  of  Ada,  OK,  McKin-  ^William  J.  Reynolds  is  professor  of 
r  is  nastar  ney  began  writing  some  lines  of  en-  Church  Music  at  Southwestern 

^  couragement  for  these  friends.  Later  Seminary. 

The  27th  annual  Santa  Rosa  Church 
Reunion  picnic  lunch  will  be  held, 

Nov.  11, 1  p.m.,  at  the  Santa  Rosa  YM- 
CA.  All  members  of  the  former  First 
Church,  Santa  Rosa,  are  invited.  In 
case  of  inclement  weather,  the 
meeting  will  move  to  First  Church, 

Nicholson. 

The  annual  meeting  is  part  of  the 

continuing  influence  of  the  Santa  Rosa  ....  ... 

church,  which  established  a  memorial  Fellowship  will  meet  Homecoming  to  Pray,’ 
fund  with  the  Mississippi  Foundation  Day,  Oct.  27,  at  11  a.m.  at  the  BSU  ||||||||^^ 
for  the  benefit  of  World  Missions  Center. 

through  the  Cooperative  Program.  During  the  meeting,  BSU  reports 
This  year’s  gifts  to  the  Cooperative  will  be  given,  officers  for  1991  will  be 
Program  totalled  $3885.13.  elected,  and  the  Alumnus  of  the  Year 

For  more  information,  call  Irma  wiU  be  named.  A  free  luncheon  will  be  pBJJr  I 
Frierson  at  798-6306.  provided. 


The  Royal  Ambassadors  of  First  Church,  Tupelo,  held 
a  recognition  service  on  Sunday  night,  Aug.  12. 

Pictured,  front  row  (left  to  right)  are  Scott  Davis, 
Shawn  Ellis,  John  Hodges,  ’Tyler  Young,  Jason  Zemek, 
Casey  Braswell,  Luke  Heatherly,  Matthew  Hawks, 
Michael  Poland,  and  Adrian  Dickey.  Second  row.  Drew 


First,  Jackson, 
State  BSU  alumni  will  host  Hunt 
fellows  will  meet  prayer  conference 

The  Mississippi  State  University  First  Church,  Jackson  will  host  a 
Baptist  Student  Union  Alumni  prayer  conference,  “Lord,  Teach  Me 

Nov^je  and  17.  The  con¬ 
ference  will  fea- 
ture  T.  W.  Hunt, 
author  of  “The 
Doctrine  of 
Prayer”  and  the 
13-week  course, 
“Prayer-Life!” 

Conference  ses¬ 
sions  will  begin 
Fri.,  7  p.m.  and 
I  Sat.,  9  a.m.  Admis- 
Hunt  Sion  is  free.  For 
more  information, 

call  949-1948. 


back  row,  Joey  Higgins,  and  Steve  McQueen.  A.  Ray  McCorkle  is  pastor. 


North  Ripley  Church,  (Tippah)  presented  Bibles  to  its  1990  high  school  seniors, 

May  27.  They  are,  left  to  right,  Tim  Dunahue,  Scott  Whitehead,  David  Wooley,  Michelle  Byram  Church,  Jackson,  will  have 
Diamond,  and  Amy  Benefield.  The  Bibles  were  presented  by  Donald  Dunahue,  pastor,  a  Lay  Renewal  Weekend,  Oct.  26-28. 

Sidney  Ellis,  renewal  evangelism 
associate,  be  the  coor- 

dinator.  James 


Now  is  the  season  when  the  children  A  gentleman  farmer  is  one  who  has 
leave  (^n  the  doors  they  slammed  all  time  to  read  all  of  the  government 
summer.  —  The  Duncannon  (PA.)  bulletins.  —  The  Hamilton  (Texas) 
Record  Hearld  News 


A  Centennial  Celebration  will  be 
held  Oct.  27  and  &  at  Bluff  Springs 
Church,  Rt.  4,  Magnolia.  Several 
former  pastors  will  be  speaking  both 
days.  For  more  information,  call 
601-783-3507. 


PAYS  100%  PART  A  DEDUCTIBLE 
PAYS  100%  PART  B  DEDUCTIBLE 
PAYS  100%  ACTUAL  CHARGES  NOT 
PAID  BY  MEDICARE  PART  B 
NO  WAITING  PERIOD  FOR  PREEXISTING 
CONDITIONS 


Hepzibah  Church,  Silver  Creek 
(Lawrence):  Oct.  28;  service  to 
dedicate  the  pastorium,  11  a.m.;  sing¬ 
ing,  1:30  p.m.,  featuring  the  Sunshine 
Trio;  Doug  ^xon,  previous  interim 
pastor,  special  guest;  Jimmy  T. 
Smith,  pastor. 


AGES  65-69 
Monthly  $65.15 


Montgonwry-CaiToll  Association  sponsored  a  mission  trip  to  Trenton,  Ohio  in  June. 
The  group  helped  with  finishing  work  on  a  construction  job  at  Edgewood  Church 
there.  Those  who  participated  are  pictured,  left  to  right,  front  row,  Carlton  Minyard, 
Larry  Castle,  back  row,  Lavon  Hatten,  J.  W.  Thompson,  Jimmy  Tidwell.  Benny  Wat¬ 
son,  and  Frank  Bishop. 


West  End  Church,  West  Point,  will 
host  the  McAdams  Quartet,  Nov.  3, 
6:30  p.m.  The  performance  will  be  a 
benefit  singing  for  West  End’s  Adult 
C^ioir  Robe  F^nd.  Eric  Kachur  is 
minister  of  music  and  youth. 


Please  send  me  additional  information. 

I  understand  there  is  no  cost  or  obligation 


Pine  Grove  Church  to 
celebrate  centennial 

Pine  Grove  Oiurch,  Hwy  590  west  of 
Ellisville  will  hold  its  centennial 
observance  on  Oct.  28.  Services  in¬ 
clude  Sunday  School  at  9:45  a.m., 
morning  worship  at  11,  dinner  on  the 
grounds,  and  an  afternoon  service. 


Name 


Address 


Qum  Grove  Churoh,  Brookheven  (Lincoln)  recently  held  a  dedication  for  its  new 
fellowship  building.  The  building  is  debt  free,  and  was  finished  and  utilized  this  sum¬ 
mer.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Andy  East,  Vsrsie  Hall,  contractor  Edwin  Smith,  pro¬ 
ject  committee  chairman  Brady  Davis,  pastor  Sammy  J.  McDonald  III,  former  pastor 
Thomas  Wicker,  Lissy  Smith,  Lawanda  Dixon,  and  Betty  Keen. 


Phone 
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Thursday,  October  25,  IWO 


Spell  lectureship 
wiU  feature  Vickery 

CLINTON 


Guidelines  suggested  Samford  donor, 
for  witnessing  to  Muslims  Beeson,  dies 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Witnessing  to  fasting  and  almsgiving  of  Muslims  Ut  8Q 

the  estimated  4  to  6  million  Muslims  and  their  sense  of  peoplehood  and  ^ 

in  the  United  States  requires  a  unity. 

knowledge  of  the  Islamic  faith  and  —  Point  out  contradictions  between 

sensitivity  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  accor-  Islam  and  (iuistianity,  such  as  the  BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  — 
ding  to  the  interfaith  witness  depart-  roles  of  Jesus  and  Mu^mmad,  the  Philanthropist  Ralph  Waldo  Beeson 
ment  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Home  role  of  the  (Qur’an  and  the  sufficiency  who  donated  millions  of  dollars  to 
Mission  Board.  of  God’s  revelation  in  Jesus.  Samford  University  and  educational 

Maurice  Smith,  associate  director  —  Deal  graciously  with  Muslim’s  institutions  in  two  other  states,  died 


Harry  E.  Vickery  of 
Greenville,  Delta  businessman  and 

_  active  Baptist  layman,  will  be  guest 

lecturer  for  the  Mississippi  College 
Jimmy  D.  Porter  has  accepted  the  Spell  Lectureship,  Oct.  29-31. 
call  to  pashar  First  Church,  Mef^omb,  Vickery  will  speak  during  chapel 
effective  Sept.  9.  ceremonies  in  Swor  Auditorium, 

A  native  of  Nelson  Hall,  10  a.m.,  Monday  and 
Philadelphia,  Wednesday.  He  will  also  lecture  in 
Pwter  received  his  various  classes  of  the  department  of 
bachelor  of  arts  reli^on. 

degree  from  Blue  Vickery  was  graduated  in  1957  from 
Mountain  College  Mississippi  College  with  a  bachelor  of 
a  master  of  divini-  science  in  business  degree.  He  is  cur- 
ty  degree  from  rently  a  member  and  president  of  the 
Southern  Semi-  Boaiid  of  Trustees  of  the  College,  and 
nary,  and  a  doctor  was  named  “Alumnus  of  the  Year,’^ 
of  ministry  degree  1988. 

from  New  Orleans  He  is  now  president  and  CEO  of 
Seminary.  Harry  Vickery  Chevrolet,  Oldsmobile, 

Porter  comes  to  McComb  from  St.  BMW,  Inc.,  Greenville, 
brothers  all  were  coliege  presidents,  Andrew  Church,  Panama  City,  Fla.  Vickery  is  an  active  member  of  the 
and  Beeson  develop^  an  interest  in  He  has  served  at  Grace  Memorial  First  Church,  Greenville,  and  served 
higher  education  at  an  early  age.  Church,  Gulfport;  Pleasant  Ridge  as  general  chairman  of  the  Mississip- 
Beeson  began  supporting  Samford’s  Church,  New  Albany;  Old  Pearl  pi  Mission  campaign  to  boost  the  en- 
scholarship  and  buii^ng  programs  Valley  Church,  Philadelphia;  White  dowment  support  for  MC,  William 
during  the  1960s.  During  the  1970s  his  Oak  Church,  Philadelphia ;  and  Sar-  Carey  College,  Blue  Mountain  College 
gifts  made  possible  two  buildings.  A  (hs  Church,  Philadelphia.  and  th*'  Baptist  Children’s  Village, 

new  university  center  was  named  in 

his  honor  in  1973.  Tho  Orlodn  Sulldrd  i  a  t 

Beeson  School  of  Education  and  its  I  |  m  I  ■■  I  n  n  lA# 


Porter 


Homecomings 


Phillipston  Church,  Sidon  (Holmes- 
Leflore):  Nov.  11;  11  a.m.,  services; 

Jackie  Kelly,  Waynesburg,  Kv,  guest 
speaker;  noon,  covered  dish  mnner  in' 
the  fellowship  hall;  Mr.  and  Mrs.' 

Robert  Weir,  Greenwood,  guest 
singers;  revival  services  Nov.  9-10, 
preceding  homecoming;  Cecil  Jones, 

ship  programs  for  students,  Beeson 
Walker  Hill  (Rankin):  Oct.  28;  gave  money  during  the  mid-1980s  for 
regular  Sunday  School  and  worship  a  new  residential  village  known  as 
service;  dinner  on  the  grounds;  sing-  Beeson  Woods.  Comprised  of  12 
ing  in  the  afternoon;  Bernard  Nail,  apartment-type  units,  Beeson  Woods 
pastor.  houses  500  students. 

Sunday “SST®  n'iU'pn^a  b<#nSr^ctotosUrt 


Main  Street  Church,  Hattiesburg 
(Lebanon):  Oct.  28;  special  T 
fellowship,  9:30  a.m.,  fellowship  hall;  J-jalC 
Bible  study,  Russell  Bush,  10  a.m;  i 
worship,  11  a.m.;  dinner  on  the  l300Sl 
grounds  following  wm^hip;  praise  l 

service,  1  p.m. ;  Russell  Bush,  pastor.  tCdChCFS 
Liberty  Church,  Newton  (Newton): 

Oct.  28;  program,  10:30  a.m.;  lunch, 

noon;  music,  “The  Gospel  'honG  KONG*  (BP)  —  A  late  up- 
M^engers,”  “The  Liberty  Bdles”;  J.  surge  in  applicants  to  teach  in  China 
B.  Costilow,  pastor.  this  fall  has  given  fresh  impetus  to 

Southern  Baptist  work  there. 

(Cooperative  Services  International, 
the  Southern  Baptist  aid  organization, 
placed  55  teachers  and  students  in 
(China  in  September,  according  to 
Jack  Shelby,  (CSI’s  Hong  Kong-based 
administrator.  Just  four  months  ago, 
only  seven  applicants  had  asked  to 
teach  in  (China  during  this  school  year. 

Already,  (CSI  has  begun  to  look  for 
more  teachers  and  a  variety  of 
medical  specialists  for  next  year. 

“A  lot  of  people  are  su^ri^  that 
we  have  55  people  in  China  after  we 
were  so  desperately  short  of  teachers 
in  May,”  Shelby  said.  “We’re  in  much 
better  shape  tton  we  expected,  with 
only  two  less  than  last  year.  The  Lord 
has  answered  our  prayers.” 

Shelby  attributed  the  sudden  in¬ 
crease  in  applications  largely  to  a 
news  article  in  May  that  reported  the 
severe  teacher  shortage  for  (CSI’s 
(China  work. 

(Chinese  university  officials  already 
have  asked  (CSI  to  supply  about  60 

teachers  next  year.  (JSI  personnel  _ _  _ ,  _ 

needs  for  (China  next  year  include  graduate  o(  Mississippi  Collage.She  and 
openings  for  40  short-term  workers;  her  husband  senre  in  Buenos  Aires. 

10  career  employees  In  English 

teaching,  business  administration.  Since  three-fourths  of  the  world’s 
and  nursing;  eight  teachers  for  the  surface  is  covered  with  water,  it 
Amity  Foundation,  the  social  service  should  be  obvious  that  the  Creator  in¬ 
organization  begun  by  (Chinese  Chris-  tended  man  to  spend  three  times  as 
tians;  and  two  language  students.  much  time  fishing  as  plowing. 


,  (kaeo  Espoy  of  Hist  Church,  Collinsvillo,  was  honored  with  a  plaque.  Sept.  19 

1 1  Mo’g  tor  serving  as  WMU  president  tor  the  past  26  years.  Pictured  above  is  David  Sellers, 

pastor  of  First  Church,  presenting  the  plaque  to  Mrs.  Espey. 

r)FO£l*dIll  Non^  Grubbs  and  Barry  Moorman  MILL  VALLEY,  Calif.  (BP)-Robert 
were  licensed  to  the  gospel  ministry  L.  Cate,  dean  of  academic  affairs  at 
on  Aug.  19  by  W«t  Heists  (Church,  Golden  Gate  Seminary  since  1984,  has 
Pontotoc  Association.  Grubbs  is  a  stu-  resigned  to  become  chair  of  the 
dent  at  Union  University,  Jackson,  religion  faculty  at  Oklahoma  State 
Ttenn.,  and  Moorman  is  attending  Blue  University,  effective  Jan.  31,  1991. 
Mountain  College,  Blue  Mountain.  (Cate  joined  the  seminary  faculty  in 
■||||H||H|||||||||||||M|B||||^^  1975  as  associate  professor  of  Old 

Testament,  a 

pastorate  of  First  (Church  Aiken, 
S.C.  He  is  an  author  and  has  been  a 
trustee  of  Furman  University,  Tift 
College  and  Southern  Seminary. 

_  Greg  Bjichanan,  harpist,  from 
will  be  in  con- 


Overland  Park,  Kan. 
cert  at  First  (Church,  Madison,  7  p.m., 
Oct.  30.  He  has  ministered  in  Billy 
Graham  Crusades,  Gaither  Praise 
Gatherings,  and  Moody  Broadcastine 
concerts.  Buchanan  has  played  the 
harp  since  age  9.  A  love  offering  will 
be  taken.  James  Richardson  is  pastor. 


Revival  dates 


Antioch  Church,  Jefferson  Davis  services  nightly,  7  p.m. ;  Guy  Hughes, 
Association:  Oct  28-31;  (Charley  (Cook,  pastor. 

pastor,  Ebenezer  Church,  guest  Swiftwater  Church,  Greenville: 
preacher;  “high  attendance  day,”  Oct.  28-31;  Sunday,  U  a  m.  and  7  pim.; 
Sunda)^  10  a.m.;  morning  service,  U;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Jimmy  McQen- 
fellowshipdmnei;  noon;  afternoon  ser-  don,  pastor,  Linn  (Church,  guest 
vice,  1:30;  no  night  services;  w^-  speaker;  Gene  Greene,  First  (Church, 
night  services,  7  p.m.;  Russell  Poison  Lake  Village,  music;  Gene  Fbshee, 
Jr,  pastor.  pastor. 

North Bateaville (Church, Batesvilie  First  Church,  Bude  (Franklin): 
(Panola) :  Oct.  28-Nov.  2;  services  7  Oct  28-31;  services.  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and 
p.m..  Sun.;  7:30  nightly  through  the  6  p.m.;  nightly,  7:30  p.m.;  James 
week;  Todd  Bowen,  Friendship,  Messer,  Satsuma,  Ala.,  evangelist; 
(Church,  Aberdeen,  evangelist;  Ron  RcyBreithaumpt,  music;  Darnell  Ar- 
Lusher,  Loaxahoma  (Church,  Bett,  chie,  pastor 
music  leader;  Rick  GlideweU,  pastor.  Park  Place  Church,  Brandon;  Oct. 

Friendship  Church,  Grenada  27-29;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Sat 
(Grenada):  <5ctM-31;  Don  Stanfield,  and  Mon.,  7  p.m.;  Rick  Stanley, 
director,  Lafayette-Marshall  Associa-  evangelist;  Paul  Horton,  music 
tion,  evangelik;  Son.,  11  a.m.,  7  p.m. ;  evangelist. 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  5M 
West  Washington  Street,  Green¬ 
wood,  Mississippi  389M  te  accep¬ 
ting  bids  on  an  A.  B.  Dick  8819  Off¬ 
set  Printing  Press  valued  at 
|5,SM.M.  A  paper  plate  maker  and 
supplies  are  included.  We  reserve 
the  right  to  refuse  any  and  all  bids. 
Phone:  (lai)  4S3-3975. 


Jesus  begins  his  ministry  in  the  synagogues 


By  Lannie  Wilbourn  m 

Luke  4:14-21;  5:4-11  BIBLE  BOOK 

Poet  A.  E.  Whitham  expresses  the  desire  of  _ _ _ 

the  human  heart  so  well.  “If  you  knew  that  popular  reception.  Godet  comments,  “And  now, 
there  was  One  greater  than  yourself,  who  knows  the  way  being  clear  before  Him,  with  God  as 

Byou  better  than  you  know  His  assured  ally  and  Satan  as  His  open  foe, 

yourself,  and  loves  you  bet-  Jesus  moves  forward  to  the  field  of  battle.” 

ter  than  you  can  love  Nazareth  did  not  give  Jesus  a  ticker  tape 
yourself ;  One  who  gathered  parade  upon  his  return.  The  worship  leader  at 
into  himself  all  great  and  the  local  synagogue  did  invite  him  to  read  from 
good  things  and  causes,  the  Tbrah.  This  was  the  privilege  given  to 
blending  in  his  beauty  all  the  visiting  rabbis.  Jesus  was  a(^rently  a  familiar 

enduring  color  of  life,  who  face  in  the  synagogue  at  Nazareth.  Many  of  the 
could  turn  your  dreams  in-  faces  in  the  crowd  were  familiar  from  his 
to  visions,  and  make  real  the  boyhood  days.  They  obviously  had  heard  of  his 
thin^  you  hoped  were  true;  minist^  elsewhere  and  were  proud  of  his  ac- 
and  if  that  One  had  done  one  complishments.  The  passage  read  was  from 
wiiDourn  unmistakable  thing  to  prove,  Isaiah  61  and  reflected  the  year  of  Jubilee, 
even  at  the  price  of  blood  —  his  own  blood  —  Three  events  happened  in  this  50 year  cycle:  (1) 

that  you  could  come  to  him,  would  you  not  fall  Israelites  who  were  slaves  were  set  free;  (2) 

at  his  feet  with  the  treasure  of  your  years,  your  families  which  had  lost  their  inheritance  of  land 

powers,  your  love?  And  is  there  not  One  such?”  and  homes  were  allowed  to  reclaim  it;  and  (3) 
After  his  baptism  Jesus  began  his  ministry  amnesty  was  granted  to  those  who  were  in  debt, 
in  a  way  that  would  be  receiv^  by  every  pious  The  dispossesed,  oppressed,  and  afflicted  of 
Jew:  he  preached  in  the  synagogues.  His  society  were  the  focus  of  Jubilee.  Jesus  ac- 
ministry  was  different  but  his  message  had  a  complished  spiritually  what  Jubilee  did 


Accepting  God’s  commission,  yielding  to  his  will 


By  Jim  Smith  _ _ 

Exodus  4:10-31  ir-F-  A&.ir-s 

In  our  study  this  week,  Moses’  final  question  L  |  p  ^  ^  ^  YY  R  I\, 

is  one  familiar  to  many  who  have  sp^h  im-  _ _ 

p>ediments  or  trouble  speaking  in  public  (stage 

fright).  “0  my  Lord”,  seems  speak.  He  can  use  the  instrument  he  has 
j§  to  indicate  Moses’  accep-  prepared  to  bring  him  honor  and  glory,  no  mat- 

tance  of  God  as  his  Lord  and  ter  what  the  physical  appearance  or  condition. 
^  master,  but  his  continued  ef-  We  need  to  remember  what  Paul  said  in  2  Cor. 
forts  to  be  excused  indicates  12:9;  that  his  strength  is  made  perfect  in  our 
he  is  still  not  ready  to  yield  weakness.  In  our  weakness,  we  are  made  strong 
A  control  of  his  life  to  through  Jesus  Christ. 

God.  He  is  not  yet  ready  to  Many  examples  abound  where  (jkxi  has  used 
commit  everytldng  he  is  and  men  and  women  with  various  handicaps  to 

has.  Moses  is,  in  effect,  glorify  him  through  their  ministries.  One  that 

acknowledging  that  God  is  comes  to  mind  is  evangelist  David  Ring,  who 

God  and  Lord  of  the  world,  allowed  himself  to  be  used  by  God  to  bless 

but  not  of  his  life  Moses  still  others  in  spite  of  his  cerebral  palsy.  If  you  ever 

clings  to  the  vain  excuse  of  being  a  poor  have  the  opportunity  to  hear  David  speak,  let 

speaker,  and  is  quick  to  point  out  that  he  hasn’t  me  encourage  you  to  do  so.  You  will  be  bless- 

gotten  any  better  just  because  God  has  spoken  ed.  (fod  uses  him  in  a  mighty  way. 
to  him.  \^ile  Moses  wallows  in  his  self  pity,  God  offered  to  do  for  Moses  what  he  has  done 
(iod  is  not  to  be  denied.  God  reminds  Moses  that  for  countless  other  preachers  since  then,  “. . .  I 

he  alone  created  man  and  gave  him  a  mouth  will  be  with  thy  mouth,  and  teach  thee  what 

in  the  first  place  thou  shalt  say.”  God  will  empower  you.  He  will 

It  is  who  can  make  the  blind  to  see,  the  give  you  the  words  to  say  and  the  ability  to  say 

deaf  to  hear,  the  lame  to  walk,  and  the  mute  to  them,  but  you  must  first  be  willing  to  commit 


yourself  to  him.  ~  We  must  assume  that  Moses  was  able  to 

“Now  therefore  go  .  . .”  only  by  our  commit-  discern  God’s  anger,  because  when  God  agreed 
ting  to  go,  only  by  our  committing  to  serve  can  to  send  Aaron  with 'him,  he  finally  yielded  to 
do  in  us,  for  us,  and  through  us  all  he  wants  God’s  call.  The  reluctant  witness  was  ready  to 
to  do.  It  is  our  lack  of  commitment  that  holds  make  the  commitment  when  he  knew  he  did  not 
back  the  advancement  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  have  to  stand  alone.  He  could  commit  when  he 
and  the  blessing  God  has  for  us.  would  have  another  human  being  to  assist  him 

We  see  Moses’  reluctance  to  commit  to  God  in  his  mission, 
in  verse  13:  “God,  send  somebody  else,  anybody  Aren’t  we  much  the  same  way  today?  Isn’t 
else,  I  really  don’t  want  to  go”  As  one  who  spent  that  the  genius  of  Jesus’  plan  of  ministry  to 
at  least  seven  years  attempting  to  avoid  send  the  70  out,  two  by  two?  Our  courage  is 
(escape)  the  commission  of  G^  to  ministry,  I  greater  when  we  have  another  human  being  to 
may  be  better  able  to  relate  to  Moses’  continued  share  the  ministry  with  US.  Not  only  does  God 
reluctance  and  final  surrender  than  many  of  go  with  us,  but  he  provides  others  to  help  us 
you.  But  I  ask  you,  how  many  times  have  you  along  the  way. 

responded  as  Moses  said  when  the  pastor  call-  Moses  did  as  God  commanded.  He  took  his 
ed  for  volunteers,  Sunday  School  workers,  family  and  went  to  Egypt  with  his  brother 
outreach,  visitation,  nursing  home  Tamjltoy,  ^taron.  Because  of  his  commitment  to  God  and 
and  countless  other  areas  of  service?  weare '  God’s  presence  and  power  with  him,  the  el(fors 
reluctant  to  commit.  We  are  usually  not  asked  in  Eg)^  beheved  God  had  sent  Moses  to  deliver 


Smith 


source  of  salvation  when  all  seems  hopeless 


nacherib  had  destroy^  “were  no  gods,  but  the  tured  with  siege  ramps,  he  would  not  even  at- 
work  of  men’s  hands,  wood  and  stone”  (vs.  18).  tack  Jerusalem.  God  promised  that  the  way 
Finally,  the  (Hayer  callexl  on  the  Lord  for  salva-  that  he  came,  by  the  same  shall  he  return”  (vs. 
tion:  “Now  ^refore,  0  Lord  our  God  . . .  save  33). 

thou  us  out  of  his  hand,  that  all  the  kingdoms  Why  was  Jerusalem  safe  from  violation? 
of  the  earth  may  know  that  thou  art  the  Lord  verse  34  says,  “For  I  will  defend  this  dty,  to  save 
God,  even  thou  only”  (vs.  19).  it,  for  mine  own  sake,  and  for  my  servant 

You  and  I  should  pray  a  prayer  similar  to  that  David’s  sake”  God  was  keeping  his  covenant 
of  Hezekiah.  Romans  10:13  says,  “For  what-  with  King  David  (see  2  Samuel  7:16).  If  God 
soever  shall  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  protected  his  dty  to  keep  his  covenant  then,  how 
shall  be  saved.”  Just  as  Hezekiah  trusted  in  God  much  more  will  he  deliver  his  people  tod^  who 
alone,  today  we  must  trust  in  God  through  his  trust  in  his  new  covenant  through  Jesus  Christ? 
Son  Jesus  Christ  to  save  us.  In  verse  20,  Isaiah  Questions  to  consider: 

assured  Hezekiah  that  God  had  heard  his  1.  Tb  whom  would  you  turn  if  you  had  no 

prayer.  Likewise,  to^y  God  always  hears  the  money?  lb  what  source  would  you  turn  if  you 
prayers  of  those  who  call  on  Christ  for  had  no  friends  or  relatives? 
salvation.  2.  According  to  Romans  10:9,  how  can  one  be 

Isaiah  assured  Hezekiah  that  God  gracious-  saved? 
ly  protected  Jerusalem  from  Assyria  like  a  3.  If  CTuist  is  the  source  of  salvation  when  all 
virgin  that  could  not  violated  (vs.  21).  In  else  seems  hopeless,  then  is  he  not  also  the 
verse  32,  Isaiah  prophesied  that  Sennacherib  source  of  salvation  when  things  are  goii^  well? 
would  not  even  “cast  a  bank”  against  Is  there  any  reason  to  delay  trusting  in  him? 
Jerusalem.  Unlike  Lachish,  which  he  had  cap-  Rogers  is  pastor,  Calvary  Church,  Gloster. 


etfromtteir  capital  against  Tirhakah.  Before  he  left,  he  sent 
behind  a  doll  a  letter  to  Hezekiah  by  means  of  tlw  “Rab- 
tennis  shoe  shakdl”  (a  high-ranking  official),  sartng,  “^t 
and  grief-  not  thy  (Jod  in  whom  thou  trusteth  deceive 
ler  was  a  thee”  (vs.  10),  because  none  of  the  gods  of  other 
ive  at  a  com-  nations  had  saved  them  from  Assyria’s  power, 
Se  was  ac-  and  the  God  of  Israel  could  not  save  them, 
olving  prob-  either.  Sennacherib  would  be  back  to  destroy 
>mputer.  But  Hezekiah. 

dn'l  compute  Hezekiah  could  have  faced  his  problem  nuuQ' 
IS  helpless  as  different  ways.  He  could  have  sought  Iwlp  from 
sr  learned  Egypt.  He  could  have  sou^t  advice  from 
only  thing  he  Isaiah  the  prophet,  cs  he  had  done  in  verse  5. 
h  his  tragedy  Instead,  he  took  his  problem  directly  to  God. 
:iah  of  Israel  He  took  the  letter  from  Sennacherib  “into  the 
when  he  was  house  of  the  Lord,  and  spread  it  before  the 
%  invading  ar-  Lord”  (vs.  14).  Some  commentahxa  believe  that 
ly’s  lesson,  2  he  went  into  the  Holy  of  Holies,  because  verse 
15  mentions  the  cherubim,  angelic  figures 
ms  extending  which  were  on  each  side  of  the  ark  of  the  cove- 
lean  coast  of  nant.  The  New  Testament  teUs  us  that  because 
;r  of  Egypt.  Jesus  (Dhrist  has  bridged  the  gap  between  God 
I  great  battle  and  mankind  through  Ujp  death  on  the  cross, 
ies  southwest  we  may  come  directly  to  God  and  find  salva- 
toclimbinto  tion  (Hebrews  7:25). 

it  ‘Tirhakah,  Hezekiah’s  prayer  is  an  excellent  example  to 
ling  to  attack  follow.  He  began  by  praising  (jrod:  “Thou  art 
n  as  Thrakos,  God,  even  thou  alone,  of  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
lations  along  earth”  (vs.  15).  He  continued  by  asking  God  to 
Sennacherib  hear  his  prayer:  “Lord,  bow  doira  thine  ear,  and 
(  kingdom  at  hear”  (vs.  16).  Next,  Hezekiah  confessed  that 
o  defend  his  Assyria  was  a  real  threat,  but  that  the  gods  Sen- 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

High  Attendance  Day  (SS  Emphasis) 

Cradle  Roll/Single  Adult/Homebound  Growth  Tour;  N.  Oxford 
BC,  Oxford;  7-9:30  p.m.  (SS) 

Cradle  Roll/Single  Adult/Homebound  Growth  Tour;  FBC, 
Starkville;  7-9:30  p.m.  (SS) 

Cradle  Roll/Single  Adult/Homebound  Growth  Tour;  FBC,  Clin¬ 
ton;  9:30  a.m.-Noon  (SS) 

Cradle  Roll/Single  Adult/Homebound  Growth  Tour;  FBC,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg;  7-9:30  p.m.  (SS) 


tNc.snv 


Southeastern  establishes 
president’s  advisory  council 


WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)  - 
Southeastern  Seminary  began  the  fall 
semester  by  inaugurating  a  presi¬ 
dents  advis^  council  which  conven¬ 
ed  in  early  September. 

Itie  group  is  composed  of  Christian 
laypersons  who  will  serve  as  advisors 
to  the  seminary  administration  in 
planning,  promoting  and  building  the 
seminary  with  a  view  of  its  total  im¬ 
pact  on  the  world. 

The  meetings  were  the  first  of  their 
kind  held  on  the  Wake  Forest,  N.C., 
campus  and  represented  the 
establishment  of  the  council.  The 
council  will  meet  annually  to  review 
campus  programs  and  activities  and 
to  discuss  future  development  pro¬ 
jects.  A  chairperson,  vice  chairper¬ 
son,  and  a  secretary  will  be  elected 
yearly.  Members  are  nominated  and 
elect^  by  the  council  and  seminary 
administration. 

The  president’s  advisory  council 
will  aid  in  seeking  and  obtaining  gifts 
for  capital  needs,  endowment,  student 
aid  as  well  as  recruiting  qualified 
students.  It  also  will  pursue  the  con¬ 


tinued  development  of  goodwill  be¬ 
tween  the  seminary  and  local  com¬ 
munities.  Lewis  Drummond, 
seminary  president,  said,  “I  am  ex¬ 
cited  about  involving  community 
leaders  in  the  life  of  Southeastern 
Seminary.  These  outstanding  layp^ 
l^e  are  a  tremendous  asset  to  this  in¬ 
stitution.” 


The  council  members  include 
Robert  Allen,  Greensboro,  N.C. ;  San¬ 
ford  Bailey,  Wake  Forest,  N.C.;  Dot- 
son  Benefield,  Atlanta ;  Evander  M. 
Britt  Sr,  Lumberton,  N.C.;  Kenny 
Goetze,  Knightdale,  N.C.;  Robert 
Hamblin,  Tupelo,  Miss. ;  Billy  Hand, 
Weldon,  N.C.;  Stan  Haywood, 
Asheboro,  N.C. ;  Doroth  Helms, 
Raleigh,  N.C. ;  J.T.  Knott  Jr., 
Knightdale,  N.C;  Don  Lanier,  Auburn, 
Ala. ;  Daniel  M.  Lotz,  Raleigh,  N.C. ; 
Bob  G.  Mallory,  Weatherford,  Texas; 
Edwin  Shufelt,  High  Point,  N.C.; 
Dudley  Simms  III,  Winston-Salem, 
N.C.;  Eldred  Turner,  Louisville,  Ky.; 
and  others  who  wish  to  remain 
unnamed. 


Mission  board  warns  of 
phony  foreign  fund  raising 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Foreign 
Mission  Board  officials  are  warning 
U.S.  churches  about  fraudulent  let¬ 
ters  from  a  Zambian  pastor  soliciting 
church  construction  funds. 

A  pastor  of  a  church  in  Kabwe, 
Zambia,  sent  an  unknown  number  of 
letters  to  U.S.  churches  asking  for 
money  to  complete  a  stalled  church 
construction  pro^t.  In  fact,  the 
money  was  intended  for  the  pastor’s 
personal  use,  said  Zeb  Moss,  FMB 
associate  area  director  for  eastern 
and  souUiem  Africa. 

Officials  decided  not  to  release  the 
name  of  the  pastor,  a  young  man  in 
his  20’s,  because  he  has  repented  and 


asked  forgiveness,  according  to 
Richard  Kuter,  a  Southern  Baptist 
missionary  in  &mbia,  who  counsel¬ 
ed  with  him. 


Kuter  said  he  believes  the  young 
pastor,  who  got  overzealous  after  at¬ 
tending  a  fund-raising  seminar,  is 
sinc««ly  repentant.  He  has  agreed  to 
writaJbaU«BiJ[ft4te  U.S.  churches  he 
coiitariedir^^l  them  the  truth. 

"A  word  of  caution  is  needed  on 
responding  to  appeals  from  overseas 
for  funding,”  Moss  said.  “Churches 
need  to  be  sure  they  can  verify  the  ac¬ 
tual  need  on  the  mission  field  and  the 
actual  use  of  the  funds.” 


Missionary  dentist  draws  crowds 


BOBO-DIOULASSO,  Burkina  Faso 
—  Even  on  those  115-degree  days 
when  he  arrives  at  his  dental  clinic  in 
Bobo-Dioulasso,  Southern  Baptist 
missionary  Bill  Dean  flnds  up  to  200 
people  waiting  for  him  —  75  or  so  to 
have  teeth  extracted  and  the  others  to 
l«id  moral  support.  Seventy-five  ex¬ 
tractions  may  sound  like  hari  work  to 
some  American  dentists,  but  actual¬ 
ly  “it’s  fun,”  to  quote  Dean. 

In  the  last  thr^  years  more  than 
50,000  people  have  gone  through  the 
clinic,  and  all  have  been  confronted 


with  the  claims  of  Jesus  (Thrist.  Dean 
frequently  conducts  bush  clinics  in 
area  villages.  People  cmne  from  miles 
away  to  receive  treatment  or  just 
wat^. 

“I  tell  each  of  them  that  what  I  am 
about  to  do  will  give  them  relief  from 
their  suffering,”  he  said.  “But  I  also 
tell  them  I  know  of  Another  who  can 
give  them  relief  from  all  their  other 
cares.  Ma^y  general  evangelists  have 
trouble  attracting  crowds,  but  when  I 
set  up  a  clinic,  I  am  like  a  fly  with 
sugar  —  they  just  flock  to  me.” 


North  Carolina  will  earmark 
part  of  Cooperative  funds 


CARY,  N.C  (BP)  -  The  General 
Board  of  the  Baptist  State  (Convention 
of  North  Carolina  voted  recently  to 
designate  a  portion  of  the  1991 
Cooperative  Program  unified  budget 
money  for  Southern  Baptist  causes. 
'The  proposed  action  requires  the  vote 
of  the  full  convention  meeting  Nov. 
12-14  in  Winston-Salem. 

Under  the  proposal,  the  North 
Carolina  convention  will  continue  to 
send  about  35  percent  of  its 
Cooperative  Program  receipts  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  (Convention.  The  on¬ 
ly  difference  in  the  new  proposal  is 
that  about  20  percent  would  go 


undesignated,  as  is  true  with  the  full 
35  percent  this  year,  and  15  percent 
would  be  earmarked  for  designated 
SBC  causes. 

The  new  plan,  if  adopted  in 
November,  will  provide  for  more 
mon^  for  Southern  Baptist  foreign 
mission  and  home  mission  causes. 

North  (Carolina  churches  may  still 
elect  to  send  their  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  gifts  undesignated  to  the  SBC. 
The  new  approach,  added  Smith,  was 
developed  to  ^ve  churches  grrater 
options  in  ^ving  while  at  the  same 
time  provimng  maximum  support  for 
SBC  mission  causes. 


the  Motion  Picture  Association  to  re-  Tlor\4-iai- 

sdndite  action  taken  in  late  September  AJapilSl  1300K  OlOreS 

and  reinstate  the  old  X  rating.  He  ^ I  tvi 

said  the  public  is  familiar  with  the  sUppuri  XCbUUliClllS) 

“X”  designation  and  knows  what  it  l\^rkG/«rkXA7 

means  when  a  film  is  rated  “X.”  iYAUSUilW 

“The  NC-17  rating  is  not  nearly  as  NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  The  Moscow 
appropriate  a  rating  as  the  ‘X,’  ”  he  Project,  a  plan  to  place  four  miUion 
said.  “The  change  has  all  the  ap-  New  ’testaments  in  the  Russian 
pearances  of  watering  down  an^ffec-  capital  so  that  every  family  living 
tive  waU  that  help^  people  stay  away  there  may  have  one,  wiU  be  supported 
from  pornographic  materials.”  through  collection  of  donations  in  the 


jnienng  Class  loiaiw  <110  ^  .  A/r*  •  Johnme  (iodwm.  Vice  president  for 

!  of  fall  registration  and  P  01*01211  iVilSSlOIl  general  publishing  at  the  board,  said 

roUment  was  1,916.  Students  J  1  *  canistershavebeenplacedinallBap- 

n  several  of  the  seminary’s  OOarCl  ClCCtS  IlCW  tist  Book  Stines.  Many  other  Christian 

js  programs  are  not  includ-  .  •  J  *  bo^  stores  around  the  country  will 

count.  y  Vice  preSlOeilt  suppinl  the  Moscow  project  ^collec- 

r  a  r  •  •  ting  money  and  sending  it  to  the 

lor  AlriCan  region  Evangelical  Christian  Publishers 

supreme  Association,  sponsor  of  the  project. 

^  ,  ,  ,  RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  — Billy  Bull-  Grodwin,  who  is  on  the  board  of 

“t  UpnolclS  ington  was  elected  regiixial  vice  presi-  directors  of  ECPA  and  serves  on  a 

^  dent  for  Africa  Oct.  10  by  trustees  of  task  force  on  publishing  in  the  Soviet 

Oils  access  case  the  Foreign  Mission  Board.  Union,  said  donations  to  the  project 

The  former  missionary  will  succeed  will  be  matched  by  dmaticMis  from  the 
NG’IXDN  (BP)  —  The  US  Davis  Saund^  after  Saunders  retires  Internatiimal  Bible  Society.  Based  on 
(Tourt  has  let  stand  a  lowW  the  board  at  the  end  of  the  estimated  cost  of  paper  and  prin¬ 

ting  that  a  Pennsylvania  December  and  joins  the  faculty  of  the  ting,  a  donation  of  $10  will  provide 
ii^rict  cannot  exclude  Baptist  College  at  Charleston  (S.C.).  copies  of  the  New  Testament  to  40 
groups  from  after-hours  ac-  BuUin^n,  55,  from  Charleston,  .  . 

'hool  buildings  available  to  Ark.,  will  oversee  mission  work  in  Distribution  of  the  New  Testaments 

anizations  sub-Saharan  Africa,  where  nearly  will  be  in  the  summer  of  1991,  Godwin 

irt  declined  Oct.  9  to  review  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  said.  Stupments  to  Moscow  will  be 
n  by  the  Third  U  S  Circuit  wori^  35  countries.  He  also  wiU  work  divided  into  four  equal  parts,  with  one 
Ao^ls  that  a  Centennial  with  ttie  Global  Strategy  Group,  a  million  each  being  sent  in  June,  July, 


act  opens  door  for  '  Dallas  (BP)  -  when  a  Baylor 

.  ^  .  ...  Bears  team  meeting  turned  into  a 

seminary  m  JVlOSCOW  prayer  vigU  for  a  critically  ill  team- 
*'  mate,  23  players  made  professions  of 

faith  in  Christ,  according  to  head 
coach  Grant  Teaff. 

Baylor  offensive  lineman  John 
Karkoska,  19,  collapsed  during  a  S^. 
13  team  workout  and  was  hospitaliz¬ 
ed  at  Hillcrest  Baptist  Medical  (Tenter 
in  Waco,  Texas. 

An  underlying  condition,  possibly 
viral  and  infectious,  brought  about 
Karkoska’s  collapse  and  subsequent 
kidney  and  liver  failure,  according  to 
The  group  met  in  the  Moscow  Bap-  a  statement  released  Sept.  19  by  team 
tist  Church  the  day  Soviet  Parliament  physician  R.W.  (Tovington.  Karkoska 
passed  the  revolutionary  new  di^  on  Sept.  22. 
religious  liberty  act  granting  full 

religious  liberty  to  all  groups.  |  I 


Baptist  printing, 
publishing  ministry 
torched  in  Italy 


WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)  —  ’The 
first  theological  seminary  in  the 
history  of  Russian  Baptists  has  been 


ALTAMURA,  Italy  (BP)  —  A  fire  established  in  Moscow.  (Hasses  are 
started  Iw  arsonists  Oct.  2  seriously  scheduled  to  b^n  in  January  1991. 
damaged  a  Baptist  printing  and  Lewis  A.  Drummond,  president  of 
publications  operation  in  southern  Southeastern  Seminary,  in  Wake 
Italy.  Forest,  N.C.,  returned  recently  from 

Damages  from  the  early-morning  the  Soviet  Union  and  reported  the 
fire  and  the  water  used  to  Hght  it  have  historic  news  to  the  seminary, 
halted  the  ministry’s  printing  opera¬ 
tions.  Initial  damage  estimates  total¬ 
ed  more  than  $168,000  to  equipment 
and  $32,000  to  books  and  other  printed 
materials  stored  in  the  offices. 

According  to  an  initial  police  in¬ 
vestigation,  the  criminal  act  appears 
to  be  the  work  of  the  local  Mafia.  ’The 
fire  was  similar  to  fires  set  at  four 

other  businesses  on  the  same  day  in  .  .Il 

the  city  of  Bari,  the  provincial  capital  mdgflZine  Will 
of  the  region.  ,  ,  , 

print  twice  monthly 
Christian  Life  Atlanta  (abp)  —  Beginmng 

la  ixoii  Ajxxs:?  November,  SBC  Tbday  will  be  publish- 

Commission 

The  board  of  directors  voted  Oct.  4 
objects  to  I®  employ  Amy  Greene  as  an 

J  ^  associate  editor,  and  to  launch  a 

end  of  ratin2  1125,000  fund-raising  campaign  to 

e  finance  the  expansion. 
NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  TheCHiristian  “This  is  a  major  step  of  faith  for 


1  Iw  arsonists  Oct.  2  seriously  scheduled  to  b^n 
;ed  a  Baptist  printing  and  Lewis  A.  Drumm 


OctODer 


